Sudan premier pledges democracy 

LONDON (R) — Sudanese Prime Minister A 1 Gazouli Da&allah 
said Friday he country would return id full democracy after 
genera! elections (hie in April. Mr. Dafaallah. on a two- day visit to 
Britain, said the interim government and transitional military 
council set up after the overthrow of President JaafarNumdri last 
April had taken several steps to ensure a swift return to dem- 
ocratic rule. These included a commitment to a multi-party sys- 
tem. the appointment of an independent election committee and 
the adoption of draft election laws, he told a news conference. He 
said an improved crop this year had ensured there would be no 
repeat of last year’s widespread famine in Sudan, which he blamed 
on . a failure by Mr. Numeirfs government .to act in time. 
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Peres calls for French peace efforts 

PARIS ( R) — Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres said on Friday 
that France could play a vital role in helping overcome the obs- 
tacles towards a Middle East peace. Speaking at a news con- 
ference after talks with President Francois Mitterrand, Peres said 
Mr. Mitterrand had earned the trust of both Israel and the Arab 
World and “can help us overcome the problems that iie before 
us.” France was seeking consultations with Arab states in order to 
update its Middle East policy in the light of Peres' proposals. Mr. 
Vauzelle said. Peres said there had been considerable progress 
from a stalemate several weeks ago where Israel rejected both 
Jordan's demands for PLO representation at pence talks and ils 
insistence on an international peace conference under U.N. aus- 
pices. “Today there's a feeling we must look for substitution to the 
iwo problems.” he said. 
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King to visit 
Paris in November 


PARIS (R) — King Hussein wQl 
visit Paris next month for talks 
with President Francois Mit- 
terrand on Middle East peace eff- 
orts. a French spokesman said 
Friday. Presidential spokesman 
Michel Vauzelle announced the 
trip during a press briefing. 

Iraq denies 
Ira nia n c laim 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq on Fri- 
day denied a Tehran report that 
one of its warplanes was shot 
down by Iranian troops on the 
southern Gulf war front Thursday 
night A communique from Iran’s 
war headquarters said die plane 
was downed as it flew towards pos- 
itions in die Hawr Al Hawfeah 
marshes taken by Iran during a 
recent offensive in the area. A mil- 
itary spokesman, quoted by the 
Iraqi News Agency (IN A), said 
the aircraft report was untrue and 
also described as “ridiculous” 
Iran's claim to have overrun Iraqi 
positions on the edge of the mar- 
shland. 

Gandhi in The Hague 

THE HAGUE (AP) — Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on 
Friday met Dutch Aieen Beatrix, 
who is to pay a state visit to India 
early next year, a Dutch royal 
house spokesman said. Mr. Gan- 
dhi, who is in the Netherlands fora 
12-hour working visit, was rec- 
eived in a private audience at the 
Huis Ten Bosch palace on the out- 
skirts of this diplomatic capital, 
the seat of the Dutch government. 
Accompanied by his wife Sonia, 
the prime minister spoke with 
.tueen Beatrix and her husband. 
Prince Claus, for about 45 min- 
utes. according to the spokesman, 
who did not disclose the substance, 
of the exchange. 

ANC leader says 
Reagan does not 
understand S. Africa 

LONDON (AP) — A black nat- 
ionalist leader said U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan does not und- 
erstand South Africa and he called 
on A me ri cans on Friday to force 
iheir government to adopt total 
sanctions against South Africa’s 
apartheid government. “Som- 
etimes he (Mr. Reagan) says apa- 
rtheid has been ended and it’s dif- 
ficult to know what apartheid he’s 
talking about.” Oliver Tambo. 
president of the African National 
Congress, told a news conference 
in London. “A United States pre- 
sident must find it difficult to say 
apartheid South Africa is an ally." 
Mr. Tambo said. “Perhaps he 
didn't know what South Africa 
was all about-” 

Argentina declares 
state of siege 

BUENOS AIRES (R) - Arg- 
entine President Raul Alfonsin 
declared a state of siege on Friday 
for a period of 60 days to curb 
growing violence in the run-up to 
congressional elections. Interior 
Minister Antonio Troccoli ann- 
ounced. Mr. Troccoli said in a 
radio broadcast the measure 
would not affect the Nov. 3 ele- 
ctions but was necessary to detain 
without triat those the gov- 
ernment suspected of res- 
ponsibility for a recent wave of 
bombings. 
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King: Peres plan has positive 
signs but contradicts itself 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN : His Majesty King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak held 
talks Thursday on prospects for the Middle 
East peace process during a short official 
visit Mr. Mubarak made to Amman. 


It was .the first meeting between 
the two leaders since die peace 
process suffered a setback m the 
aftermath of the Oct. 1 Israeli.raid 
on the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) headquarters in 
Tunis and the Oct. 7 hija cking of 
the Italian liner Achflle Laura. 
The talks also followed a new pro- 
posal for talks on the Middle East 
by Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Penes. 

Earlier on Thursday, the King 
told a press conference, just bef-. 
ore he received President Mub- 
arak. that there were some pos- 
itive signs in the Peres proposal, 
which the Israeli prime minister 
made in a speech at the UN. on 
Monday. 

However, the King ruled out 
direct talks with Israel as called for 
by Peres and reiterated that any 
solution to the Middle East con- 
flict should be worked out through 
an international conference. 


European 
Parliament 
calls for 
Palestinian 
homeland 

STRASBOURG. France (R) — 
The European Parliament has cal- 
led for a Palestinian homeland and 
condemned the United States for 
responding to “illegal sea piracy 
with illegal air piracy” in the aft- 
ermath of the Achille Laura inc- 
ident. 

The parliament on Thursday 
also condemned in an emergency 
motion members of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and other Palestinian groups for 
carrying out the seizure of the 

¥he main motion, tabled by the 
liberals, also welcomed the fact 
that die four hijackers were to be 
tried in Italy but regretted that a 
Palestinian leader who acc- 
ompanied the hijackers on their 
flight from Egypt would not be in 
court. 

The United States has accused 
die man . Mohammad Abbas (Abu 
Abbas), of bemg behind the sei- 
zure of the Italian cruise ship. 

However, a critical amendment 
to the main motion from the env- 
ironmentalist “Rainbow” group 
that called for recognition “of 
both the Israeli and the Pal- 
estinian peoples to a land of their 
own” was carried by 61 votes to 
24. 

The European parliament has 
consistently supported Palestinian 
rights but it was never before 
come out so clearly in favourof an 
independent Palestinian hom- 
eland. 


The King, noting that the Peres 
proposal includes references to an 
international conference and neg- 
otiations based on United Nations 
Security Co uned Resolutions 242 
and 338. pointed out that there 
were contradictions in the pro- 
posals. 

The King said Peres referred 
both to a comprehensive Middle 
East peace settlement — the sort 
Jordan seeks — and to bilateral 
negotiations with Jordan. 

King Hussein indicated those 
could take place, but only under 
the sponsorship of an int- 
ernational conference. 

The King also rebuffed Peres* 
call for an immediate end to the 
state of war with Jordan. 

“It’s easy for him to say he is 
willing to end the state of war.” 
the Kmg said, “when he’s in pos- 
session of the West Bank.” 

In an interview with the New 
York Times published Thursday 


the King said that a termination of 
the state of war “is the crowning 
achievement of a peace effort 
under the right auspices, an int- 
ernational peace conference dea- 
ling with all aspects of the problem 
in particular foe Palestinian dim- 
ension of the problem.” 

After his return to Cairo on 
Thursday. Mr. Mubarak told rep- 
orters he had discussed with the 
King the Israeli proposal and pro- 
spects for the peace process. He 
said Mr. Peres proposals “had 
some good points ana some uns- 
atisfactory ones.” 

On Friday, however. Mr. Peres 
outlined conditions for Israels 
acceptance for an international 
conference. 

In a television interview with 
die French television upon arrival 
to Paris from New York Friday, 
the Israeli premier said that par- 
ticipation in the Middle East 
peace talks was possible only “if 
each party present agreed to the 
presence of each country or state 
attending.” 

The Israeli premier also said 
that Israel will accept Soviet par- 
ticipation in an international - 
peace conference if it will not 
“impose a solution or reject an 
agreement reached between the 
different sides.” 

Peres also implied that Israeli 
acceptance of Soviet participation 


could be linked to Moscow’s pos- 
ition on emigration of Soviet Jews 
to Israel. 

The King said he would meet 
soon with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat to discuss recent 
setbacks to the peace process act- 
ivated by the Feb. 1 1 Jordan-PLO 
accord and “to ascertain where we 
go from here.” 

He said the peace process had 
been hurt by the killing of three 
Israelis in Cyprus and the death of 
an American aboard a hijacked 
sbqi in the Mediterranean — acts 
Israel blames on the PLO — as 
well as by Israel’s bombing of the 
PLO headquarters in Tunis. 

The King said he hoped the 
PLO would continue to represent 
the Pales tinian people but said 
that was a matter for the Pal- 
estinians themselves to decide. 

In another development, the 
U.S. Senate voted 97-1 on Thu- 
rsday to delay until March 1 Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan’s proposed 
$1 .9 : biUion arms sale to Jordan. 

Senate sources quoted by the 
AP said Mr. Reagan reluctantly 
went along with the Senate when 
(he Republican leaders told him 
(hat the sale — which has met stiff 
opposition from the pro-Israel 
lobby and its backers in Congress 
— inevitably would be defeated. 


Shultz to hold pre-summit talks 
with Soviet leaders in Moscow 


NEW YORK (Agencies) - US. 
Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz, stressing • “major dif- 
ferences” between the United Sta- 
tes and the Soviet Union, said Fri- 
day he will fly to Moscow for talks 
on Nov. 4 and 5. in advance of 
President Ronald Reagan’s sum- 
mit meeting with Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev. 

Mr. Shultz said he would meet 
with the Soviet leader as well as 
with Foreign Minister Eduard A. 
Shevardnadze. “President Rea- 
gan felt that it was appropriate for 
me to go and I’ve accepted (die 
Soviet) invitation.” Mr. Shultz 
said. 

• He virtually ruled out reaching 
an agreement to curb nuclear 
weapons before the Geneva sum- 
mit meeting Nov. J 9-20 whatever 


Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev 
accomplish. Mr. Shultz said, there 
will-still “be agTcat deal of work to 
do.', by the arms negotiators in the 
future.” 

At the same time, he welcomed 
a proposal by Mr. Shevardnadze 
that the two superpowers aim for 
“an agreement ot principles” at 
the summit. 

The Moscow trip was ann- 
ounced after Mr. Shultz met over 
breakfast foT more than two hours 
with Mr. Shevardnadze at the U.S. 
mission to the United Nations. 

. The Soviet official, in a sta- 
' tomcat to reporters, said: “Great 
hopes are pinned to that summit 
meeting by literally all peoples in 
the world.” 

He said while there were “cer- 
tain positive moments” in his mee- 


ting with Mr. Shultz there also 
were differences, and yeL he said, 
both sides were dedicated to con- 
tributing to a successful outcome 
. m Geneva. 

Mr. Reagan alluded to one area 
of deep differences in a UN. spe- 
ech on Thursday in which be acc- 
used Moscow of interfering in the 
affairs of Third World nations. 

Mr. Reagan indirectly accused 
Moscow of efforts to “impose an 
ideology from without” in Afg- 
hanistan. Kampuchea. Ethiopia, 
Angola, and Nicaragua. 

Mr. Reagan called for a regional 
peace process in which warring 
parties m the five countries would 
open negotiations that could lead 
to US . -Soviet support and pos- 
sible superpower guarantees. 


U.S. allies seem relieved after summit 


NEW YORK (R) — President 
Reagan appeals to have soothed 
alfied worries about bis approach 
to next month’s U.S.-Soviet sum- 
mit by promising to counter Mos- 
cow’s arms control proposals with 
a new initiative of his own. 

But during two rounds of talks 
in New York on Thursday with the 
leaders of Britain. West Gennany. 
Italy. Canada and Japan Mr. Rea- 
gan gave no indication of what 
kind of offer he would make to 
Moscow and U.S. newspapers said 
the administration had not yet 
agreed on a negotiating positron 
for the Geneva -meeting. 

Allied officials had voiced con- 
cern in tiie approach to their New 
York talks that Washington app- 
eared to be trying to downgrade 
the issue of arms control and avoid 
responding to Soviet calls for a 


.sharp reduction in nuclear arS- 
•enaJs.’ 

Their fears were amplified 
when Mr. Reagan barely men- 
. tioned nuclear arms control id a. 
major UN. address on Thursday 
in which he said aggressive Soviet 
behaviour in the world would be a * 
fundamental issue at Geneva. 

But the leaders of Britain. West 
Gennany and Italy all told rep- 
orters after meeting Mr. Reagan 
later that the president had given * 
them firm assurances he would 
present a new arms package of his 
own before he meets Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev on Nov. 19 
and 20. 

Mr. Reagan also pledged to int- 
ensity consultations with the allies 
^before and after the summi t and 
.senior West German sources said 
he would fly to Brussels after his 


talks with Mr. Gorbachev to brief 
NATO leaders. 

The West German sources said 
the allies’ apprehensions had been 
based on a “misunderstanding” 
and Mr. Reagan had convinced 
them he was ready to get down to 
hard talking with Moscow on ways 
to reduce nuclear stockpiles. 

The influential New York 
Tiroes reported on Friday, how- 
ever. that there were serious div- 
isions within the administration 
over what approach to take on 
arms control and what to offer Mr. 
Gorbachev at Geneva. 

■ The newspaper cited U.S. off- 
icials as saying the disarray was 
caused by the fact that Mr. Reagan 
himself bad not yet decided on 
either his general policy line or the 
details of what he would neg- 
otiate. 


U.N. ends celebrations 
with discord over Mideast 



UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United Nations 40th birthday 
commemoration ended on Thu- 
rsday without a planned dec- 
laration of members’ rec- 
ommitment to the organisation’s 
charter, because of continuing dis- 
cord cm tiie Palestinian question. 

Without dissent, the General 
Assembly designated 1986 as 
“The International Year of 
Peace.” 

In an address at the end of 1 1 
days of commemorative meetings. 
Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar said that next month’s 
Geneva talks between President 
Reagan and Soviet party chief 
Mikha il Gorbachev “could turn 
the tide of history.” 

But die Middle East problem, 
which has been a major issue here 
almost since the inception of the 
organisation, prevented members 
from adopting a ringing renewal of 
purpose as the world body enters 


its fifth decade. 

Arab members insisted on a 
mention of the need for “self- 
determination of the Palestinian 
people and the principle of the 
inadmissibility of acquisition of 
territory by force, which requires 
termination of the (Israeli) occ- 
upation.” 

Delegates said that the United 
States opposed this text and off- 
ered a milder expression of con- 
cern that the Palestinian issue 
remained unresolved. 

The United States wished to 
refer to efforts “under app- 
ropriate auspices” to ensure a set- 
tlement “on the basis of tire Cha-: 
iter and the relevant resolutions of 
the United Nations.” 

In the absence of the consensus 
needed fix decisions relating to 
the UN. anniversary, the 34- 
ipoint draft declaration was scr- 
apped. 


Gemayel returns home to 
face increasing opposition 


BEIRUT (AP) —President Amin 
Gemayel returned from New 
York on Friday to find his power 
further eroded by an inter- 
Christian split over Syria's efforts 
to end Lebanon's 10-year-old dvfl 
war. 

Shortly after his arrival, fighting 
broke out in Beirut’s western sec- 
tor between Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP) militiamen and pro- 
Syrian irregulars of the Arab 
•Democratic Party, known as the 
“Pink Panthers” because of their 
raspberry-tinged fatigues. 

Sources at the American Uni- 
versity Hospital said at least three 
civilians were killed and 30 others 
wounded in the one-hour clash 
-with machine guns and mortars in 
west Beirut’s Hamra commercial 
district and the seaside in Mre- 
isseh neighbourhood. 

. It was not immediately knows 
what starred the firefights. the first 


in Beirut between the two factions 
that have been allies in the civil 
war. 

. Ctvlians ran for cover amid the 
gunfire and explosions in the str- 
eets. 

Mr. Gemayel. 43. a Maronite 
Catholic, arrived the day after his 
FaJange Party newspaper, AI 
Amal. was shut down by Elie 
Hobeika. commander of the 
“Lebanese Forces,”' the mostly 
Christian rightist mam militia. 

The closure reinforced evidence - 
of a power struggle in the rightist 
camp. 

The action by Mr. Hobeika. bel- 
;ieved to have masterminded the 
1982 massacre of hundreds of 
Palestinians and Lebanese in Bei- 
‘ rut’s Sabra and ShatiUa refugee 
camps, underlined that he has 
emerged as the rightists’ most 
powerful leader. 


Ten years of the Jordan Times 


Today the Jordan Times celebrates its 
tenth anniversary. To commemorate this 
happy occasion, we have produced a spe- 
cial issue of the newspaper, including a 
12-page supplement. The issue includes 
an article by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, comments by senior gov- 
ernment officials, diplomats, par- 
liamentarians, businessmen and a large 
number of our general readers. Also inc- 
luded are articles on how the paper is 


produced, bow much work goes into pre- 
senting a readable eight-page daily, and 
all that this process entails. We cannot 
but remember that it was the readers’ 
encouragement and advertisers' pat- 
ronage that kept us going strong over the 
past decade, and we take this opportunity 
to extend to you our heartfelt app- 
reciation for bearing with the newspaper 
throughout the 10 years of its existence. 


Arafat: 
PLO will 
stick to 
peace path 

MANAMA (AP) — Yasser Ara- 
fat said on Friday that the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) will pursue the road to a 
peaceful settlement with Israel. 

Addressing a news conference 
here. Mr. Arafat also complained 
that the PLO was passing through 
tight financial straits, with' almost 
all Arab powers failing to honour 
their aid commitments to the org- 
anisation. 

Mr. Arafat said that the PLO 
was not “wielding agun solely, hut 
we also have objectives to be sco- 
red through political channels.” 

“We continue to carry a gun in 
one hand and an olive branch in 
another.” Mr. Arafat told rep- 
orters at the end of a 24-hour visit 
here, during which he held sol- 
idarity talks with the ruler of Bah- 
rain. Sheikh Issa lbn Salman A I 
Khalifa. “The gun alone would 
turn us into highwaymen. I am not 
a war mercenary. I am a fighter for 
freedom, and I have to nourish my 
people's hopes for peace and tra- 
nquility.” 

He told the press conference he 
would meet King Hussein shortly 
and PLO sources told Reuters the 
meeting was scheduled for Mon- 
day. 

His forthcoming talks with King 
Hussein would be “to evaluate 
developments and reach a final 
assessment.” be said. 

Responding to a question. Mr. 
Arafat expressed hope that the 
PLO will be included in the ong- 
oing reconciliation process bet- 
ween Syria and Jordan. 

. “I hope that the Syrian- 
Jordanian rapprochement would 
include the PLO.” said Mr. Ara- 
fat- 


Crown Prince urges journalists 
to help bring understanding 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has emphasised the role of the 
media in improving international 
relations and called on journalists 
to launch a concerted and coo- 
perative effort to bring und- 
erstanding between people. 

In an exclusive article he wrote 
for the Jordan Times to mark the 
newspaper’s 10th anniversary, the 
Crown Prince said: “Hie potential 
for presenting an objective por- 
trait of world events lies in the 
hands of the mass media. Today's 
journalist represents a real power 
for freedom and human dignity. 
What is required is a concerted 
and cooperative effort to use this 
opportunity to bring und- 
erstanding between peoples." 

The Crown Prince said: “For 
ten years now. the Jordan Times 
has carried out. rather literally, 
the dictum of Mr. Dooley that the 
mission of the modem newspaper 
is to ■comfort the afflicted and aff- 
lict the comfortable.' This in itself 
is no mean feat and I believe our 
press has taken great steps in the 
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bridging the information gap. yet. 
it still rims the risk of preaching 


tly to the converted.' 

Deploring the negative image 
that the Western media portray of 
the region, the Crown Prince cal- 
led for setting up a regional mf- 
ormatic system to exchange inf- 
ormation and act as a counter- 
force io the established trend to 
negative reporting in the West. 

The Crown Prmce’s article app- 
ears on page 4 


Moroccan politicians hail 
ceasefire offer in W. Sahara 


RABAT (Agencies) — Moroccan 
politicians on Friday hailed King 
Hassan's offer of a ceasefire and a 
referendum in the Western Sahara 
and called on the U.N. to play its 
role in resolving the Saharan dis- 
pute. 

Former Foreign Minister Moh- 
ammad Boucerta said in a sta- 
tement published by the L’Opi- 
oion and A I A lam dailies: “One 
could not be clearer, more to the 
point and more convincing in inv- 
iting the international body to face 
up to all its responsibilities. 

“This (King Hassan's) speech 
marks an important and decisive 
move in the Sahara question.” 

- Morocco announced at the Uni- 


ted Nations on Wednesday it 
would observe a unilateral cea- 
sefire in its long-drawn war with 
Polisario guerrillas fighting for 
independence of the former Spa- 
nish colony. 

It also promised a referendum 
in early Januaiy tp determine 
whether the people of Western 
Sahara wished to be Moroccan. 

His Majesty King Hussein sent 
a message to King Hassan on Thu- 
rsday congratulating him and sup- 
porting his move. 

“This is a noble initiative on 
your part, deserving all support 
and appreciation and positive res- 
ponse from all other parties.” the 
King said in his cable . 













2 Home - Middle East news 

SLA holds 4th attacker of 
S. Lebanon radio station 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 


TEL AVIV (AP) — One of four commandos who 
carried out a bombing attack against an American- 
owned radio station in South Lebanon last week has 
.been captured, Israeli military sources said Friday. 


Three guerrillas, a Lebanese- 
guard and a technician were killed-* 
m the raid on the Voice of Hope 
radio station. Israeli army spo- 
kesmen said at the time. A ware- 
house and a building housing the' 
broadcast studios were destroyed 
by the explosion. 

Authorities said at the time that 
four guerrillas were involved in 
the attack but the fate of the fou- 
rth had been unknown. The attack 
was originally described as a pos- 
sible suicide mission because the 
guerrillas wore explosives str- 
apped to their belts in such a man- 
ner that they would detonate if 
they were shot. 

The liberal daily Haaretz said 
the fourth attacker told his Leb- 
anese militia interrogators that the 
guerrilla team had planned to esc- 
ape alive after planting the exp- 
losives. But he said the explosives 
detonated prematurely. 

Haaretz identified the captured 
guerrilla as Nasser Khirban. a 
22 -year-old member of the Com- 
munist Workers Party from the 
mostly ShFite Muslim town of 
Baalbek in east Lebanon. The 
Lebanese Communist Party cla- 


imed responsibility in a com- 
munique issued in Beirut. 

Israeli militaty sources who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
confirmed the newspaper report 
•that the fourth guerrilla was cap- 
tured and held by the Israeli- 
backed “South Lebanon Army” 
militia. But they declined com- 
ment on the rest of the newspaper 
report. 

Meanwhile in Tyre. Lebanon, 
militiamen of the “South Lebanon 
Army” (SLA) stormed a che- 
ckpoint manned by Norwegian 
peacekeeping troops in Israel's 
so-called security belt” in South 
Lebanon and took away a UN. 
vehicle, weapons and radio equ- 
ipment, UN. sources said Thu- 
rsday. 

The sources, who requested 
anonymity, said 20 gunmen att- 
acked the checkpoint on the sou- 
thern entrance to blat late Wed- 
nesday and held the soldiers man- 
ning it at gunpoint for 1 5 minutes. 
They fled, taking the vehicle arms 
and equipment with them, when 
UN. reinforcements arrived. 

“The vehicle and some equ- 
ipment were returned later, but 
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BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639, 720. 1413 KHz 

0600 Newsdesk 0&30 That’s Trad 0&45 
financial News 6e55 Reflections 0700 
World News 0749 News Summary 
07-JO About Britain 07*5 The World 
Today 0806 Newsdesk 0830 Meridian 
0906 World News §909 24 Hours: 
News S ummary 0930 From the Wee- 
kBesWrtS Network UJL 100# Wodd 
News 1009 'Reflections Mkl5 A JoUy 
Good Show U00 World News » 
British Press Review llUSlbc Worid 
Today U 30 Fnancial News 1140 Look 
Ahead 110 The Clasacal Clarinet 
1200 News Smnmaiy; That’s Trad 
1230 People and PObtira 009 News 
About Britain 13:15 About Britain 
1330 Meridian 1400 Radio Newsreel 
14:15 Anytime Goes 1445 Sports 
Round-up 1500 Worid News 1509 
Twenty-four Hours: News Summary 
1530 Network UJC 1545 Country 
Style McO0 News Summary. Saturday 
Special 1636 Album Tine 1700 Radio 
Newsreel 1705 Saturday Special 1800 
World News Uri^'Cnranentazy 18:15 
Saturday Special 1900 Worid News 
1909' Book Choice 19:45 Sports 
Round-up 2000 Newsdesk 2030 Play 
of the Week: Caritas 2140 News Sum- 
mary; The Increased Difficulty of Con- 
centration 21.-45 24-Hours: News. 
Summary 2201 Wodd News 2249 
Promenade Concert 2300 News Sian- 
raary; Training for Tbmonow 23:15 
What’s NwS-JO People and PoBtfcs 
2400 Wodd News 4fo09From our own 
Correqjondeat 00s30 New Ideas 8000 
Reflections 0045 Sports Round-up 
0100 Worid News 0109'Ccnimeataiy 
01:15 Letterbox 01 JO Mainstream 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

1260 MW, 7200, 9565. 11740 11925 
and 15210 KHz. 

0640 News. OfclOWA Morning 8640 

News Stmmaiy/ YOA Mooting 0700 
News 07:10 Closeup 0730 News 
Summary /VOA Monung 0800 News 
08:10 MjA Morning 09-30 News Sum- 
maty. VOA Monties 1740 News 17:10 
TTiis Week 17d0ftws Conference 

News $ Features dfS^News'^U 
Weekend 2840 News 20:10 Qose-up 
20-JB Special Erwfish News & Features 
, Z10ONews 21: 10 American Viewpoints 
2U30 Press Conference USA 2248 
News and Editorial 21:15 Music USA 
Jazz 2300 News »« Weekend 


Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education 
Abdul Wahab Al Majali gives a statement to the. 
press upon arrival at .Jueeu Aha Intematiooal Air- 
port in Amman Thursday. Mr. Majali is Oankfid by 


ip men t and weapons.” said one 
source in the United Nations Int- 
erim Force In Lebanon (UNI- 
FIL). 

The incident occurred as die 
150-man Dutch, contingent 
serving with the 10-nation UNI- 
FIL completed its evacuation 
from South Lebanon. 

The bulk of the Dutch soldiers 
left for home via Israel Thursday 
after turning over their positions 
to Nepalese and F ijian pea- 
cekeeping troops, UNIFIL sou- 
rces said. 

The Dutch government said it 
was pulling out its troops, because 
Israel refuses to allow the pea- 
cekeepers to deploy as intended 
along die Lebanese-Israeli bor- • 

But Dutch officiers. speaking Trftfli IpflrffiF 
on condition of arxmyimtyTsaB ICaUCI 

their government was concerned pAnfprc witVl 
about the increasing con- LAJllLda WILLI 
UNIFIL and Saudi enVoy 

BAGDAD (R) -Iraqi Prc- 
ci* re “ sident Saddam Hussein has held 

SLAmilitjamen who fired at ttiar wilh Saudi 

positions m two separate mcairats ^ m 

near, the villages of Ttreh and di£ferences between Iraq and 

Man. Svria 

A ^^^tdi sqnad ™ y TT,e official Iraqi News Agency 
1 Ed c d dsirmed and robbed ^ Saudi Edu- 

aiso by SLA gunmen last Tliu- Abd(ll 

“S- -*<-«■ itkttctt Aziz AI Abdullah A1 Khuweiter 

rZl’f, delivered a message from King ; 

nf 7 T cr?pl Fahd to Hussein * Saudi eihb- 

sSJf.Sf 11 Abdul 

. . Aziz was given a reply, 

that year. * ^ J 
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Majali returns from 
UNESCO conference 


Mnister of State for Frin^Mhustiy Affairs 
Nusdbeh (left) and Ministofor ftrfiamentary Aff- 
airs^Sanri Judeh (Pfetra photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Eon- 
cacidn Abdul Wahhab Al Majafi 
returned to Amman Thui?(tw 
evening after leading Iordan s 
delegation to the general con- 
fidence of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation (UNESCO) 
held in die Bulgarian capital of 
Sofia. 

. In a- statement upon returning 
to Amman the minister said that 
Jordan has been elected member 
of UNESCO’s executive council 
and rim is a big step for this cou- 
ntry “and reflects the dose ties 
between Jordan and this worid 
organisation.” ' ' 


This dose cooperatebefta^ 
win enable Jordan to bdttefitmore 
and more from UNES CO** pro- 
grammes in tire futures ■ 

The mins ter said in his sts- 
tement that at! UNESCO member 
nations were in apfifflicrt cq 

supporting tire oraanmMirirM- 

smg funds to hdp implement its 
vajoons projects in fire wake of tire 
withdrawal of the United States 
which used to pay 25jrer ceat df 
UNESCO's annual budget 
During his stay in Rtigaria. Mr, 
Majali was received ty the But/ 


ister of education with whom, he 
said, he held talks on promofo^' 
bilateral relations. ; _■ 



WHAT’S GOING ON 

TODAY’S EVENTS M#SSiB 1 5fi&SS 

Som mostof the Musfim countries and ■ 


EXHIBITIONS 

* UN. exhibition at the Jordan Int- 
ercontinental from Oct 24 — 26). 

1 * An exhibition of paintings of Jor- 
danian landscapes by Alan Baker at 
Alcazar Hotel, Aqaba (until Oct 29). 

* An eafubition erf pafotnes “Jordan 
85” by Jordanian yew* artists at AKa 
Ait Gallery. Jabal Annum (until Oct 
28). 


■ Ao exhtrition of Pbaioab art by Egy- 
ptian artist Bothftnah Noor at the Hou- 
sing Bank Complex Gallery. 

* Exhibition entitled “From Goienbmg 
to Electronics’* at the Godbe Institute. 
Open to public from Oct 27 to Nov. 2 
exdudbg Fridays. 

VIDEO 

* “Video Drama” at 4:00 pjn. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre . Td. 661026(7 

American Centre 644371 

American Cfcntre Lforaiy — 641520 

British CboncS 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre .... _ 637009 

Goethe Institute 641.993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Chi total Centre 62 4049 

Turkish Gritural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Qty 667181/6 

Y.WjCA 641793 

Y.WALA 664251 

Amman Monidpa] Ltxaiy —<637111 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Fo&dcre Mnarnm: Jewelry and cos- 
tunes over 100 yeaxsold. Also mosais ' 
from Madaba and Jerssh (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, ■ 
Amman. Gpcmng bouts; 9100 am. -5 
pm. YeaMOnnd. Td. 651760. 

JgttianAn4aeoioglCfllftfosenni:Hasan 
excellent colhction (rf tite antianitixs of * 
Jordan. Jabal Al OaTa (Chadd HD1). 
Opening hours: 940 am.--5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official boGdays 1040am. 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 
ibnlaaNHonal GaUoy: Contaiosacol- 


mm mostof the Musfim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19fli Century 
orientalist artists. MmUazah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening tutors: 10.00 am. 
ISO pm. and 3.00 pm- —6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. Teh 630128. 
Martyrs’ Memorial (MMtary Mwm): 
CoUectian of mSuay memorabilia dat- ■ 
ing tarn the Arab Revolt -of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening boms 9 
am.-4 pm. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

ftmoiarlJfeaf Jordan hteemn: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical hHtnarveats. etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
QmiedToesdays. TeL 637169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

IJnw Amman dob. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at me Hol- 
iday lim. 130 pm. 

Lkns PkladdpUa Qub. Meeti^s 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 730 pm. 
Afattih Rotary Ctab. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Hobday Inn. 
1 :30 pm. 

Rotary drib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the totentontineatalHoieL 2 .00 pm. 
Royal Aatonmhle Qnb. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Td. 815261. 815410. 


’ CHURCHES 

St- Joseph Chnrdi (Raman Catholic) 
Jabal Ammai. td:624590. 
rw di gf the Antebtiu (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 63744a 
De la Salle Cfemth /Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Chordi of the AnacWn (Greek 
OrttOdOXlAbdali, 623541. 

Aagflcan Oarth (Cburcb of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 678906. 
ArasaasSan GduBc Atinafieh. 

771331. 

Annoaho Orthodox Chordi Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St. Ephrdm Chnrdi (%riim Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 


PRAYER TIMES 
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05M6 

1U20 

1430 

16e54 

18:16 


Fair 
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Lamaca gunmen charged 
with killing 3 Israelis 


Swareddahab, Mubarak 
to discuss relations 


LARNACA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Three pro-Palestinian gubmen. a 
Briton and two Arabs, were for- 
mally charged in court Friday with 
the murder of three Israelis m the 
Lamaca Marina here last month. 

The killing, on Sept. 25. spa- 
rked off a chain of international 
incidents that soured Arab-- 
American relations, affected 
Middle East peace prospects and 
also resulted in the resignation of 
the Italian government 

The three gunmen appeared in 
foe beachside court building only 
a couple of hundred metres from 
foe marina where the three Isr- 
aelis were shot dead aboard their 
small yacht 

Scores of armed police ringed 
foe court precincts in an unp-- 
recedented security operation 
during foe gunmen’s 1 5 - min ute 
court appearance in this peaceful 
tourist-resort town. 

The three surrendered to foe 
police 10 hours after seizing foe 
Israeli yacht in a dawn attack. 

Police Prosecutor Yannaids 
Chris todoulou told the court in 
earlier remand proceedings the 


three shot an Israeli woman, Est- 
her Palzur, 50. as soon as they 
boarded foe yacht 

He added that Mrs. Palzuris 
husband. Reuven. 53. and a third. 
Israeli aboard. Abraham Avnery. 
55. were tied up and shot in foe 
back of foe heacfshortly before the 
gunmen who had been de ma nd in g 
foe release of Palestinian com- 
mandos imprisoned in Israel, 
gave themselves up to the police. 

The three gunmen face a total of 
eight charges, three for pre- 
meditated murder and five for foe 
unlawful possession of firearms 
and explosives. 

The three were listed on foe 
charge sheet as: 

KhaJed Abdel Kader Al Khatib. 
28, k student; Abdul Hakim Sado 
Khalifa. 29,' a labourer and Ian 
Michael Davison. 25, a carpenter, 
with a British passport 

All three are accused col- | 
lectively on foe three charges for | 
foe murder of each of foe three 
Israelis. They are also accused col- 
lectively cm the five charges for the 

possession of firearms and exp- , 
losrves. 


Iran again warns U.S. 


NICOSIA. Cyprus (Agencies) — 
An Iranian military leader says 
more attacks on Iran’s oil export 
facilities could jeopardise U.S. 
interests in the Gulf region, foe 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported Friday. 

1RNA. monitored here, quo- 
ted Col. Ali Sayyad Shirazt com- 
mander of Iran's ground forces, as 
saying that if Iraq continues eff- 
orts to block his country’s oil exp- 
orts. “no one will be capable of 
protecting UJ>. interests in foe 
region.” 

IRNA said Col. Shirazi made 
foe statement Thursday, noting 
that he doubted foe United States 
would interfere directly in foe 
Gulf war because “Iran thinks it 
improbable that foe U.S. would 
commit such a dangerous act aga- 
inst herself.” 

Iran and Iraq have been at war 


diplomatic relations last year after ; 
a break of 17 years. 

Meanwhile Iranian Prime Min- 
ister Mir-Hossein Mousavi has 
won President Ali Khamenei’s j 
approval to appoint two radical j 
ministers to foe key portfolios of] 
oO and foe interiof. IRNA rep- 
orted Thursday. 

It said Mr. Mousavi notified 
Parliamentary Speaker AG Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani that each of 
foe 24 names — including seven 
fresh faces — in his proposed new 
cabinet now awaited foe approval 
of parliament, which has in the 
past been reluctant to rub- 
berstamp Mr. Mousavfs pro- 
public secto r polfcws.— - 

The newspaper Kay h an Int-' 
ernational noted that foe list 
“does not differ much from the 
one Premier Mousavi proposed to 


for more than five years, and foe ■ foe president at the beginning of • 
United States and Iraa renewed fois week.” 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


JUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This btfomudon b supplied by AEa btf- 
ormation denartnau at dtt Quern Am 
International Airport, td. (08) 53200-5, 
when it should always be verified, 

ARRIVALS 


London. Lamaca (1 

Aqaba | 

Kuwaiti 

Cairo | 

Karachi. Dubai j 

Abo Dhabi. Bahrain I 

Dhahran ( 

Singapore ( 


. Muscat. Doha, Bahrain i 

Moscow 

— Kuwait ( 


New York. Vienna (RJj 

— Cairo (RJj 

Copenhagen. Frankfort (KJ) 

Besot (MEA) 

Istanbul |RJ) 

Paris. Damasc u s (AF) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

Frankfurt (LH) 


DEPARTURES 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

RegulorUnc ships docking at Aqaba, 
port: 

— Kriu 

— Meiznrio 

— Maria 

— White Mississippi 


Amin Kawar and Sons Gc 
, 622324-9'at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Thursday rates 

Local adltbuy rates in fils 

Bahcainii dinar 1001 Sf 1009.5 

Dutch guilder 1265/ 1275 

Eg y pti an guiaea 2275/ 2335 

S5c& franc 46£/ 472 

Iraqi (Scar 3617 3675 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1743/ 175.7 

Kuwaiti dinar 1285/ 12904 

Lebanese lira 22 21 233 

Omamriyal 10925/ 1100 

Oalari riyal' 104/ 1043 

Saudi riyal 104/ 1045 

Swedish crown 475/ 47.9 

Swiss franc 174.1/ 1755 

Syrian lira 222/ 232 

UAE dirham 1033/ 104 

U.K- stating pound 5405/ 544.9 

USJ doDar 376.7/ 379.9 

W. German mark 142.7/ 143.8 
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— Istanbul. 


... Lamaca, London (BA) 
Athens (OA) 

— Tiydi (RJ) 

Brassds. rare (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

Cairo (MS) 

London (RJj 

Frankfurt (RJj 

. Vienna. New York (RJj 

... Rome (RJj 

— Istanbul (kJ) 

Bahrain (GF) 

t Cajjo (RJj 

Moscow (SU) 

... Kuwarf (KU) 


WEATHER 

Bidhain supplied by the Depa rtm e nt of 
Meteorology. 

It wSl be fair. Variable winds will 
become aoufiieasteriy moderate at 
time*. In Aqaba.wiids will be norfbeiiy 
moderate and calm sea. 


Annua 

Aqaba . 

-11/26 



Desert 

Jordan Valley — 

10/26 

18/31 


..... Doha i 


.Abu Dhabi, Dubai i 
Cairo I 


Yesterday’s high temp era tares: 
Ammo 24.7, Aqaba 304. H umidi ty 
readings: Amman 23 per cent- AyKa 
23 percent. 


CAIRO (R) — President Hosni 
Mubarak, recently preoccupied 
with crises in foe Middle East 
.-turns his attention Saturday to 
patching up Egypt’s ties With 
SudanTns turbulent southern nei- 
ghbours. 

Sudan’s militar y leader. Geo. 
Abdul Rahman Swareddahab'. is 
due here for his first visit since he 
toppled Jaafer Numeiri in a coup 
last April. He last met Mr. Mub- 
arak in Khartoum in June. . 

Traditionally dose relations are 
based on Egypt’s economic dep- 
endence on the River Nile, whose 
middle reaches are controlled by 
Sudan. They came under strain 
after the coup when Sudan signed 
a military protocol with Libya, 
Egypt's arch -foe. 

On foe other side. Khartoum 
was angry at the asylum Cairo off- 
ered to Numeiri. who is wanted in 
Sudan for trial on a string of cha- 
rges ranging from treason to cor- 
ruption. 

Numeiri is believed still to be in 
Egypt but a spokesman in Kha- 
rtoum for foe ruling Transitional 
Military Council (TMC) said Gen. 
Swareddahab would not ask Mr. 
Mubarak to hand him over. 

Mr. Mubarak has already rej- 
ected one Such request. 

Indications are that both sides 
will seek to bury disputes and 
stress pouts of broad agreemnet 
during Gen. Swareddahab’s 
three -day visit, which indudes two 
scheduled sessions of private talks 
with Mr. Mubarak ana additional 
discussions with aides. 

Mr. Mubarak's political affairs 
advisor. Osama Al Baa. said last 
week in a newspaper interview foe 
two leaders would discuss “new 
bases for mtegratipur ' 

The integration project, ens- 


hrined in a ft82 accord. envisages , 
eventual political and economic 
unity, but has lost momentum. 
Government sources say Gaso is 
prepared to revise it to meet 
famine-stricken Sudan’s dev- 
elopment needs. 

The two countries are also lin- 
ked by a mutual defence agr- 
eement signed in 1976. which 
Sudanese leftists want scrapped 
but TMC members have pledged 
to uphold. 

The two leaders arce&pected to 
dis cuss Sudan’s security problems 
following a short-lived mutiny by' 
some troops last month which toe 
government said was a bid. backed 
by an unnamed foreign power.* 4 to' 
set up a Communist state in south 
Sudan." 

They wiD also review the two- 
year-old civil war in foe south, 
where fighting las continued des- 
pite an announcement last week 
by foe rebel Sudan Peoples Lib- 
eration Array of a two-week cea- 
sefire. 

Meanwhile a Sudanese official 
said in an interview Thursday foal 
Numeiri' has sent tapes and lea- 
flets for distribution m Sudan cri- 
ticising foe militar y rulers who 
deposed him last April. 

The Khartoum daily Al Saluda 
said Attorney-General Omar 
Abdulati described foe tapes as a 
form of “psychological warfare.” 
The papersaid foe tapes and pam- 
phlets were “hostile to the current 
democratic regime." 


Numeiri was visiting Cairo 
when the military overthrew his 
government last April. Security 
officials said last month he had ten 
his exile home xn Cairo, but fois 
has not been confirmed by foe 
Egyptian government 


3 die, 17 injured in 
Egyptian train collision 


CAIRO (AP) A speeding pas- 
senger train rammed into a 
slow-moving one in foe Nile Delta 
Thursday night, killing three peo- 
. pie and injuring 17, railway police 
said Friday. 

A police spokesman said both 
trains were headed from Cairo to 
foe Mediterranean port city of 
Alexandria. The collision occ- 
urred near Tukh, about 25 kil- 


ometres north of Cairo. The sec- 
ond train left Cairo 45 minutes 
after the first, said the spokesman, 
who refused to be identified by 
name. “The first train had slowed 
down while foe second, coming 
from behind, was nmning at foil 
' speed" he said. 

He said foe last car of foe first 
train and foe engine of foe second 
were derailed and overturned. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman govemoratt 891228 

Airman dvil defence — 198. 199 

Civil Defence Ixtrid .. 271293. 27313 1 
Civil Defence Omvesmeb — 770733 

Ambulance ... 193. 775111 

Amman downtown Eat brigade 198 

Fast aid 630341 

Blood bank : 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622 090-3 

Brice rescue _ 192, 621112. 637777 

Pofice headquarters 639141 

TirafficpoBee : 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal wata complaints 771125/8 
OueenASalnL Airport (08)53330/60 


hospitals 


Hasses Medical Cfentre _ 

KhaHdi Maternity, J. Amn 
Alcileb Maternity. J, 

Jabal Amman Maternity .. 

Malhas, J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmeisani 


University Htxzrit 
Al-MuasbwHosp 
The Islamic. Aba 
Al-Ahfi, Abdali .. 
Italian. AI-Muhat 
Al-Basfitr, J. Ast® 
Army. IVfarka 


81381332 
. 644281/6 
Amman 

- 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 

- 664171/4 

— 669131 
845845/65 
. 667227/9 

666127/37 

- 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775211/26 
891611/15 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Dotraod A] Sambouri — 778526 

Dr. Fakber Al Bfibeisi (— ) 

Nnjsaukh pharmacy 623671 

Jabal Al Jofeh pharmacy 777444 

tad pharmacy 774892 

Faya pharmacy 6616Z7 

TAXIS: 

Hussein taxi 721776 

KhaJdorm taxi — 66488U 

B&ssam cud — 811067 

Ahfitmd i — 621127 

fQunyan taxi 641541 

Mashhour taxi 625021 

IRBID: 

Dr. Nad Rachkl Hamed (— ) 

Hama pharmacy 245172 

ZARvjA: 

Dr. ivfebab Hijja*i 981217 

Al Adham pharmacy — ( — ) 


general 

Jonhm Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan ..... 774111/19 

Mmfctiy of Tourism 642311 

Hotel ocnplamis ....... 666412 

Price complains 661 J76 

Teh^hcme Information . _ 12 

Jordan and Middle East cafe 10 

Overseas calb : . 17 

Repair service i u 


market prices 


Apple 

Apple (American) 


Banana (Mtikammar) , 
Beans (loed) 


Carrot (yefl 
CanBfkwer 
Cucumber C 
Cucnmberi! 


Oeapeg (white) •„ 

Juavas 

Lemon (green) _ 


.300/250 

.300/260 

.250/220 

.420/360 

.180/150 

.170/130 

.260/220 

-180/150 

.260/200 

.110/ 90 

.200/150 

.320/250 

.200/150. 

.20QI1S0 

.140/100 


Mallow 

Marrow (large) 

Manoir hmm:> 

Ofive 

Onfao (dry) 

Okrti 

Orange f Abn suna) 
Orange (Sharmnotitj 


Pepper (sweet) 

Feppw(hot).. 


Rac&sbes 


- 100/ 70 

-200/150 

— 350/300 

_ 420/ 350 

_ 160/120 

..'380/300 

_240/200 

-.200/170 

_ 70/ 70. 

-.350/250 

-.550/500 

-220/190 

-.200/160 

-.280/186 

-.100/70 

—320/280 

—280/200 
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Symposium calls 
for women’s 
participation in 
development 

AMMAN (Petra) . — A three-day 
symposium on population issues 
and die role of trade unions, org- 
anised in cooperation with two 
United Nations agencies, ended in 
Amman Thursday. 

Among the recommendations 
were calls on the government to 
encourage women to participate 
in development projects, to est- 
ablish factories and to implement 
more projects in various urban 
and rural areas of Jordan. 

The symposium, in a final sta- 
tement. called for spreading pop- 
ulation education to all sectors m 
Jordanian society due to its sig- 
nificance in the lives of the Jor- 
danian people, in both the social 
and econo mic fields. 

The recommendations ailed on 
foegovemment to give Jordanians 
priority over foreign nationals in 
employment and to ensure health 
security for all members of society 
through establishing health cen- 
tres in all regions. They called on 
the government to speed up work 
on the new labour law which 
would make provisions in social 
services to workers and their uni- 
ons. 

In order to achieve more bal- 
ance in comprehensive social and 
economic development there is a 
need for implementing projects 
and building factories in rural and 
urban regions on an equal basts, 
the final communique said. It cal- 
led on the the government to give 
more attention to the role of Jor- 
danian women, granting them 
■maternity leave, establishing nur- 
series for the children of working 
women and allowing married 
women to retain their jobs. 

The symposium was organised 
by the Ministry of Labour and Soc- 
ial development in cooperation 
with the Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions and in conjunction 
with the International Labour 
Organisation and the United Nat- 
ions Centre for Population Act- 
ivities. 



His Majesty Kmg Hnssein and Her Royal Highness 
Princes Sarvatfa greet Her Majesty «jneea Nsor at 


the airport upon the .Queen’s return from the United 

States (Petra photo) 


s^ueen Noor returns from United States 
conference on international drug abuse 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
.Jueen Noor returned to Amman 
Thursday evening at the end of a 
visit to the United States where 
she led Jordan's delegation to the 
First Ladies Conference on Drug 
Abuse held in New York City. 

The conference was organised 
by United States First Lady Nano/ 
Reagan and attended by first lad- 
ies of 29 nations. It was called to 
discuss growing international drug 
abuse and the measures families 
can take to stem the problem. 

The Jueen addressed the con- 
ference and later called at Phoenix 
House drug rehabilitation centre 
in New York where she was bri- 
efed on the centre's development 
and services. She discussed with 
the centre's supervisors and off- 
icials the prospect of exchanging 
information and expertise with 
concerned Jordanian institutions. 

Upon her return to Amman. 


Aieen Noor was met by His Maj- 
esty King Hussein. Their Royal 
Highnesses Princess Sarvath. Pri- 
ncess Basma. and His Royal Hig- 
hness Prince Abdullah Ibn A I 
Hussein. Prince Ra'd Ibn Zaid. 
the chief chamberlain, as well as 
the wives of the prime minister, 
the court minister, the U.S. amb- 
assador to Jordan and the British 
charge d'affaires in Amman. 

Upon directives from the 
jueen. Health Minister Zaid 
Hamzeh. who accompanied 
Jueen Noor on the visit to the 
United States. Thursday toured a 
number of health centres in order 
to benefit from their experiences. 
Hie information will be used in 
the establishment of a national 
institute' for the treatment of chi- 
ldren's diseases which will be set 
up by the Jueen Noor Fou- 
ndation. 

Dr. Hamzeh visited a national 


centre, affiliated to the George 
Washington University, which 
offers physiotherapy, surgery and 
other services for children. 

Later, he called at a hospital for 
military servicemen, which offers 
treatment to retired military per- 
sonnel, and was briefed on its ser- 
vices. Dr. Hamzeh visited a reh- 
abilitation centre in Virginia 
which offers rehabilitation tre- 
atment to young drug addicts, and 
is due to visit an institute in Was- 
hington D.C. which offers tre- 
atment and rehabilitation to mute 
children. 

The minister will also visit ano- 
ther centre providing reh- 
abilitation services for the men- 
tally ill and will try to benefit from 
its systems and organisation in 
establishing a similar centre in 
Amman which foe Health Min- 
istry plans to buDd next year. 


Doctors, clergy discuss 
diagnosis of brain death 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A pan-Arab con- 
gress on anaesthesia and intensive 
care concluded in Amman Thu- 
rsday after three days of meeting? . 
by eminent specialists. Topksoo 
up to the minute medical ach- 
ievements all around the world 
were discussed in the congress, foe 
first of its kind in the Kingdom. 

The closing session was ded- 
icated to a panel discussion on 
brain death with the participation 
of leading doctors. Islamic and 
Christian clergymen. 

In foe panel, lecturers tackled 
brain death from the medical, rel- 
igious legal standpoints. On the 
medical angle. Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Helmi Hijazi and other doc- 
tors explained that brain death is 
characterised by either the sudden 
stop of heart functions and bre- 
athing or a complete seizure of the 
brain. 

Causes of primary brain des- 
truction are direct strokes on the 


brain, hemorrhage, in tra -cranial 
or infraction of the brain in add- 
ition to an acute lack of oxygen. 
Dr. Hijazi and foe team said. They 
also discussed cases Of brain death 
victims in irreversible comas or 
connected to artificial respirators 
and-said that a sufficient period of 
’ time should be given in order to 
diagnose that -foe destruction is 
incurable. 

•On the Islamic perspective. 
Dean of the Islamic Law (Sha- 
ria’a) Faculty at the University of 
Jordan Ibrahim Keilani said that 
organs from a brain death victim 
could be transplanted in another 
human being to save his life. Dr. 
Keilani. however, said a com- 
mittee of specialised doctors sho- 
uld thoroughly examine the dec- 
eased person to medically confirm 
foe state of brain death. None of 
the doctors participating in the 
. committee should take part in any 
transplant surgery performed on 
patients -having organs from the 
patient In question, he added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Syrian industry minister due Monday 

AMMAN (Petra) —Syrian Minister of Industry AliTarabuIsi will 
arrive in Amman Monday to head his country’s delegation to the 
Jordanian -Syrian Land Transport Company meetings. Mr. Tar- 
abulsi will also head foe ordinary session of the Amman-based 
Arab Organisation for Industrial Development due to be held 
here on Oct. 30. 

Jordan, Iraq discuss oil projects 

BAGHDAD (J.T.) — Jordan and Iraq ’Hiursday held talks on 
promoting bilateral cooperation in the oil industry, exchanging 
expertise and setting up joint oil projects. The talks were con- 
ducted by teams led by Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hisham A1 Khatib and Iraqi Oil Minister casern A1 Ureibi. 

Arab ministers conclude education talks 

BAGHDAD (Petra) —The third A rab ministerial conference on 
hi gh er education and scientific research in the Arab World con- 
cluded in Ba gh dad Thursday. The conference chairman and head 
of Jordan's delegation Dr. Nassereddin A1 Assad said that the 
conference endorsed a proposal for establishing an Arab centre 
for A rabisation and publication, and another for higher studies 
and scientific research. Dr. Assad, who is also minister of higher 
education, said in a statement to the Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, in Baghdad that Arab countries will shortly choose a site for 
these two centres. 

Ministry issues U.N. anniversary stamps 

AMMAN (Petra) —The MBnistiy of Communications hasissued 
commemorative stamps to mark the United Nations’ 40th ann- 
iversary. The stamps are of 60 and 125 fils denominations and 
circulate to various post offices in the country on Friday. 

First phase of Russeifa park completed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The first phase of a national park planted 
with forest trees has been completed at Russeifa. and hMded-over 
Russeifa Municipality. A municipality spokesman said that a total 
erf 1 36.000 donums of land were developed in the first phase at a 
cost of JD 47,000. 


Medical malpractice: 
measures to deal with a 
growing social concern 

following is. the second of, a two-part article on medical mal- 
practice in Jordan and the measures being taken to deal with -the issue. 
Part one of the article appeared in Thursday’s issue of the Jordan 
Times # 


By Natiwa Najjar 
SpeaaJ to me Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Great strides have 
been taken to eliminate the inc- 
reasing incidence of medical mal- 
practice in Jordan. Dr. Mustapha 
Bannawi. secretary general of the 
Jordan Medical Counci] (JMC) 
told foe Jordan Times that he bel- 
ieves a worldwide deterioration in 
foe standards of the medical pro- 
fession has led to a rise in acc- 
idental medical mistakes. 

The four most common reasons 
for medical malpractice, he con- 
tinued, are lack of a medical kno- 
wledge, negligence, economics, 
and intentional malpractice. - 
Event though a patient can take 
his case to either the Jordan Med- 
ical Association (JMA) or the 
courts, the JMC has been seriously 
working to fulfill the objective of 
raising the standard of the medical 
profession. 

In 1982 Jordan was one of the 
first countries in the Arab World 
to establish a local medical council 
when the JMC was created. The 
formation of local medical cou- 
ncils was recommended in 1978 
when ministers from all over the 
A rab World met in Kuwait to dis- ‘ 
cuss means to combat the problem 
of medical malpractice. 

Members of the JMC feel that 
medical schools^re generally of a 
good standard. In order to ensure 
that all students meet certain min- 
imum requirements, however, any 
person wishing to practice med- 
icine in Jordan must first pass the 
JMC exam, which has been man- 
datory since Feb. 16. 1982. 

The first step for general pra- 
ctitioner candidates who studied 
abroad is one year of training 
under the supervision of the Min- 
istry of Health. This training is 
also required for those who have 1 
studied in Jordan. After the year 
of training, all candidates must sit 
for the general practitioner qua- 
lifying exam, the minimum req- 
uirement in order to practice as a 
general practitioner. 

Specialists must also meet cer- 
tain minimum standards. Those 
who study in Jordan must train for 
three or four years, depending on 
the specialisation. The training 
programme is conducted in con- 
junction with the Jordan Uni- 
versity Medical College, the Royal 
Medical Services, audfoe Ministry 
of Health. Those who studied abr- 
oad and have been certified abr- 
oad must sit for an exam. If they 
do not pass, they are given the lic- 
ence to practice as general pra- 
ctitioners only. 

Training of both general pra- 
ctitioners and specialists is an 
important step to give physicians 
and specialists a minimum level of 


knowledge and experience. The 
exam is a means of standardising 
the medical profession in Jordan. 
The obligatory training and exams 
are critical elements in the effort 
to achieve two of the JMCs obj- 
ectives: To raise and maintain the 
standard of the jnedical and pra- 
ctical level of physicians for each 
speciality m cooperation with tea- 
ching institutions and to specify 
the necessary minimum training 
for general practice and for each 
speciality in accordance with the 
latest advances in medical kno- 
wledge. 

Dr. Bannawi feels that if the 
JMC succeeds In fulfilling these 
objectives, utilising the means 
described above. 90 per cent of 
accidental medical malpractice 
could be eliminated. 

Additional su gg estions to imp- 
rove the medical profession were 
given to the Jordan Times by a 
physician who preferred to remain 
anonymous. He said, “It is a 
double-edged knife. You must 
have foe necessary facilities and 
centres, as well as the doctors and 
nurses. He said: “Many times the 
death of the patient is due to the 
lack of facilities. Imagine, in Jor- 
dan civilian physicians do not even 
have a coronary care ambulance. 
Many times I had to take a patient 
who was having a heart attack to 
the hospital in my car. If this pat- 
ient dies, is it my fault?" 

The other suggestions he made 
to improve the medical profession 
and to reduce medical malpractice 
were casualty centres on the roads 
otutside of Amman, mandatory 
inspections of clinics and surgical 
areas and equipment, circulars 'to 
provide up-to-date information 
on diseases and treatment met- 
hods. new services for patients 
such as meals on wheels for those 
whose lives depend on eating diets 
prepared by doctors and man- 
datory continuous medical edu- 
cation. 

Dr. Hassan Kreis, president of 
foe Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA) said that incentives to enc- 
ourage physicians to participate in 
continuous medical training pro- 
grammes are presently under 
study. One possibility is to make 
lecture attendance a mandatory 
requirement for membership in 
the medical association. Another 
is to tie seniority to the acc- 
umulation of points earned by att- 
ending training sessions. Phy- 
sicians questionnaires might be 
yet another method to force them 
to open books and refresh their 
memories, he said- 
The genera! consensus reached 
by the various physicians int-. 
erviewed by the Jordan Times was 
that prevention is foe best med- 
icine for medical malpractice. 


Jordan continues to 
to Mideast problem, 

Crown Prince addresses celebration 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan said Thursday that Jordan will continue 
to seek a peaceful solution to the Middle East pro- 
blem that will secure the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people in their homeland. 


seek peaceful end 
Prince Hassan says 

to mark U.N. 40th anniversary 


In a speech at the Jordan Int- 
ercontinental Hotel delivered dur- 
ing a celebration marking the.40th 
anniversary of foe United Nat- 
ions. Prince Hassan said that in 
spite of obstacles Jordan, would 
continue to pursue policies of 
moderation and stability in its 
economic, political, and soda! rel- 
ations with the nations of foe 
world. 

Describing the continued agony 
of the Arab occupied territories. 
Prince Hassan said that since 
1967. the Israelis have occupied 
foe West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
and practised all forms of arbitrary 
policies and inhuman treatment 
against Arabs living there. 

In violation of all international 
norms and principles, Israel has 
denied the Palestinian people 
then legitimate human rights, con- 
fiscated their lands and homes and 
established settlements to Str- 
engthen its doccnpation of Arab- 
territory. Prince Hassan said. 

He said that the United Nations 
has adopted several in^portant 
resolutions on foe Middle East 
question and the Palestine pro- 
blem. but foe Israeli authorities 
have disregarded them and failed, 
to respect foe will of foe world 
community. Israel has barred all 
United Nations fact-finding mis- 
sions from visiting the occupied 
lands to study the situation and foe 
condition of foe Arab inhabitants. 
Prince Hassan added. He said that 
Jordan continues to cooperate 
with the United Nations and with 
all peace-loving nations for the 
purpose of achieving justice and 
regaining foe usurped territories, 
sb that foe whole region can live in 
peace and freedom. 

Prince Hassan said that the Uni- 
ted Nations has been tackling foe 
Middle East conflict since its cre- 
ation. He quoted His Majesty 
King Hussein's statement to foe 
General Assembly in which foe 
K ing said that the. United Nations 
and foe Palestine problem were 
twms bom from the same womb of 
war and brought into foe world 

“iftr ncT^ust^and durable 


solution has been found for the 
Middle East question, the United 
Nations has always served as an 
international forum for expressing 
foe views of aD countries grouped 
in the world organisation, and 
where all oat ions have voiced their 
views on foe Middle East que- 
stion.” Prince Hassan said. He 
continued that resolutions issued 
by the United Nations throughout 
these past years reflect foe world’s 
conscience, confirm the non- 
admissibility of seizing territory by 
force and underline the right of all 
world peoples to self- 
determination. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan has a 
profound faith in international 
cooperation for the sake of pro- 
moting the economic and social 
life oral! peoples, and Jordan will 
therefore continue to have close 
cooperation with all United Nat- 
ions agencies and organisations in 
social and economic fields. 

He added that the world com- 
munity and foe human race con- 
tmue to confront the danger of 
nuclear war. famine and bac- 
kwardness and therefore further 
cooperation among world nations 
is required to handle these issues 
and to enhance world peace. 

Dr. Hazem Nuseibeh. Minister 
of State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
also addressed those gathered for 
the celebration. He thanked Pri- 
nce Hassan for jjatrooising foe 
ceremony and said that Jordan 
will continue to uphold the role 
and the principles of foe United 
Nations and will endeavour to est- 
ablish foe re^gn of right, justice, 
and peace in foe world. 

Dr. Nuseibeh also referred to 
His Majesty King Hussein's recent 
address to foe United Nations 
General Assembly, describing it 
as a further contribution to foe 
United Natrons' constructive end- 
eavours. 

The world heard King Hussein 
last month appealing to the work) 
roramunity to find a settlement for 
foe Middle East problem and end 
foe sufferings of foe Palestinian 
people. Dr. Nuseibeh said. 

The success or failure of foe 


United Nations depends on the 
will of nations grouped in foe 
world organisation and the det- 
ermination of their governments 
and peoples to defeat ail enemies 
of peace, he added. 

Over the past rh ree decades, the 
United Nations has helped many a 
nation to obtain freedom and ind- 
ependence and to end a long era of 
colonialism and foreign rule. 
These freed nations now form foe 
majority of the United Nations 
members, the minister pointed 
out. 

The United Nations was created 
after the Second World War to 
help all nations to regain their 
rights and independence and to 
establish relations among nations 
based on mutual respect. Dr. Nus- 
eibeh continued. 

He said that the rich nations of 
foe world should offer more to 
help the poor countries to improve 
their social and economic con- 
dition and should exert stronger 
efforts to prevent the plague of 
war. 

Also speaking at the celebration 
was Mr. Adnan Ra’ouf, the res- 
ident representative of the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme. who said that it is imp- 
ortant to utilise this opportunity to 
embark m a necessary process of 
rejuvenating the United Nations. 

Mr. Ra'ouf went on to say that 
Prince Hassan took the first step in 
that direction when three years 
ago he made an appeal from the 
rostrum of foe General Assembly 
to introduce the human element 
m to foe process of development 
hy calling for a “New Int- 
ernational Human Order” and 
reminding foe U.N. of the “moral 
aspects of development.” He said 
that the ultimate purpose of dev- 
elopment is foe advancement of 


human beings and the enh- 
ancement of human values and 
added that foe appeal from foe 
Crown Prince served to remind 
that development cannot he ach- 
ieved without a moral con t ait. 

Mr. Ra’ouf continued that the : 
United Nations offices fun- 
ctioning in Jordan have been try- 
ing to improve the quality of life m ’ 

the Kingdom in cooperation with 
foe Jordanian authorities. He 
added that the agencies have also ■ 
been trying to promote the major 
purposes of the United Nations: 
“To -'achieve international coo- • 
pe rat ion in solving international . 
problems of an economic, social, 
cultural or humanitarian cha- 
racter.” 

Outlining the activities of the 
United Nations Relief and Works : 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
foe Near East (UNRWA). Mr. 
Ra'ouf said that inspite of a chr- 
onic financial deficit. UNRWA : 
continues ro render its- relief ser- 
vices to Palestinian refugees. 

Mr. Ra'ouf continued that the - 
United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) services in Jordan 
since 1960 have provided support 
in the fields of teacher training. : 
health education, water and san- 
itation. pre-school education and <- 
vocational training for women. 

He said foe World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) has so far com- 
mitted $107,355 million worth of 
food in Jordan and that 23 dev- 
elopment projects and 14 eme- 
rgency projects at a total cost to 
WFP of $84 million have been 
successfully completed, in fields 
ranging from soil conservation, 
olive tree planting, afforestation 
and construction of agricultural 
roads. 


The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
extends its sincere congratulations to the Jordan 
Times on the occasion of its l Oth Anniversary 
wishing the editing staff of the newspaper and the 
Jordan Press Foundation every success thr- 
oughout the years to come. 
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Media: Past failures and future 


By H.R.H. Crown Prince Hassan 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday’s 


Al Ra’i: No to blackmail 

KING HUSSEIN in an interview with correspondents of world press 
. and television networks spoke with clarity and frankness, rejecting 
any unilateral negotiations with Israel. He stressed Jordan's call for 
the convening of an international conference to read) a com- 
prehensive peace. 

King Hussein also rejected linking any arms deal with the United 
States with the peace process, and current initiatives to end the 
Arab-Israeli conflict Jordan, he said, seeks to establish peace but in 
cooperation with all Arab states involved in the conflict because it 
f wants a peace that would last and based on right and justice. 

King Hussein's statement to the press served as a blow to the U.S. 
1 - Congress which refuses to sell Jordan defensive weapons unless it 
‘ enters into direct negotiations with Israel. The underhand dealing of 
1 -the VS. Congress is a kind of blackmail practiced against Jordan and 
’’ reflects America’s total bias to the Zionist state. 

\ Jordan, in its endeavour to arrive at an honourable peace, will 
"" never succumb to this blackmail or any sort of pressure. 


■yAl Dustour: An important visit 

' KING HUSSEIN'S meeting with Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak in Amman and their talks on Arab affairs and Palestinian issues 
: reflects both leaders' keenness on joining hands in the face of com- 
r ; moo dangers and Jordan ian-Egyptian concern over the future of this 
1 ; area and its people. 

; Ibis was an important meeting, coming on fee heels of weeks full 
of serious developments and events that were planned by our ene- 
\ mies to abort all efforts for a just peace. 

,v The developments which began wife the Larnaca affair included 

* Israel's air raid on Tunis and fee seizure of the Italian cruiser and the 

* hijack of the Egyptian airliner which all led to fee abortion of a 
5 scheduled meeting between a joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
j: -mid die British foreign secretary. 

In view of fee seriousness of the situation the two leaders decided 
to meet to re-assess their position wife the purpose of foiling Israel’s 

* plots' and wnspiracies against our nation. 

The visit is also important since it comes within a framework of 

* Arab efforts to end differences among Arab countries. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Pursuing peace 

1 ITIS because the Jordanians and Egyptians face fee same challenges 
't and look towards fee achievement of the same goals. President 
*" Mubarak and King Hussein met in Amman Thursday. The two 
leaders realise the futility of fee Camp David accord and of any 
' separate treaties wife Israel which do not provide for a solution to fee 
. .Palestine problem. 

. Both leaders realise feat there can be no real solution to the Middle 
j. East problem unless fee whole question was discussed with fee 
- participation of Egypt Jordan. Syria and Lebanon as well as fee PLO 
at an-inte rnational conference. 

Both leaders also realise that they cannot accept Shimon Peres's 
1 formula contained in his address to the United Nations’ General 
'.Assembly because it has no provision for a final solution to the 
* ’ Palestine problem. 

The two leaders had to meet in view of fee serious situation in our 
region because of the dangerous developments over the past weeks. 
~ They had to meet in the face of the conspiracies hatched by the 
‘'.Zionist groups in fee United States and feerr pressure to force Jordan 
“ to enter into direct negotiations wife Israel. 


|..ThHrsdary*s 

!■- . • I 

'■;Al Ra’i: Israeli fears 4- 1 

f ISRAEL'S WAR minister Yitzhak Rabin Wednesday expressed his 
c. fear of any rapprochement among Arab countries because, he said. 

I that would affect Egypt’s stand vis-a-vis its separate peace treaty wife 
IsraeL Of course there is nothing feat worries Israel more than Arab 
consensus and rapprochement and fee rebuilding of bridges of 
'understanding and cooperation among Arab states. 

Needless to say. that any rapproachement among Arab countries 
represents fee first constructive step towards a total reconciliation 
among them. Rabin seems to be afraid of the possibility of Egypt 
moving away from fee Camp David agreement as it witnesses the 
other Arab countries bolstering their ties. 

Jordan which has been working to re-establish solidarity among 
Arab countries will go ahead with its endeavour despite the Rabin 
statements which imply some threats to the Arabs in general and 
Egypt in particular. 

Jordan will not be discouraged from aiming at achieving national 
goals and repelling all dangers now threatening the Arab nation. 


Sawt Al Shaab : The Chinese connection 

REPORTS FROM Peking indicate feat China and Iran have made 
good progress in their negotiations over Chinese arms sales to Teh- 
ran. China, the reports say. will supply Iran wife Scod tactical missiles 

■*■*«■ — MnnUli’lii 


“THE PENNY -papers of New 
York do more to govern this cou- 
ntry than the White House at 
Washington. 1 *' So said Wendell 
Phillips some*, years ago. little 
realising how much greater the inf- 
luence of fee press was to become 
even within his own lifetime. 
Never in human history has soc- 
iety been more media-oriented 
than it is today. The last three dec- 
ades have seen a revolution in fee 
methods of news-gathering, dis- 
semination and analysis. Sud- 
denly. we can all become each 
other’s neighbours, with eve- 
rything feat implies, to be enr- 
iched. influenced and irritated by 
each other. As a result the media 
bear a heavy responsibility not 
only as regards fee factual rep- 
orting of news but and this is fee 
thorn in fee cushion of the edi- 
torial diair, as a powerful inf- 
luence in the shaping of public 
opinion on any contested issue in 
fee international arena. By ope- 
ning up fee way for exchanges of 
values, information and pro- 
paganda of unparalleled impact 
fee media have introduced a new 
dimension to international affairs 
which was virtually unknown in 
fee diplomacy of bygone days. 

No region in fee world has been 
more affected by fee transition 
from classical diplomacy to one 
dictated by a new world order 
than the Middle East The role of 
the world media has been ins- 
trumental in moulding, and sadly, 
on occasion, in twisting or dis- 
torting the West's view of fee 
Arab Middle East: its people, her- 
itage. culture and religion. Spe- 
aking first and foremost as an 
Arab and Jordanian. I feel that the 
picture painted in the Western 
media of our region, achievements 
and aspirations has often been 
crae-sided and one-dimensional. 

Indeed. I believe it has often 
been hostile, based upon dis- 
tortion and a lack of knowledge, 
conscious or otherwise, of us as a 
people. It is only recently that the. 
West has taken an active interest 
in trying to rediscover what con- 
stitutes fee modem Arab. 

Naturally, no one side can be 
held wholly responsible. Media, as 
has been said before, .are a two- 
way street and while consistent 
misrepresentation is a feet of life, 
we Arabs ’cannot continue to lay 
the blame for such mis- 
representation entirely on others. 
Rather we must explore fee pri- 
ncipal causes of fee present mis- 
nhderstandmg between the Arab 
World and fee West and attempt 
to analyse positively the reasons 
for this damaging situation and 
how it may best be remedied. 

Crucial to any analysis of rel- 
ations between the West and fee 
Arab World is a realistic concept 
of the historical interaction bet- 
ween these great nations and fee 
dominant forces which have led to 


fee formulation of their opinions 
and perceptions of each other. Let 
us first briefly consider this rel- 
ationship from an historical per- ■ 
spectrves. 

During fee Graeco-Roman era, 
geographical, political and cul- 
tural aspects of life in the Middle 
East and Europe were in constant 
interaction. As this period came to 
a dose, fee peoples of these reg- 
ions shared both fee ethics and 
values of fee monotheistic rel- 
igions originating in fee Middle 
East. The years from the 7th to fee 
15th oentury saw the con- 
• tin nation of this cultural and rel- 
, igious interaction between Chr- 
istian Europe and the largely Mus- 
lim Arab Middle East What con- 
cerns us here today is fee fact that 
this interplay succeeded in gen- 
erating, not increased cooperation 
and mutual understanding as 
might have been expected, but 
deep-rooted feelings of hostility 
between the Arabs and the Eur- 
opeans. 

As fee Arab Muslim tide rec- 
eded from Europe and fee Eur- 
opean armies left the Middle East 
at fee end of the Crusader cam- 
paigns. mutual feelings of respect 
mixed wife suspicion and hostility 
began to evolve between the 
Arabs and the Europeans. This' 
phase of history came to a close 
wife the rise of fee O ttoman Emp- 
ire, during which time there was 
little, if any. interchange between 
the Europeans and the Arabs. 
Perceptions and misconceptions 
remained frozen and were carried 
over into fee 20th oentury, which 
marked a new beginning and has 
continued to define fee fra- 
mework of understanding bet- 
ween Western and Arab peoples. 

After a hiatus in relations las- 
ting some five hundred years, the 
A rab Nation awoke on fee eve of 
the Arab Revolt led by my great 
grandfather. Sherif Hussein, in 
1916. who, wife the other leade- 
rs. fully realised the need to re- 
establish ties and build new bri- 
dges of understanding wife fee 
world powers, particularly the nat- - 
ions of fee West. The Arab ren- 
aissance was marked by a desire to 
look to fee West for support and 
assistance in meeting fee cha- 
llenges ahead. Tragically, their 
determination to pursue this end 
was met some might say thw- 
arted. by two emerging forces: 
neo -colonialism and fee Zionist 
movement. 

Both these forces carried within 
them their residual perceptions of 
the Arab people; old. prejudices 
wore new clothes. The neo- 
colonialist movement was more 
than a stumbling block to the rea- 
lisation of the national aspiration 
of the newly-awakened Arab 
people. It ran against fee declared 
intentions of the leaders of the 
Arab Revolt who were det- 
ermined to reconstruct their soc- 


iety and buSd a unified Arab 
nation-state, and led instead ta 
fragmentation in fee Arab East 
Its inherent hostility and racism 
were perhaps most evident in the 
Balfour Declaration of 19 17, 
when a British minister gave land, 
not his to give, to another people, 
against the will of the indigenous 
population, in a manner feat 
would have seemed not oily unj- 
ust but totally unthinkable in a 
Western context Wife Zionism, 
in many ways also a Western col- 
onialist movement a new and 
more sinister phase of anti-Arab 
propaganda began. 

It is evident them feat latent 1 
perceptions and in-built hostility 
here coloured the way in which fee 
Arabs and fee West ' view each 
other from feeir earliest contact 
until fee present day. In short, we 
can identify three major sources 
for fee West’s distorted image of 
our people. First there was the 
anti-Islamic ideology of fee Mid- 
dle Ages which found its full exp- 
ression in the Crusades; then there 
was fee racism of the Imperialist 
Age and fee anti -A rab pro- 
paganda of the Zionist movement 
which followed hard ou its heels, 
and last regrettably, is fee beh- 
aviour of fee Arabs themselves, 
which has often contributed to 
re-inforcing their negative image. 

Today, fee obstacles to a better 
understanding between both peo- 
ples, based on fee principles of 
mutual interest and respect, sho- 
uld not seem insurmountable. 
Unfortunately, however, the road 
towards achieving feat objective 
has proved extremely rocky as a 
result of Zionist intransigence and 
the imposition of the expansionist 
Zionist scheme on Arab land and 
Arab rights. 

Political Zionism has always 
been keenly aware of fee power of 
the press. After all, it was through 
fee work of a journalist. Theodor 
HerzL the founder of 'modem* 
Zionism, feat Zionism became a 
cause celeb re in fee West. Ski- 
llfully expoliting Western fears 
and anti-Arab prejudices.' the 
Zionists harnessed fee power of 
die media, as they continue to do. 
stopping short of nothing to fur- 
ther feeir ends. 

What followed was one of fee 
saddest chapters in modem int- 
ernational relations. Arabs were 
portrayed in a manner which 
made feeir contribution to hum- 
anity. their hopes and aspirations, 
their place m history and their 
sense of dignity, shrink into irr- 
elevance. They were dehumanised 
and portrayed as outcasts! It was. 
in the United States in particular, 
feat fee anti-Arab campaign was 
most concentrated. There the 
media.assumed earlier a more inf- 
luential role than elsewhere and 
with the additional power of tel- 
evision. was able to effectively 
direct pub lie opinion . Strongly inf- 


luenced by Zionists, fee media 
slant was hardly ever objective. 

The resulting campaign against 
fee Arabs managed to silence voi- 
ces of moderation within the 
media itself. Certainly there were 
conscientious individuals who 
tried to oppose the accepted opi- 
nion of fee day. to allow fee facts 
to speak for themselves and to 
right this injustice, but they were 
rapidly labelled as anti-Semitic 
and became easy victims to fee 
guilt-ridden nations of the West 
wife regard to the Jewish exp- 
erience. The conscience of fee 
West was locked in sympathy wife 
Israel and set on a misguided cou- 
rse inimical to the Arabs. 

Reaction by fee Arabs to this 
campaign, which falsified their 
histoiy and denigrated feeir ider 
ntity. has been one of bitter dis- 
illusionment with fee West They 
cannot understand how Western 
society, which nurtured the pri- 
nciples of social justice and pre- 
ached the right of self- 
determination and human dignity, 
can remain so insensitive to this 
historical distortion. Naively per- 
haps, many Arabs believed feat 
justice would triumph if only fee 
truth were known. 

Since the creation of the State of 
Israel, five wars have been fought 
in the Middle East; from the ashes 
of death and destruction, an image 
reflecting a more accurate reality 
of fee nature of the conflict is fin- 
ally emerging. Disinformed opi- 
nion is giving way to realistic ass- 
essments and. as fee invasion of 
fee Lebanon in 1982 and fee rec- 
ent raid on T unis have shown, fee 
truth will out. Many are beginning 
to re-examine earlier premises 
about fee nature of the conflict 
which for so long have dominated 
and shaped the West’s perceptions 
of fee Arab people. I am happy to 
say feat fee media have played an 
important role in this process of 
reevaluation. 

As relationships between nat- 
ions and states become more 
complex, conveying half-truths, 
generalities, distortions or dis- 
information becomes an inc- 
reasingly dangerous game. Mutual 
understanding is a crucial req- 
uirement both for the reduction of 
fee looming threat of armed con-- 
filet and fee enhancement of coo- 
peration between nations. The 
role of the media Is central to fee 
achievement of both these obj- 
ectives. 

If I may adapt a quote from 
John K. Winkler, for tenyearenow f 
fee Jqrdan Times, has carried out.' 
rather literacy, the dictum of Mr. 
Dooley feat the mission of the 
modem newspaper is to “comfort 
fee afflicted and afflict fee com- 
fortable.” This in itself is no mean 
feat and I believe our press bas 
taken great steps in bridging fee 
information gap. yet it still runs 
the risk of preaching only to fee 


converted. 

The potential for presenting an 
objective portrait of world events 
lies in fee hands of fee. mass 
media. Today’s journalist rep- 
resents a real power for freedom 
and human dignity. What is req^’ 
lured is a concerted and coo- 
perative "effort to use this opp- 
ortunity to bring understanding 
between peoples. At issue for fee 
A nabs is whether rair voice wOJ be 
heard, and whether the issues will 
be presented in a more balanced 
manner. Through mutual respect 
for and comprehension of the cul- 
tures and values of both fee Arabs 
and nations of the world, the press 
can play an active and positive role 
in achieving understanding, har- 
monious relations and peace bet- 
ween the international community 

of states. 

Unfortunately, there is a breed 
of journalist who is never happy 
unless other people — preferably 
uncouth, strangely dressed and 
speaking in “barbaric" longues — 
are trying to kin him. If he is dot 
allowed to go crawling through 
jungles infested wife spear- 
throwers and ghastly diseases or 
spend his time avoiding missiles, 
hurled at some government office 
by a howling mob. he declines rap- 
idly and emergency restorative 
treatment, such as a couple of 
weeks in a war-tom area, is often 
vital if he is not to go under. Yet 
although it is true feat “Harmony 
seldom makes a headline" (Silas 
Bent. “Strange Bedfellos”). fee 
press should not rest on its laurels 
knowing it has stunned us wife, 
shocking information. To give us 
information is its office, yet it must 
go further in its attempts to eva- 
luate information for fee pro- 
motion of international und- 
erstanding. Our journalists should 
be a mass of silent sentinels end- 
lessly spelling the alphabet in the 
name of humanitarianism and 
truth. 

- Indeed, humanitarian issues lie 
at fee heart of all concern for fai- 
rness and decency in intra- 
national discourse. In this spirit I 
. am glad to report that the call for 
an international order at the Uni- 
ted Nations General Assembly in 
1981 has resulted in fee creation 
of an independent commission. 
Hie concept of fee commission is 
to exchange information on hum- 
anitarian issues, broadly defined, 
which is after all. an essential part 
of fee media's work. But we ought 
to view this as a long-term process, 
not anevent-oriented activity. At 
_.an international level a question 
( one mig ht ^ask is bow fee Ame- 
rican and' European public, wife 
its heavy emphasis oh strategy and 
resources, can view people and 
feeir problems, or even hope to 
consider politics where people 
matter, unless a reliable source of 
unbiased information evolves thr- 
ough agreement between like- 


minded people? To state' fee for- 
mula in -simple terms. 

We. as Arabs.' should move 
from fee value -oriented Teahn of 
information to the more objective 
sphere of informatics.: ifid the 
’ Western media should discard die 
en»ticmaUy-ladea ttereotypein 
favour of. a more balanced 'TBgd 
objective view of a world, whkh 
though they can perceive t*a 
dimly, they can surely learn go res- 
pect. The North-Soufe dfetogfle 
could feus be extended to fee 
arena of informatics. If we areib 
make any progress on fee two 
ncipal issues of our that -r.'Wt 
conflict of mao against ran andqf 
nun against nature — we eafi hCf . 
longer afford to stimulates highly ■ 
cynical public with baff-trufts anti 
an equally indigestible regimen of 
international perceptions. My 
proposal would then be for a mod- 
est step in promoting regional inf- 
ormatics systems, making full nse 
of advanced satellite technology. 
These would serve as sub-systems 
for a larger international network, 
which would certainly by a conduit 
for fee international press, hut 
. would be sustained and somewhat 
humanised, by a two-way flow of 
information which is unbiased and 
undiluted by fee exigencies of sen- 
rationalism or pressures of dea- 
dlines. In this endeavour, gov- 
ernments can play a part, but equ- 
ally non-governmental ins- 
titutions should take a decisive 
lead. One example of how that is. 
being done is the Arab Thought 
Forum which was established in 
Jordan four years ago. The 
forum’s objectives centre around 
developing contemporary Arab 
thought with regard to basic issues 
facing the Arab World, and its rel- 
ations wife fee developing world 
as well a&fee international system. 
In an attempt to have the best that 
idealism and practicality can joi- 
ntly offer, fee forum relies on both 
intellectuals and policy-makers. 
There is no objective impediment 
to utilising fee resources of such 
regional organisations in fee exc- 
hange of information to which I 
have alluded. 

We have in fact, engaged in a 
free exchange of this kind wife 
groups around the world, inc- 
luding North America. Europe, 
fee Far East mid. we hope, in the 
not too distant future, to expand 
this dialogue to South America. 

The promotion of like- 
mindedness demands a creative 
vision which focuses on com- 
patible building-blocks, rather 
than on ideological differences. 
.You may choose to view the con- 
Ceptof regional informatics as one 
step along this imaginative path. 
As you review fee achievements 
of one of our most determined, 
dynamic, if al times infuriating 
newspapers, and its future' dev- 
elopment. I sincerely hope feat 
you wilt 


Multiple economic reasons of why 
Israelis do not want peace 


Austria: Thirty years 
of active neutrality 


By Zuhair S. Sabbagh 


THE MOVES towards an 
American-Palestinian rap- 
prochement and posable Isradi- 
Palestinian-Jordanian neg- 
otiations are fee first step in a pro- 
cess that will be dominated by fee 
developments feat have taken 
place imide the Israeli-occupied 
territories over 18 years of occ- 
upation. The hard facts of Zs ~*:lt 
t settlement, land expropriation 
and economic entanglement in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
have all helped to generate a sit- 
uation whose impact will dictate 
the course and outcome of any 
future negotiations. It is likely that 
the dash of interests between the 
Arab and Israeli positions will 
l.ead to an outcome that will make 
ithardforfeeEaiestinians to ach- 
ieve even their minimal goals. 

According to a study published 
in March this year by the 
American-funded West Bank 
Date Base Project. 52per cent of 
the land area of fee West Bank is 
now under Israeli control and par- 
tially occupied by Israeli settlers, 
who at the end of 1 984 numbered 
45.000 in 114 settlements. About 
45 per cent of these settlers live in 
fee expanded Jerusalem city bou- 
ndaries. Another recent study car- 
ried out by fee former advisor on 
Arab affairs to Jerusalem's mun- 
icipality. Me non Benvenfeti, rev- 
ealed feat Israeli investment in 
Jewish settlements — excluding 
security-type investment — amo- 
unted to approximately $1.7 bil- 
lion in the period 1968-1984. Fig- 
ures for the defence ministry’s 
investment in fee occupied ter- 
ritories are classified but est- 

imntjfl hillionr nf ftnllart 


and receive in hard currency f rom 
them various payments, rem- 
ittances and grants. Altogether 
fee potential financial loss to 
Israel of abandoning fee occupied 
territories may surpass an annual 
revenue of $1.2 billion. This does 
not include fee benefit to fee Isr- 
aeli economy of fee occupied ter- 
ritories as a pool of cherm labour. 
An estimated 100.000 grossly 
underpaid West Bank and Gaza 
Palestinian workers travel daily to 
work in Israel, mostly in menial, 
‘‘■dirty’’ jobs feat Israelis shun. 

Another crucial, often for- 
gotten factor is feat Israel's scanty 
water resources make it heavily 
dependent for water on fee West 
Bank, from which it receives one 
third of its needs. Evacuating fee 
occupied territories would have 
the most serious consequences for 
Israel in this regard. 

These are obvious, crucial dif- 
ferences between Israel’s interests 
in the occupied territories and its 
previous stake in Sinai, which had 
tittle economic value once fee oil- 
fields had been returned to Egypt 
Sinai’s 70.000. mainl y nomadic 
inhabitants were negligible as a 
labour force and insignificant as a 
market for Israeli goods. Ret- 
urning Sinai to Egypt was not an 
economic loss but a major gain for 
Israel, a step feat neutralised 
Egypt’s value as a military det- 
errent while opening it up as a 
potentially vast market; it also 
gave Israel an almost free hand in 
the occupied territories. 

In order to safeguard these ben- 
efits. Israel's poucy toward fee 
occupied territories has been to' 
cttfl# ttiAir mHinmreK Wfinffittv" 


ael but an asset feat lends strong 
support to the Israeli desire to 
annex them. 

All Zionist parties, whether of 
the left or right, regard fee ann- 
exation of fee occupied territories 
as a desirable and vital Israeli int- 
erest But fee "accidental” pre- 
sence of over one million Pal- 
estinians forms an obstacle that 
temporarily prevents such a move. 
In line wife fee rich Zionist tra- 
dition of solving “demographic 
problems'' by means of mass evi-~ 
etnas, both fee Likud and the 
Labour parties are in favour of 
exploiting a future war to expel 
huge numbers of Palestinians 


from fee occupied territories. The 
former head of Israeli military int- 
elligence. General Aharon Yariv, 
has revealed that such a plan exists 
and fee means of carrying it out 
have been prepared. The dif- 
ference between fee Likud and 
fee Labour positions on fee issue 
centres on what to do while awa- 
iting fee opportune moment for a 
population transfer. The Likud 
calls for the injgositjon of Israeli 
“sovereignty” over fee entire occ- 
upied territories, under which 
those Palestinians who remain 
would have a Camp David-type 
limited autonomy, opting for eit- 
her Israeli or Jordanian cit- 
izenship. Likud's vision of such 
“autonomy” is little more than an 
enforced Palestinian docility des- 
igned to legitimise fee status of 
occupation. 

The Labour party, on the other 
hand, regards outright annexation 
as undesirable under the presdent 
circumstances. It fears theLQcud's 
“solution” because it would create , 
a bi-national state in which fee 
Palestinians constituted auD- 


avoidmg fee problems of dealing 
wife a rebellious Palestinian pop- 
ulation. Under this Labour plan, 
fee Palestinian inhabitants would 
be either Jordanian citizens or sta- 
teless, but still effectively under 
Israeli control. 

Labour’s policy bas always been 
to “establish facts” while mai- 
ntaining a low-key. conciliatory 
rhetoric at least in public. Faced 
with a PLO-Jordanian willingness 
■to negotiate wife Israel, th© 
Labour-led coalition government 
has made one concession: Israel's 
willingness to negotiate wife con- 
servative Palestinian elements 
from fee occupied territories. Two 
months ago Prime Minis ter Peres 
declared: “Israel is ready to imm- 
ediately meet with a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
for direct negotiations”, adding 
feat his coalition government “is 
ready for these negotiations wit- 
hout any pre-conditions”. A 
month later he declared: “We are 
against negotiations with PLO 
members as well as against an int- 
ernational conference”, adding 
feat “fee PLO chose a list of 
members for the Jordanian- 1 
'Palestinian delegation which inc- 
luded PLO members and mem- 
bers of fee Palestine National 
Council and none of which are 
from fee territories”. Pales tinian 
representatives, according to 
Peres, are persons who represent 
fee residents “in fee region, and 
who are willing to negotiate wit- 
hout tenor” . However. Peres exp- 
ressed his readiness to talk wife 
some members of fee PNC who 
are not ardent supporters of fee 
PLO. 

In resoouse. Likud’s leader 


OCTOBER 26TH marks the thi- went on to 
rtieth anniversary of fee day on -olute comrar 
which the law formulating A us- lemenlation 
tria's status of permanent neu- fee Helsinki 
trality was passed by Parliament: explicitly to 

A fitting enough occasion to be rights. He i 
commemorated in fee country's neratone of > 
National Day. At the time all par- icy the princ 
ties concerned gave unanimous sest possible 
approval fe the declaration of field hut es] 
permanent neutrality as the for- relations to 
emost principle of Austria’s rel- luence on th 
ations with the rtstof the world. In climate. “ Wi 
fee intervening years Austria’s concluded. “ 
foreign policy, evolving within the fee part of g< 
framework erf neutrality, has con- fee CSCE pi 
sisteutly earned fee unreserved etus. Austria 
respect of East and West. North contribution, 
and South while refuting the app- 
rehension voiced in some quarters Austria ha 
that neutrality could give way to • nan f*; not^ 
neutralism. world’s poltt 

Since 1955 the post of United out , more 1 
Nations Secretary General has makers anc 
been held for twosuccessive terms froo 

of office by an Austrian; the A us- bavel to thi 
triaii capital Vienna has become Austria s set 
one of fee three permanent seats degree to . w 
of fee United Nations Org- remains unsp 
anisatioa; Austrians have risen to lts 
senior positions on the U.N. staff; * et t ^ iere K 
and within the Council of Europe P® 0 ?!® 5 also 
fee office of president has been ^ ar 8 e m 

occupied once, feat of secretary valne . fef hi 
general twice by Austrians. None perceive in th 
of these appointments would have lmow ^ 

been possfcle without the high be marced 1 
esteem in which Austria's con- occurrences 
sistent policy of neutrality is held. areas which 

The most recent demonstration tiie ® P ubl 
of the recognition which is acc- Services c 
orded to Austria’s role as an active triide. 

member of fee community of The conne 
democratic nations and' as a dep- tria’s status 
mdable treaty partner is fee cfao- trality and fc 
«ce of Vienna as the venue for fee at s i e ht 
third CSCE follow-up conference, fee fok Sfc 
. At the Helsinki meeting of for- whid , ^ 
eign ministers marking the tenth- and snc&ih, 


went on to stress Austria’s abs- 
olute commitment to fee full imp- 
lementation of all provisions of 
fee Helsinki accords, referring 
explicitly to the issue of human . 
rights. He identified as a cor- 
nerstone of Austria's foreign pol- 
icy the principle of using the clo- 
sest possible cooperation in every 
field hut especially in economic 
relations to exert a positive inf , 
luence on the prevailing political 
climate. “What we need.” Gratz 
concluded, “is fee political will on 
fee part of governments to infuse ■ 
fee CSCE process wife new imp- - 
etus. Austria is ready to make us 
contribution.” 

Austria has earned itself a good 
name not only amongst the 
world's politicians: year in. year 
out more and more holiday- 
makers and conference, par- 
ticipants from ail parts of the globe 
travel to this country. Certainly 
Austria's scenic beauty and the 
degree to which its countryside 
remains unspoilt are major factors 
in its popularity as a tourist land. 
Yet there can be no doubt that 
people also visit this cwrntty in 
such large numbers because they 
value fee human qualities they 
perceive in their hosts and because 
they know feat feeir stay wff^'aot- 
be marred by aidi detriment! ! 
occurrences as strikes in those 
areas which -are likely to affect 
them: in public transport; the pos- 
tal services or the hotel and cat- 
ering trade. ... \ ... 

The connection between Aus- 
tria’s status of permanent neu- 
trality and its social stability may 
at first sight appear tenuous. Yet 
the link exists, for only a state 
which is politically, economically 
and socially wrU-aHfirc4w1 »md . 
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From H.E., the minister of information 

King Hussein's leadership, is 
very keen on maintaining a 
strong relationship between 
development activities in the 
■Kingdom and activities on the 
Arab and international levels 
with the purpose of preserving 
strong ties with world nations 
and increasing scopes of coo- 
peration aid friendship with 
their peoples. . 

It is this context that we con- 
sider the Jordan Times as one 
of the most active channels to 
achieve this goal and a ref- 
lection of Jordan's image to fri- j 
endly nations and the world at | 

On the Jordan Times 10th arm- ^§nce again I congr atulate I 
iversary, I am pleased and hon- the Jordan Times staf f and wish 
oured to extend my heartfelt you and all your readers a 
congratulations to all members happy anniver sar y, I also wish 
of the staff for their great efforts ■ the Jordan Times continued 
and their rerrarkable end- progress end prosperity in its I 
eavours to develop and improve drive to reveal the facts and to 
tiie newspaper and for their serve the public, 
appreciated work of conveying 
the facts to their readers. 

Jordan, under His Majesty Mohammad Al Khatib 



Letter from the publisher 


Mohammad Al Khatib 


TEN YEARS ago the Jordan 
Times came into being and it 
was a happy event tor Jordan 
which had lacked an English 
language newspaper, much 
n ee d e d to relay the country’s 
voice to the world. 

The paper was arid still is 
necessary for Jordanians and 
all tie foreign community living 
in the country and for tiiose in 
tie world at large interested in 
the development of our region. 

The Jordan Tvnes now rea- 
ches thefive continents and has 
become amain source of news 
and in fo rmation for many Arab 
and foreign personalities, dip- 
lomats and journalists. 

The idea of issuing an 
English-language newspaper is 
an ofo one and we, at the Jordan 


because of its potentially great 
benefits to Jordan. Before ree- 
mbarking on this mission, we 
took all the necessary measures 
aid came to an agreement with 
the concerned authorities to 
provide us with support and 
advice as we went along. 

But it never occuned to us, in 
the board of directors, that the 
expected .difficulties for which 
we braced oursleves would be 
far less than those we actually 
faced right from the start 

Our readership at the beg- 
innkig was limited, but this was 
not the problem. We had to face 
tiie problem of finding the right 
and well-experienced people 
who could understand and 
absorb news and developments 
in our region and focus att- 


From the director general of the Press 
and Publications Department 

On the Jordan Times 10th arm- 
iversary, I am pleased to extend 
to you, your staff and to the Jor- 
danian press and journalists my 
best wishes and to share with 
you this happy occasion. . 

The Jordan Times is an ess- 
ential and Important com- 
ponent of the Jordanian press 
which, over the past few years, 

has made significant strides BBBHIr Hn 
and came a long way towards HHU y Ml 
achieving technical and tec- 
hnological development in the 
field of news coverage. Indeed, 

Jordanian newspapers have to 

now acquired a unique position 

™ n9hte ,n 

diffssysa 5? it 

J?" tjhue the^Stetowards ach- 
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as a candid voice tor Jordan in 
also project Jordan sconstent alternation affairs, 
endeavours to achieve a just 

and honourable peace in the Musa Kellani 


Press Foundation, came under ention on Arab issues as well as 
pressure to publish such a daily regional and international iss- 

From the President of the Jordan Press 
Association and Al Ra’i daily 

To have an English language 
daily published in Jordan is no 
small feat because the new- 
spaper fills such a big vacuum. 

Jordan had felt the gap for so 
long before the first issue of the 
Jordan Times to 1975, and the 
newspaper came to provide 
foreign readers to Jordan with 
information and news about the 
country and the world at large. 

As Jordan forms a central 

point in the Middle East, foreign 

correspondents and diplomats 
have always eyed this country . 
as a source of information and 
news. When the Jordan Press _ ru __ 

ndaSTarid th^achfevement of 

SSSSSS. swawffs 

rts wide and HVde P t} ? Times staff and wish them fur- 

ther progress and success. 

the different editorials and __ 

views published to it every day. • Matiamoud Al Kayed 



Arab - African ties 
through ADB 
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Jordan Chief of Staff 
. back from Syria 

AlOUUt CDUJ. — Ifrc OM ad SCafT Uhk 
ibm Ocsezal ZM Bm Skater. And te 
jotantay cmfaz. mB*t a tet «ta to Syria, 
■tera he bald trite wkh hie Syrian am 
port Mojk General Hfrnax tptihato to tfce frrao- 
va* a t the Joint . T pi ted ai Sfrtra Hfafa Coat- 
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Hasson visits I 
U.S. destroyer 



Crown Prince flawmn in exclusive Interview 

5- year plan more ambitious 
than 1972 - 75 uplift plan 
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m eul v i dtd the ecooonde pkn- the craUra of TOjOnO oow fata 
stag and hnplaKStatkn la the ad ytaOj growt h MaofU 
many.* par cent hi astadora. 14 po- 
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lies, and to find fee technicians 
who could print proof-read, 
typeset end finally produce the 
newspaper on a daily basis. 

It was clear that we could 
never get ready-made people 
from abroad to do the job and 
so we had to put up with ail 
kinds of errors and mistakes in 
the initial stages. We came 
under pressure from the public 
to improve and to produce a 
better newspaper, and those 
who criticised the first issues 
never imagined the immense 
difficulties we were going thr- 
ough and the problems we had 
to overcome. 

Nevertheless, a handful of 
Jordanians who joined us to 
work for the newspaper acc- 
epted the challenge and emb- 
arked on meaningful and ser- 
ious efforts to improve it in par- 


tnership and cooperation with a From my position, I could see 

number of their foreign col- a great efforts and hard work 
leagues. Through perseverance being made by the staff of the 
and diligence, the handful of newspaper in onderto prepare a 
Jordanians constituted the nuc- decent issue for the next day. 
leus on which we could build Every story or piece of news 
and expand. And so we did, and reports in the paper is the fruit 
moved ahead with confidence of tremendous efforts by the 
to transform the .newspaper editors, translators, typesetters, 
into a well-established ins- montagists and proofreaders 
trtution capable of serving this who spend all evenings pre- 
country and living up to rts asp- paring the paper for the rea- 
i rations and national affiliation ders. Yet, despite the sweat and 
under the country’s wise lea- the hard work, the staff of the 
^reWP- , Jordan Times feel happy bec- 

Of course, there is no limit for ause they are presenting to 
improvement, but I can say that their readers a good new- 
after so many years of sweat spaper, and each one of the 
and hard work, the Jordan them takes a special delight and 
Times has now become a well- pride for being able to carry and 
established newspaper, rea- build on the efforts and strides 
clung a wide range of rea- ©f the past 10 yea is. 
dership not o nly in Jordan also j extend my deep app- 
in many countries of the world, reciation and gratitude and 
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those of my colleagues to the 
staff of the Jordan Times and 
congratulations to them on 
their paper’s lOth anniversary, 
wishing them many more happy 
occasions and further progress 
and achievements. 

Juma’a Hammad 


Letter from the editor 

A newspaper with a message 


By George Hawatmeh 


I WAS not here when on Oct- 
ober 26, 1975, the zero number 
issue of the Jordan Times rolled 
off the Al Ra’i presses making 
history for the development of . 
the press in modem Jordan; but 
today, on the lentil anniveisary ' 
of the newspaper, I can imagine 
what a sense of achievement 
that must have been. No 
English-language daily has sur- 
vived so long in Jordan and Pal- 
estine before, and certainly 
none has won the reputation 
and respect which the Jordan 
Times enjoys today. 

The story of the newspaper is 
being told on these pages for 
the first tkne. We have no doubt 
' that it is a success story. Non- 
etheless, we are fully aware that 
this is only the beginning and 
that we still have a long way to 
do. 

During my three years as act- 
ing editor and editor, and the 
preceding 18 months when I 
worked first as a page editor, 
then managing editor, I have 
looked at the Jordan Times asa 
kitegral part of this country, 
carrying its message and sha- 
ring in its troubles and joys. 

Both my colleagues and I 
have always shared and con- 
tinue to share one common 
aim: an overriding concern to 
do the best possible in pro- 
ducing tiie newspaper for the 
following day. This is not to say 
that we have not had an eye to 
the future, but the time element, , 
mainly the pressures of daily 


Our success or failure depends 
on a great number of factors, 
&id even for a daily newspaper, 
the issue is not always black 
and white. 

Our problems and, where 
they exist, achievements, are 
those of any newspaper any- 
where in the world. We are both 
a function of the society we live 
in and a reflection of it Where 
we deviate from this norm how- 
ever, is at that jx>int of meeting 
our international colleagues in 
aspirations and outlook. 

On these pages you can read 
the story of each and every one 
of us at the newspaper, and get 
more than a glimpse of how we 
work and function. The picture 
will not be complete, however, 
unless you take into con- 
sideration the circumstances 
and conditions under which we 
operate and practise. 

Jordan has been said by 
many to be the Switzerland of 
the Arab World. Some even bel- 
ieve the Kingdom should no' 
longer be described as a Third 
World or developing country. 
Much as we value these opi- 
nions, we in the Jordan Times 
tread a fine line; not that eve- 
rybody can see it but it exists. 

This country has indeed 
taken great strides to wards ach- 
ieving true and genuine dev- 
elopment in many fields. In the 
last 10 years Jordan has pro- 
gressed beyond recognition. 
But it is undeniable that the 
press here cannot operate as it 


lies see themselves, and alt- 
hough this point may be mis- 
understood by some, it is nev- 
ertheless clear in our minds 
here at the paper. 

According to the survey we 
conducted with a random seg- 
ment of our readers, many bel- 
ieve that the Jordan Times has 
an edge on the Arabic dailies in 
that it enjoysa greater degree of 
freedom in publishing news 
reports and analysis. While this 
is largely true, our general imp- 


adapting and developing its 
outlook and approach. 

It can no longer be said that,, 
the Jordan Times is a new- 
spaper for a minority group of 
foreigners. Rather, it is an 
English-language newspaper 
published in Jordan, with Jor- 
danian concerns at heart. While 
some people object to its can- 
did views, on the grounds that 
by exposing our problems to 
foreigners we only harm the 
country, this is an extremely 


ression is that whatever leeway, .narrow view and one with which 
we may have is not unjustifiable we cannot concur. 


deadlines, has always taken its ‘ does in Switzeriandortheother 
heavy toll. Merely to produce a developed countries. How then. 


decent issue was an ach- 
ievement or so we have tho- 
ught and the newspaper you 
now hold in your hands is but 
one tang foie result of the tre- 
mendous and continuous effort 
that passes almost unnoticed 
by those who do not know what 
k goes on behind the scenes at 
any newspaper. 

We in the Jordan Times want 
only to produce a good, acc- 
urate, informative and sti- 
mulating newspaper. Naturally, 
the journalist in each of us is 
always seeking professional 
satisfaction, but our greatest 
sense of achievement comes 
when we manage to carry tiie 
real message of the newspaper, 
that is, to manage to give our 
readers tiie most accurate pic- 
ture that we can of events in 
Jordan, the region and the 
world, on any particular day. 


at least from our angle as jou- 
rnalists, can we boast of full 
development when our press is 
nowhere near being the fourth 
estate of the realm as it should* 
be? 

The issue of the development 
of the press in Jordan is a con- 
troversial one at best This may 
not be the time or tiie place to 
go into it, but there are certain 
things that can be said in this 
connection and they are, l think, 
worth mentioning. Uppermost 
in my mind on this tenth ann- 
iversary of the Jordan Times is 
the role that the newspaper 
plays, or should play, in tandem 
with the other newspapers and 
the media generally in the Kin- 
gdom. The Jordanian press is 
an ami of the state and the Jor- 
dan Tmnes is an integral part of 
the local press. We see our- 
selves exactly as the Arabic daF 


and we cannot push the limits 
unnoticed by tiie authorities. 

Our readership alone should 
. explain why our emphasis — 
not selection — and our angle 
on the news differ from that of 
the other papers. We are a daily 
newspaper and, as such, enjoy 
a newspaper’s rights. It so hap- 
pens that our opinions and pri- 
orities aid thus our front pages 
sometimes differ from those of 
our counterparts in the Arabic 
press. 

Some of our Jordanian rea- 
ders view the Jordan Times as a 
paper directed only at the for- 
eign community in Jordan, with 
the main purpose of putting 
foreigners in touch with local 
and regional problems. That 
may well have been true when, 
the paper first saw the light ten 
years ago, but there have cer-. 
tainly been some changes in tiie 
last decade. 

Whatever leeway the Jordan 
Times may have over the Arabic 
press has encouraged more- 
writers to use it as a vehicle for 
expressing their views. As a 
result, and in order to get more 
candid and critical views of 
events in fee Kingdom, inc- 
reasing numbers of Jordanians 
read the Jordan Times today. 
Additionally, many Jordanians, 
who have been educated abrv 
oad, turn to the Jordan Times 
for first-hand, unedited news, 
from the original source. The 
question here is not one of sop- 
histication, but rather of rel- 
aying news in its original format 
and language, without the ine- 
vitable changes incurred by edi- 
ting aid translation. 

This important sector of Jor- 
danians is increasingly reading 
the Jordan Times and is a major 
stimulus for us, prompting the 
paper to keep continuously 


It is right that Jordanian wri- 
ters should discuss Jordanian 
problems and share them with 
Jordanian and other readers. 
For if we cannot admit to our 
faults, difficulties and pro- 
blems, how can we hope to deal 
with them? If it is regrettable 
that they should write in Eng- 
lish, rather than in Arabic, it is 
also understandable if it is their 
only means of conveying their 
views. 

It is with tils in mind that we 
seethe role of the Jordan Times 
not as one of presenting a sli- 
deshow of the pleasant side of 
life in Jordan, but as a mirror, 
reflecting the true image of all 
aspects of life in the Kingdom. 

We, as Jordanians, have not- 
hing to be ashamed of and not- 
hing to hide about life in til's 
country. It has its good and its 
bad sides, as anywhere else. 

As we report on and analyse 
both in the Jordan Times, we do 
so in the full knowledge that 
only by being true to ourselves 
can we hope to strengthen and 
advance our friendship with 
and understanding of the rest of 
the nations of the world and 
their representatives and cou- 
ntrymen living in or visiting this 
country — and vice versa. 

The most interesting and exc- 
iting aspect of being an editor is 
that one Is given the opp- 
ortunity to see the overall pic- 
ture before passing judgement 
and approving the content and 
appearance of the newspaper. 

Celebrating and sharing the 
happy occasion of the Jordan 
Times tenth anniversary with all 
our readers has been a won- 
derful experience. My col- 
leagues and I pledge every eff- 
ort to keepthe Jordan Times the 
useful source of information we 
hope it is for you, and to imp- 
rove it wherever possible. 



The front page of the Jordan Times flratbsue. Mon day Oct 27.1975. 


Jordan Times editors and reporters pose for their tenth anniversary. Zero Number issue appeared on October 20, 1975 
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JORDAN AUSTRIA 

A NEW PRESENCE IN CRUDE OIL TRANSPORTATION 
HAS BEEN CREATED IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

Specialized Transport Management Services 

Awarded an International Contract for the Transportation of 
2.5 Million tons of Crude OiLbyLand from baqto Aqaba Port. 

Presently 600 Tankers are operating to complete 

the contract within 24 months 


N^^Odeh Naber & Sons Transport Ca «ARABWORLD LEADING LAND TRANSPORTERS OF CRUDE OIL* 

A STEYR ^ QUALITY THAT LASTS* 
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The story of the evolution of the Jordan Times 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
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H WOULD have sounded like 
a joke for some when the 
Jordan Press Foundation (Al 
Ra'i) announced in 1975 that 
a new English-language 
daily was taking birth in Jor- 
dan. but few would have 
expected the newspaper to 
grow into one of the most 
respected English language 
publications in the Arab 
World. 

It could be said, though in 
a limited sense, that the Jor- 
dan Times owes its origins to 
the Lebanese civil war in 
1975. The Beirut-based Daily 
Star was the main source of 
information for foreign rea- 
ders in Jordan until the Leb- 
anese conflict blocked its 
flow to the Kingdom. As the 
conflict dragged on, with no 
signs of subsiding, a sense 
of urgency prevailed amonq 
Jordanians for an Annan- 
based English language 
daily. 

The Jordan Press Fou- 
ndation. which took the ini- 
tiative and the risks of unc- 
ertain prospects, recalls that 
there was also an evident 
government encouragement 
for the venture. 

“We've never looked back 
or regretted our decision to 
launch the newspaper," says 
the foundation's director- 
general. Mr. Jumma Ham- 
mad. "We faced quite a 
number of thorny problems 
in the beginning to come out 
with a decent,’ respectable 
publication. But such pro- 
blems never deterred us 
from pursuing our goal." 

One of the najor problems 
that faced the foundation 
was the lack of "proper, exp- 
erienced personnel." acc- 
ording to Mr. Hammad. “We 
had to search continuously 
for skilled people who und- 
erstood what we armed to 
achieve through the new- 
spaper." he says. “Of course 
we had Rami Khouri and 
Maaz Shukayr. but two men 
could not have shouldered 
the entire burden." 

It was Mr. Shukayr who 
underiook the launching of 
the newspaper after taking a 
two-month leave from his 
regular job as programme 
director of Radio Jordan. 

Mr. Shukayr recalls that 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan was one of 
the firm supporters of the 
newspaper. The Crown Pri- 
nce visited the Jordan Press 
Foundation immediately 
before the launching of the 
newspaper and reviewed the 
goals of the daily and what 
was expected of ' it. The 
Crown Prince also granted 
an interview, tiis first-ever to 
a newspaper inside or out- 
side Jordan, which the Jor- 


dan Times carried as its lead 
story on its first edition. 

Mr. Shukayr, who had 
worked for the 1966 
Jerusalem-based Jerusalem 
Star and later for Palestine 
News, gave two months of 
dedicated work and set the 
paper in motion. He shared 
his work with "Durani." a 
Pakistani journalist whose 
full name no-one seems to 
remember. 

Mr. Shukayr went back to 
his regular job and Mr. Kho- 
uri, who had worked for Leb- 
anon's Daily Star for some 
time, took over from him. 

"We were in dire need of 
people who were com- 
fortable with the English 
language... proofreaders, 
typesetters as well as sub- 
editors," Mr. Hammad rec- 
alls. “In those days it was rea- 
lly difficult to find such peo- 
ple in Jordan." 

' We are happy now that 
we have quite a good num- 
ber highly commendable 
professionals working for 
us... of course it does not 
nean we feel that the sta- 
ndard of the newspaper 
could not be raised stin 
more... but it is a continuous 
process," Mr. Hammad 
adJs. 

The first English-language 
newspaper to appear in the 
Kingdom was the Jerusalem 
Star in 1966. It appeared for 
exactly one year — Jan. 1, 
1966 to Dec. 31. 1966. The 
editor of the newspaper was 
Mr. Raja Elissa who is now 
the deputy director-general 
of the Jordan Press Fou- 
ndation and director-general 
of the Jordan Distribution 
Agency. Mr. Elissa explains 
that a combination of fac- 
tors. finances included, for- 
ced the closure of the Star 
and the next English- 
language newspaper In Jor- 
dan was Palestine News, 
which appeared for just one 
month, immediately priorto 
the 1967 war. 

When the Jordan Times 
came out in 1975. it was 
“eagerly welcomed by the 
foreign community and dip- 
lomats in Jordan," says Mr. ■ 
Elissa. "ft was a national 
necessity and the readership 
gradually increased as the 
quality of the newspaper 
continued to improve," adds 
Mr. Elissa, who should know 
more aboutthe circulation of 
the newspaper than anyone 
else, for his agency is in cha- 
rge of distributing it, except 
for direct subscribers. App- 
roximately 9,000 copies are 
handled by the Jordan Dis- 
tribution Agency staff every 
day. 

"As an ardent reader of the 
newspaper myself, I would 


say that the Jordan Times 
has taken its rightful place 
beside any other English- 
language daily in the Arab 
World," says Mr. Elissa. 
“From an international point 
of view, some may find that 
Gulf newspapers have much 
more extensive coverage of 
international news, but one 
also has to remember that 
there are large numbers of 
foreigners living in the Gulf 
and English newspapers in 
the region have to tune the- 
mselves accordingly." 

According to Mr. Ham- 
mad, some ministries pro- 
mised to buy a few thousand 
copies of the Jordan Times 
in the beginning as an enc- 
ouragement to the new- 
spaper. But the practice was 
short-lived. "In about three 
months, we found out that 
we would be better off wit- 
hout it, when we discovered 
that most of the copies we 
sold to the ministries en 
masse were f inding their way 
back to the market," Mr. 
Hammad says. "From there 
on, we launched an agg- 
ressive distribution cam- 
paign and it was not before 
another one year that the 
Jordan Distribution Agency 
came into the picture. 

The distribution of the 
newspaper aside, the pro- 
duction of the newspaper is 
a story in itself. "It was cha- 
otic," admits Mr. Khouri, 
who took over as chief editor 
in December 1975. "First of 
all there were no full-time 
personnel working at the 
newspaper. Everyone used 
to come in, look at the news, 
edit whatever was found sui- 
table and send it down for 
typesetting, without coo- 
rdination. In the evening, 
Durani used to come in, look 
at the typeset news and start 
allocating the items to the 
various pages. In certain ins- 
tances, oversight caused the 
same items to appear in two 
pages." 

"in such a situation, the 
priority for me was to put 
some order into the affair." 
continues Mr. Khouri. "It 
took sometime before order 
was established and some 
kind of a steady coo rd ination 
between sub-editors, tra- 
nslators, proofreaders and . 
typesetters was est- 
ablished." 

In effect, the same pattern, 
which should be toe bac- 
kbone of any newpaper, is 
continuing today. The major 
difference is that computers 
have replaced the time- 
consuming manual typ- ' 
esetting. 

"In feet, we had acquired 
toe ■ computer system in 
1976, but the lack of qua- 
lified personnel to run it was 
the problem," says Mr. 
Hammad. "So, we had to 


‘Today, what happened then is history ... we have 
gone on to become an important source for 
political news in Jordan and the area.’ 
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continue manual typesetting 
for about another one year 
before we trained people to 
operate the new system and 
introduced it in toe pro- 
duction process of the Jor- 
dan Times." 

Now that most of the "tee- 
thing problems" of toe new- 
spaper were taken care of. 
the attention was •shifted to 
the quality of news and its 
presentation. "It was a joint 
effort by eveiyone con- 
cerned," says Mr. Khouri, 
who left toe Jordan Times in 
1977 to set up toe Syrian 
Times in Damascus. After 
Mr. Khouri left. Mr. Janab 
Tutunji, a budding Jor- 
danian writer and a member 
of the editorial staff, was at 
toe helm until 1 978 when Wil- 
liam F. Lee, an experienced 
American journalist took 
over. Mr. Lee, who oversaw 
toe increase intoe numberof- 
pages of the newspaper from 
six to eight, left in 1981 and 
Mr. Khouri returned to the 
newspaper to run it for ano- 
ther two years. In between, 
Mr. Shukayr returned in 1979 
to serve as managing editor 
for three years. 

Most of toe staff expected 
Mr. Khouri to continue to run 
the newspaper, and it came 
as a surprise when he ann- 
ounced in 1982 that his eng-' 
agements with writing a 
book were too pressing. 

Much more surprising 


then was the announcement 
that George Hawatmeh, a 
nuclear engineer with less 
than 18 months in jou- 
rnalism, was taking over. 

Sceptical as the staff were 
over what Mr. Hawatmeh 
could accomplish, con- 
sidering his relatively young 
age and inexperience, more 
surprises awaited them 
when it rapidly emerged that 
he was determined .to int- 
roduce his own dynamism to 
toe newspaper. Ignoring 
complaints that he was "too 
much of a perfectionist," Mr. 
Hawatmeh introduced swe- 
eping changes in style, lay- 
out and news allocation. He 
is continuing to do so even 
today, but most staff admit 
that his experiments, more 
often than not, have proved 
successful. 

Perhaps the most out- 
standing change that the 
newspaper underwent under 
toe stewardship of Mr.' Haw- 
atmeh was the introduction 
of in-depth political rep- 
orting by staff reporters. But 
he admits that there would 
have been no chance of this 
happening had it not been to 
the momentous events that 
followed the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon and the sub- 
sequent rapprochement 
between the PLO and Jor- 
dan. 

"The Reagan initiative of 
1982, and the presence and 


visits of top PLO officials 
here to discuss it gave us the 
right break takeover toe issue 
in depth . " Mr. Hawatmeh 
says. "All of a sudden, eve- 
rything was happening acr- 
oss toe street from us, and 
we had to seize toe ini- 
tiative," he adds reluctantly. 

"Today, the story of what 
happened then is history. I 
think from then on we have 
gone to become an imp- 
ortant source for political 
events in Jordan and the 
area. The Jordan Times’ ine- 
xperienced, but politically- 
minded reporters of that 
time are now good enough 
to be international new- 
spapers’ correspondents in 
Jordan." says Mr. Haw- 
atmeh. 

With a closer look at the 
system that prevails within 
the newspaper, one could 
find that there have been 
major changes in the entire 
set-up, right from selection 
of news, editing, styles, hea- 
dlines, photographs, etc., to 
contents and presentation 
and even members of the 
staff. 

More attention is now 
given to local issues and reg- 
ional developments, since 
according to Mr. Hawatmeh, 
"toe newspaper has to live 
up to its name." 

"Above and beyond eve- 
rything, it is a Jordanian 


newspaper and our focus 
should be on what is hap- 
pening within this country, 
then onto pan - Arab 
Arab issues and dev- 
elopments in the int- 
ernational arena that con- 
cern us most," Mr. Haw- 
atmeh insists. "That should 
explain to our readers why 
our emphasis is often dif- 
ferent from those of othe 
focal and international 

new spapers." 

"Of course, we don't ign- 
ore issues of international 
concern and developments 
In other areas of toe world, 
but they have come second 
only to our own important 
issues in Jordan and toe 
Arab World," he says. "The 
world says one word about 
us, we say ten." 

The main source of news 
for the Jordan Times are the 
Reuter and Associated Press 
agencies for international 
events, toe Jordanian News 
Agency; Petra, for local 
news. Most recently, the 
Qatari News Agency and the 
Palestinian News Agency 
(WAFA) have been sub- 
scribed to by toe Jordan 
Times to strengthen cov- 
erage of Arab events. 

The newspaper does not 
have a photographer of its 
own but shares with its sister 
paper Al Ra'i toe renowned 
Jordanian photographer 
Yousef Al 'Allan. The Ass- 
ociated Press provides wir- 
ephotos covering daily eve- 
nts and for local pho- 
tographs the newspaper rel- 
ies on Petra, in addition to 
the staff. The Jordan Press 
Foundation is currently neg- 
otiating with the Reuter 
news agency for its new 
photo service, and an agr- 
eement on the subject may 
be reached soon. 

About 30 people, inc- 
luding subeditors, tra- 
nslators, typesetters, pro- 
ofreaders and inontagists 
work for the Jordan Times 
now, compared with seven in 
1975. In addition about 15 
freelance reporters and wri- 
ters, including columnists, 
contribute regular reports 
and articles. Features come 
from the London-based Fin- 
ancial Times and Earth scan, 
the U.S. National Geo- 
graphic Society and various 
other syndicates and age- 
ncies around toe world. A 
major contributor of news 
from toe U.S. is toe U.S. Inf- 
ormation Agency (US1A), 
which gives direct reports 
from toe State Department 
and the White House. The 
Jordan Times also makes it a 
point to reprint articles app- 
earing in other international 
newspapers, depending on 
their usefulness to readers. 


The Jordan Times lacks a 
regular cartoonist, but 
makes use of cartoons app- 
earing in other newspapers, 
mainly by Mahmoud Kahil 
whose famous cartoons 
appear in Saudi and int- 
ernational publications. 

One of toe regular ele- 
ments of pride for the new- 
spaper is when its reports 
are quoted by international 
news agencies. This hap- 
pens very regularly, esp- 
ecially when the topic con- 
cerned is the Middle East 
conflict and toe Palestinian 
problem in particular. 

In another aspect of the 
paper’s usefulness, Mr. 
Hawatmeh recalls an epi- 
sode of human interest when 
in 1983 the Jordan Times 
reported toe tragedy that 
struck a motorcyclist from 
' Belgium, when his much- 
valued motorcycle was sto- 
len during a stop-over in 
Amman. It came as surprise 
and pride for the newspaper 
to reporta week later that His 
Majesty King Hussein, not- 
ing the Jordan Times report, 
understood the Belgian's 
plight and presented him 
with a brand new motorcycle 
to replace the stolen one. 
The Belgian continued his 
round-the-world trip on his 
new vehicle and another 
surprise was waiting for him: 
his stolen bike was rec- 
overed by police in Amman 
soon afterwards and the 
authorities arranged to send 
it to Belqium. 

One of Mr. Hawatmeh 's 
immediate goals, he says, is 
to expand the newspaper, 
and toe 32-year-old British- 
educated bachelor appears 
to be pushing hard to ach- 
ieve that goal. 

Apart from serving as a 
useful daily, the Jordan 
Times has always been a 
"training ground" for Jor- 
danian journalists. Quite a 
good number of Jordanian 
journalists who now work 
with international media are 
Jordan Times "graduates." 

"The tendency to train at 
toe Jordan Times only to 
leave it later for other 
better-paid jobs has hop- 
efully been reversed," Mr. 
Hawatmeh says. "Our staff 
are now staying to work for 
the newspaper partly bec- 
ause it has become more 
prestigious and satisfying to 
be on the staff of the Jordan 
Times and partly because 
the salaries we pay our staff 
have greatly improved," Mr. 
Hawatmeh adds. "Some edi- 
tors and reporters are now 
happy and content to be wri- 
ting for very prestigious pub- 
lications in the West, while 
they occupy their jobs here. 
For most of them, it is much 
more fun and useful that 
way." 
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Need a quick transfer in Europe? Then 
Amsterdam Schiphol, voted time and again the 
world's best aitpon, is your logical choice. 

Plus the chance of winning a spectacular prize. 


The Holland Promotion Foundation offers: 
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Amsterdam Airport shopping centre. 

- 100 Avis Car Rental Nfouchere (worth US$ 150 each). 

And for every partidparing passenger, a repro- 
duction of an antique Dutch print. 
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1986, all KLM passengers flying Royal or Business 
Class on an intercontinental trip with a same-day 
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A direct flight every Wednesday 
RJ/IY 735 Departure 6:45 p.m. 

Imagine treading on the steps of the Queen of 
Sheba in a country which since before the ancient 
Kingdoms has preserved its proud culture as part 
of a living heritage. A country whose sun soaked 
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nessman or a tourist, we invite you to fly Yemenis 
from Europe, Asia and Africa direct to Sana’a, with 
immediate connections to Europe and Middle 
East. 
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Grand Travel and Tourism/Amman 
King Hussein Street Tel: 624363 - 622275 
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Fly Alia: The Royal Jordanian 
Airline and be twice welcomed 
with traditional Jordanian 
hospitality aboard our new, 
wide-bodied jets. 

We’ll fly you to 40 cities in 
4 continents with conveniently 
scheduled direct flights to and 
from Amman, Jordan’s 
prosperous international 
gateway of the Middle East. 

We’re the fastest service 
between Amman and 
New York, Chicago, 'and 
Los Angeles. 

We’re your ideal 
business connection with the 
Middle East. And we put you 
one step away from an 
excitingly different tourist 
alternative — Jordan, a land 
whose prosperous future, is as 
richly promising as the fabulous 
past so vividly displayed. 

Discover the 
Royal World of Alia. 
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A day in the life of the 
Jordan Times 

By Ara Voskiarr 
and Lamis K. Andoni 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 


LOOKfrIG at the efcht pages of 
the Jordan Times and the amo- 
unt of news they include, any 
interested reader will realise 
that apart from the events that 
concern Jordan and the Middle 
East, only events of major imp- 
ortance around the world are 
highlighted in our daily issues. 

While the Jordan Times wis- 
hes to cover more extensively 
all issues and events around the 
world, whether they are major 
or minor ones, it also has its lim- 
itations in terms of priorities 
and shortage of space, funds 
and manpower. 

On any given day, the amount 
of news received by the new- 
spaper, whether political or 
otherwise, can easily fill at least 
16 news pages. This is apart 
from the news analyses, com- 
mentaries, features and col- 
umns received from col- 
umnists, freelance writers and 
reporters and the news age- 
ncies, which would easily fill 
another six to eight pages. 

Twenty full pages on news 
and related items would def- 
initely cover a bigger variety of 
political and non-political eve- 
nts around the world. Why then 
is the Jordan Times only eight 
pages? To have more pages we 
need to have a bigger cir- 
culation and a larger amount of 
advertising to finance a bigger 
staff. At the moment the Jordan 
Times boasts of over 20,000 
• readers and we believe this is 
not bad for an English language 
daily in a small, Arabic- 
speaking country like Jordan. 
But at the same time, it is not a 
truly big readership either, and 
we continue to try to do our best 
to reach the largest number of 
people in Jordan and abroad. 

Until a decision to expand the 
newspaper is taken, we cannot 
but confine ourselves to the 
eight pages we have, and by 
doing that we have to sacrifice a 
lot of world news in order to 
accommodate the local and 
regional issues that have the 


do that, news that exposes Isr- 
aeli malpractices and plans to 
annex Arab territories and 
items which explain the Arab 
view point are highlighted. 

To maintain the newspaper's 
objectivity, the news coverage 
sticks to a factual narration of 
events without using adjectives 
or labels, unless they are att- 
ributed, to describe the Israeli 
practices. 

In other words editorialising 
is not allowed in news reporting 
and coverage and the editors 
are very strict over this point 
particularly when it comes to 
staff reporters' stories. It is left 
for the editorials and com- 
mentaries to explain the Arab 
interpretation and the new- 
spaper’s position on the news. 

The selection and pre- 
sentation of international news 
Items are also a reflection of the 
editorial policy. To start with, 
the newspaper tries to cater for 
the tastes and interests of its 
readers, who represent many 
nationalities. 

The newspaper’s dep- 
endence on news agencies 
might not, as some argue, prv- 
ide coverage of "all sides of the 
story", particularly in issues 
pertaining to developing cou- 
ntries. To make up for our dep- 
endence on news agencies for 
international, news coverage, 
the Jordan Times reprints rep- 
orts from specialised mag- 
azines and publish other syn- 
dicated features, such as the 
Financial Times features which 
provide a more in-depth insight 
into problems faced by dev- 
eloping countries. 

Bad news 

For those of our readers who 
say that all our news is "bad 
news" meaning tragic events, 
political statements and so on, 
well, there is page eight's col- 
umn 8 news which give the lig- 
hter side of events happening in 
the world that day. 


most impact on our lives in-this- it is worth noting that given a 


part of the world. 

With this in mind, news on 
and related to Jordan and the 
Middle East will continue to get 
the I ton's share of our coverage, 
three out of the eight pages of 
the newspaper. This will leave 
us with only five pages to cover 
world news, economy, sports, 
news analysis, features, edi- 
torials, puzzles, cartoons and 
other non-political material. Of 
course there are times when 
there is so much regional news 
that things like Chilean pro- 
tests, Argentine Junta trials and 
rebel attacks in the Philippines 
are left out since those events, 
important as they may be, do 
not have a great impact on our- 
regton. 

When we receive over 25 
major non- regional news items 
in one day, it is very difficult to 
squeeze more than 12 on the 
one page that is allocated for 
them. Therefore, after choosing 
the most impo rtant ones a lot of 
the news ends up being unu- 
sued, but not without duty tak- 
ing note of them, in the exp- 
ectation that at least new dev- 
elopments on those subjects 
will be reported the next day or 
afterwards. 

Editorial policy 

The selection of news items 
and their presentation is not 
only determined by the size of 
the newspaper. Selection of the 
news is a complicated and dif- 
ficult task which is inextricably 
linked to the editorial policy of 
foe newspaper and other con- 
straints. 

As an English-language Jor- 
danian newspaper, the editorial 
board believes that the Jordan 
Times has a national duty to 
convey the Arab view on the 
regions’ major problems, par- 
ticularly the Palestinian que- 
stion. 

The Jordan Times is basically 
a committed newspaper in the 
sense that It believes in the jus- 
tice of Arab causes and in the 
legitimate rights of the Pal- 
estinian people. This com- 
mitment implies, on the pra- 
ctical level, giving enough 
space and priority to reports 
and articles which explain the 
Palestinian problem and which 
provide Insight to the Arab arg- 
ument in defence of Palestinian 
rights. 

it could be argued, of course, 
that objectivity and a self pro- 
fessed commitment to one side 
cannot go together. But in the 
Jordan Times, it has been a pol- 
icy of toe editorial board to 
carry factual and well-founded 
reports or opinions. Con- 
sequently the editorial staff are 
faced with the seemingly con- 
tradictory task of presenting an 
objective coverage of the news 
in the Middle East, particularly 
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Israeli conflict, but at the same 
time giving coverage that ser- 
ves toe newspaper’s goal as 
defender of Arab rights against 
Israeli aggression. In order to 


larger space, colamrrScouldbe 
expanded first to two columns, 
maybe even to three or four at a 
later stage, but we must not also 
forget that in the absence of 
the called-for new world inf- 
ormation order, the more pos- 
itive, and the more light-hearted 
news will still be difficult to 
come by and afeo make an imp^ ' 
act. Until then, we regret to say 
that the "bad news" will con- 
tinue to dominate in the world 
press as a whole. 

. Our newspaper has several 
sources through which we rec- . 
eive our news. Apart from our 
four staff reporters and eight 
freelance reporters, the Jordan 
Times receives dispatches from 
Reuters, (English), the Ass- 
ociated Press (English), the 
Palestinian News Agency (W- 
AFA) (Arabic), the Qatari News 
Agency (QNA) (Arabic) and 
Petra, the Jordanian News Age- 
ncy (Arabic). 

it is through all these sources 
that the Jordan Times Is kept 
informed of all events taking 
place around the world. 

The eight pages of toe Jordan 
Times are divided into two page 
groups which we call toe “early 
pages" and the "late pages." 
The early pages include the edi- 
torial pages, 4 and 5, where we 
have the editorials, features, 
columns and news analysis. 
Economy, Middle East and 
world news which are on pages 
7, 2 and 8 respectively are sup- 
porting pages to page 1 and 
therefore are prepared prior to 
their 8 p.m. deadline. Two of tire 
three "late pages" sports and 
home news are prepared before 
the 10 p.m. deadline as a lot of 
events take place in the eve- 
nings such as cabinet meetings 
and late government sta- 
tements, which are found on 
toe home news page, and the 
results of games played late in 
the evening in different cou- 
ntries on the sports page. 

The front page, which is the 
last page to go for print, has a 
tentative deadline of 11 pjn. 
which is often extended acc- 
ording to the cycle of different 
important regional events 
which are highlighted on the 
lead page. For example, the 
deadline is definitely extended 
when a hijacked plane Is still in 
mid-air, even though we might 
already know what that hij- 
acked plane’s destination is. 

On some occasions, such as 
when the Palestine National 
Council met In Amman last 
year, reports were still being 
written at well-past midnight so 
that all the statements and dev- 
elopments at the evening mee-, 
tings were covered before toe 
next session began. 

Despite all kinds of dif- 
ficulties, the Jordan Times has 
never failed to reach its readers 
six days a week for toe past 10 
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which come off the presses may 
not contain everything that rea- 
ders may want to see, we are 
trying to give as much coverage 
as we can with our limitations. 
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.1 Die paper takes shape 


By Rana Sabbagh 

PERSEVERANCE, iron nerves 
and limitless hope are, or sho- 
uld be, the stock-in-trade of an 
average Jordanian reporter. 
When he or she is trying to ext- 
ract the right information from 
the right source(s), especially if 
they are ministers and senior 
officials of the government, and 
more so if the subject concerns 
any political development or a 
heated socio-economic issue, 
these are the essential qualities 
for a reporter. 

While there seems to be a 
consensus among government 
officials and journalists, and the 
public generally, that toe sit- 
uation for local journalists is 
difficult, there is a controversy 
over toe reasons behind the 
"information gap” between 
Jordanian officials and local 
reporters. 

Ministry of Information off- 
icials, among others In gov- 
ernment, blame the local press 
itself for "failing to prove its eff- 
iciency and consequently fai- 
ling to build confidence among 
journalists and government off- 
icials.” Journalists, on toe other 
hand, strongly believe that the 
existing press and publication 
taw and inaccessibility to gov- 
ernment officials have been the 
main factors impeding the pro- 
gress and development of the 
Jordanian press. 

The main argument as voiced 
by officials of the Information 
Ministry is that the "lack of spe- 
cialisations in the local press" 
and toe inability of some local 
journalists to “properly app- 
roach" toe concerned officials 
have discouraged government 
officials from working closely 
with local reporters. 

This the president of the Jor- 
dan Press Association (JPA), 
Mahmoud Al Kayed, does not 
agree with. He lays the blame 
for the problems faced by toe 
local journalists in doing their 
job on toe Press and Pub- 
lication Law of 1973. which, he 
says, has limited toe role played 
by the press and consequently 
has affected the work and the 
efficiency of local journalists. 

Disillusionment, frustration 

In general, not only gov- 
ernment officials and toe pub- 
lic, but also the journalists the- 
mselves, are disillusioned and 
disappointed by the role and 
restricted power of the local 
press. The journalists feel res- 


tricted and inhibited by the 
press law and by the "limited 
freedom" it affords them. 

Feelings of frustration are 
deepened by what toe local jou- 
rnalists view as a clear dis- 
crimination by government off- 
icials between correspondents 
of focal newspapers and those 
of foreign newspapers and 
agencies, even including the 
Jordanians who work for toe 
latter. 

The Jordanians argue that 
they could do a much better job 
than the daily routine of "sup- 
erficial reporting" if they are 
given toe government’s support 
and confidence, in toe pre- 
sence of stronger public app- 
reciation and respect for their 
work. 

But the way things stand now, 
many journalists feel that the 
role of the press in Jordan has 
in many cases been reduced to 
a sort of public relations job, 
where a reporter should be, or' 
is forced to be, cautious not to 
reveal what might offend gov- 
ernment officials or certain 
heads of departments. 

As a direct result many good 
reporters find themselves com- 
pelled to leave the local press 
and join either Arab or int- 
ernational media org- 
anisations, where they feel app- 
reciated and respected, instead 
of staying with the local press 
and waiting for the situation to 
improve. 

Abdullah Al Uttoum, a veteran 
journalists who is currently a 
senior reporter at the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, describes 
his job as "two thirds public rel- 
ations. ’’ 

"This implies that we are only 
permitted to report on toe good 
achievements of the concerned 
institution and official," Mr. 
Uttoum says. "Because we are 
not allowed to point out both 
the negative and positive asp- 
ects of any important dev- 
elopment, we could be mis- 
leading public opinion." 

Lamis Andoni, of the Jordan 
Times, agrees on this point: 
‘The press is supposed to enl- 
ighten people, and It won’t do 
its job if it cannot expose all 
faces of the argument to toe 
public," she says. 

Caroline Fa raj j, a reporter for 
the Arabic daily Sawt Al Shaab. 
says officials believe that "local 
reporters should be avoided 
since they are a ’source of sca- 
ndals'." 

There is a consensus among 
reporters that there are many 
and diverse blocks hindering 


them from covering the various 
socio-economic and political 
developments in a more frank 
and open manner instead of fol- 
lowing the traditional coverage 
stressing only toe bright side of 
developments. 

Stumbling blocks 

According to the int- 
erviewees, the major stumbling 
blocks in the life and the role of 
a reporter are: a limited fra- 
mework of freedom of exp- 
ression and thought, toe 1973 
Press and Publication Law, toe 
stereotyptog of local reporters , 
by concerned private and pub- 
lic spokesman, the'obvious 
discrimination” between local 
and foreign reporters, toe abs- 
ence of job assurances and lack 
of insurance against occ- 
upational risks. 

Die 1973 Press and Pub- 
lication Law includes pro- 
visions which allow the aut- 
horities to order toe permanent 
or partial closure of any new- 
spaper without giving any rea- 
son. It also provides for imp- 
osing fines on the newspaper 
and for withholding the new- 
spaper’s publishing licence 
without giving any reason. The 
law also prohibits the new- 
spaper from appealing to the 
court. 

Mr. Kayed says that ame- 
ndments to the 1973 law, sug- 
gested by the JPA, are expected 
to be debated during Par- 
liament's third ordinary session 
which starts on Nov. 2. He says _ 
these amendments might pro-.*-, 
vide a partial solution in trying^' 
to upgrade the status of jou-n. 
malism in the country. "The? 
major amendment we hopeff-. 
would be endorsed is replacing^ 
collective punishment, (the dif-jf: 
ferent forms of newspaper clo-£ 
sure) by individual punishment^ 
since we believe that the new-j- 
spaper should not suffer for thqg 
fault of a person," Mr. Kayed 1 ;: 
explains. 

Censorship J 

Mr. Uttoum and Mr. Yousse^ 
Al Abssi, who is a senior rep-|- 
orter at Al Ra’i, believe that thef£ 
1973 law has pressured there: 
media to work within "mod-**: 
erate limits" regarding freedom^ 
of expression. However, Mr.V. 
Abssi believes that the freedom^ 
of press in Jordan is much bet-Jo 
ter than in many other Arab& 
countries. 

r* • 

Continued on page 15 


The vjew from the 
production room 

By C.V. Mohan 

Jordan Times Production Manager. 


The Jordan Times is a small new- 
spaper — with only eight pages — 
but we take a certain measure of 
pride in our ability to cover almost 
every Important local, Middle East, 
and international news story. We 
also do our best to maintain the 
high quality of our newsprint, lay- 
out, photographs, and feature car- 
toons; these compare favourably 
with any other newspaper pro- 
duced in the Middle East 

There is always room for imp- 
rovement however, and we do 
mate mistakes. But we work very 
hard to achieve technical per- 
fection, and are proud to say or the 
Jordoi Times, "today is better than 
yesterday." 

In order to maintain and improve 
toe standards of the Jordan Times, 
we put in a lot of effort every day, the 
entire staff, from top to bottom. The 
secret behind our success and Imp- 
rovement is the good cooperation 
and coordination among our staff 
members. To give you some idea of 
toe pressures and problems aid 
headaches and hazards involved in 
newspaper production, consider 
this view from the production room 
on a typical day at the Jordan 
Times: 

Before I step Into my office with a 
feeling that "today’s Jordan Times 
is better than yesterday’s,” the off- ■ 
ice boy is waiting with the message 
that toe “chief wants to see me 
before 1 start working. I enter toe 
office of the chief, greeting him with 
a broad smile. He I its up a Marlboro, 
and says "take your seat please," as 
usual. By the time I turn to the new- 
spaper to look for mistakes, he 
asks, ’What time did you ffefeh the 
newspaper last night”? 

"Around 12:40 pjn.," I replied. 

"Look I gentleman, we are late, 
toe newspaper did not reach Aqaba 
today; the management will not 
allow this to conttoue; you have to 
And a solution to finish early." 

’By the way. did you look at 
today’s newspaper? What a shame! 
The spacing of headlines on page 
two is awful. It looks like one word. 
Look at the story on page three on 
the art exhibition. It is only a two- 
day exhibition, but it appeared as a 
2Cklay exhibition in our newspaper, 
is there a good reason for this? 

Now look at page one, the con- 
tinuation referred to page three, it 
should have been page five instead 
of page three. Have a glance at the 
story on page four (top right); it is 
little bit outdated, don’t you think? 
See column eight second story 
from bottom, the headline is vague, 
and the story on page five (bottom 
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does it come from? One of the page 
seven stories ends without a full 
stop and in a page six headline the 
word "toward" should have been 
"towards.” I have already spoken to 


the editors, but double check these 
th frigs, and leave no room for our 
readers to laugh at us," he con- 
cludes for the day. 

I return to my desk to note that the 
artists (montageurs) are sitting idle. 

I inquire mild ly, "What Is the matter, 
my friends, you have nothing to 
do?" 

“Sony, we did not get anything 
from proofreading section, and 
pages four and five are not yet h- 
ere." I get in touch with the pro- 
ofreaders and the computer ope- 
rators to leam that the computer 
(VIP) machine is in trouble since 3 
p.m., and that the service engineer 
is yet to arrive at 8:30 pin. Finally, 
thank God, the engineer repairs the 
machine and the stories start to 
come. 

At 9:30 pm. the page three ed tor 
comes with the page saying “sorry I 
am late,” and T have to rush to feed 
my baby; there will not be any pro- 
blem today; I have sent down two 
extra stories in case you need them. 
The picture on the top is definitely 
coming from Petra; please do a cap- 
tion and send the picture in three 
columns.” 

At 9:50, the editor pays a quick 
visit to the montage room and cha- 
nges a few headlines, gives some 
directives, and leaves the scene. At 
1030, the editor calls from his 
home asking “Do you have my edi- 
torial there? 1 want to mate minor 
changes In the first paragraph bec- 
ause of some new development In 
the Middle East situation." 

It is already 11 o'clock, and I am 
wondering where page one is. "I 
can't help it,” the editor says. We 

have an importantlocal story which 
one of our reporters is just now wri- 
ting." 

‘ Around 1230 a.m„ the computer 

opera tor calls to say he has finished 

everything and the messenger is on 
his way with all the material, and 
informs me, "I am going to turn off 
the machine; hope you won’t need 
anything else." At 12:45 ajn., the 
night duty editor says there is an 
hijacking story on the wire machine 
and wants to check with the boss 
whether it should be carried today 
or not The boss says. "Definitely, it 
should be there in tomorrow’s new- 
spaper, at least as a brief. How- 
ever, when we send it to the com- 
puter section in five minutes time 
the computer is down. Fortunately, 
the operator maneges to typeset the 
hijack story after 30 minutes. 

Finally, at 1:15 am. we are at 
photography. No lack of problems 
here because the photographer 


printing. Eventually the printing is 
finished, at 230 am., and we, like 
the paper, go home with the sat* 
i sf a c tion that "today is better than 
yesterdsy." 
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Readers express their opinions on the Jordan Times 
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f Political news coverage is good and often in-depth, more analyses, commentaries on current affairs would be appreciated ... 


, s* 


Following are comments and views on die Jordan Times exp- 
ressed by a cross-section of the newspaper’s readership. All our 
readers are important and we appreciate every compliment , 
suggestion and idea for improvement which we received but, 
due to limited space , only a small segment of our readers' 
opinions could be printed. 


Senior government 
officials, ministers 


Mr. Ahmad Al Lawzi, speaker of 
foe Upper House of the Par- 
liament and former prime min- 
ister and chief of the Royal 
Court: J read the Jordan Times 
often and i think it is a good 
newspaper which fills a gap in 
covering national and int- 
ernational events for the for- 
eign community and the dip- 
lomatic corps in Jordan. Its 
news coverage is always up to 
date and. reliable and its rep- 
orts, editorials and articles 
often catch the attention of the 
reader and become the subject 
of discussion by diplomats and 
politicians in the country. 


Dr. Hazem Nusetoeh, minister 
of state for Prime Ministry Aff- 
airs: I wish to extend my hea- 
rtfelt '.congratulations to foe 
Jordan Times on its 10th ann- 
iversary. I have been a regular 
reader of foe Jordan Times over' 
foe years. Being an old hand in 
journalism, in my younger days, 

I cannot but express my deep 
appreciation for the high qua- 
lity of journalism which has 
constantly characterised the 
Jordan Times, not only asasou- 
rceof credible information, pro- 
fessionally and wisely selected, 
but also for foe wisdom and 
acumen of its editorial staff. I 
am also impressed by the edi- 
torials on local and national as 
well as international events. It is 
all the more important that In a 
country I Bee Jordan, where 
there is a substantial number of 
non-Arabic speaking people, 
there should available, every 
morning a newspaper which 
foreigners can trust and from 
which they can put their pulse 
on the thoughts, trends and ori- 
entations of foe host country in 
which they live. 

I have no doubt in my mind 
that its existence has filled a 
deeply-felt vacuum in Jordan's 
mass communication, not only 
with its guests but also with foe 
rest of the world. Naturally eno- 
ugh the Jordan Times does not 
have the mass readership or the 
ready availability of information 
which characterises daily pap- 
ers in larger countries. But for. 
Jordan's size and needs it has 
carried on its message with fly- 
ing colours. Many happy ret- 
urns of the day. 


Dr. Sami Joudeh, minister for 
parliamentary affairs: The Jor- 
dan Times is a wry informative 
newspaper and it has come a 
long way since its est- 
ablishment in 1975. 1 would Ike 
to see an increase in the num- 
ber of pages bringing with it a 
wider selection of world news 
and events. As far as local news, 
foe Jordan Times covers a wide 
range of daily events and act- 
ivities in foe Kingdom. I wish the 
Jordan Times continued suc- 


cess. 


Rajal Muasher, minister of 
dustry, trade and supply: 
hat makes foe Jordan Times 
and out to me is its ability to 
tract the young and daring 
rdanians. It is refreshing to 
e that it is an outlet for our 
uth to express their opinion 
ndidly and yet property p re- 
nted in a positive way of bri- 
jing to attention foe issues of 
e day. I am also proud to note 
e achievements of foe Jordan 
mes during its relatively short 
I years. The pace at which its 
irdanian readership base is 
creasing is something i did 
jt expect 


Ir. Khalld Ha] Hassan, Min- 
ster of Labour aid Social Dev- 
lopment: As a Jordanian cit- 
ten. i am really proud of the 
ordan Times' coverage, esp- 
icially in tackling issues can- 
lidiy, frankly and with great 
(bjectivity. 1 wish the new- 
ipaper all success since itpro- 
Ides its readers w'rth the imp- 
i riant news summaries which 
ire printed in the local Arabic 
iailies. ft is also a great source 
if information to foreign people 
iving in Jordan, especially as it 
overs ali news com- 
irehensiveiy. Jordanians and 
areigners can also obtain all 
scent political developments 
l the area, either through the 
rlnted news or through the 
umerous editorials which the 
ewspaper publishes. 


r. Ali Bashir: Amman Gov- 
no r: A good newspaper with 
cellent coverage. I wish the 
irdan Times further dev- 
□pment and progress. 


Mr. Mahmoud Al Hawamdeh, 
minister of public works: The 
newspaper has gained an exc- 
ellent and credible reputation in 
Jordan and abroad due to its 
accuracy, frankness and logical 
news coverage and in tackling 
ali sensitive socio-economic 
developments which directly 
affect our daily life. 


Mr. Michael Hamameh, Und- 
ersecretary at the Minisby of 
information: The first imp- 
ression anyone gets from rea- 
ding foe Jordan Times is that of 
a moderate pan-Arab daily 
newspaper, which is based on 
highly credible, accurate and 
analytical information. The only 
negative remark I have about 
foe Jordan Times is that it som- 
etimes carries a lot of local sen- 
sitive news and articles, without 
considering the surrounding 
circumstances. Yet publishing 
sensitive news could also be 
seen as positive since it is ass- 
ociated with a system of free 
papers. I also believe that foe 
newspapers’ editorial staff are 
specialised people aid this is a 
work merit which is rarely found 
in any other local daily. 

Due to Jordan's geographical 
location and its rapid socio- 
economic development which 
has turned the country into a 
communication and business 
centre, I believe that foe daily 
appearance of the Jordan 
Times is needed for all foe for- 
eign community residing here 
and also for all those travellers 
who use Jordan as a crossing 
point to surrounding countries. - 
It has also succeeded to a great 
extent in presenting Jordan’s 
socio-economic development 
to the outside vfortd. 

1 would like to see the new- 
spaper carrying more articles 
on the country's tribal law, foe 
meaning of Islam, women’s sta- 
tus and domestic tourism since 
a large scale of its readership 
are foreigners who are eager to - 
know a lot about Jordan. 

The Jordan Times should 
also develop a stable and com- 
prehensive editorial and cov- 
erage policy, which should not 
be affected by the absence of a 
reporter or an editor, and this 
would help the newspaper to be 
more consistent since i notice 
that certain subjects are tackled 
constantly and then al! of a 
sudden liisappear. 


Mr. Munb Touqan, Director of 
Public Relation At Mia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airlines: I rem- 
ember when foe Jordan Times 
was created. At that time, i rec- 
eived its birth with cynicism as it 
saw foe light following several 
unsuccessful tries. Today, I am 
extremely happy to see that foe 
Jordan Times has survived ten 
years of difficult times and it has 
matured to the point of bec- 
oming well-established and an 
inalienable source of inf- 
ormation for the English spe- 
aking community in the Kin- 
gdom. In my capacity as Alia 
public relations officer I def- 
initely support the newspaper 
which is one of the few bridges 
that link Jordan with the world 
at large: politically, or in the fie- 
lds of economy and culture. 


Dr. Ahmad Al Qatanani, Und- 
ersecretary at the Ministry of 
Occupied Territories Affairs: 
The Jordan Times has been a 
very successful newspaper in 
terms of covering important 
local developments in the fields 
of politics, economics and soc- 
ial welfare as well as a!! int- 
ernational developments. But I 
still believe that the Jordan 
Times should stress more on 
foe daily local affairs and the- 
refore I suggest that the new- 
spapers' home news page sho- 
uld be double in size. 

Although the foreign readers 
constitute the newspapers' lar- 
gest sector of readers, I still bel- 
ieve that a lot of bi-lingual peo- 
ple read your newspaper and 
therefore, its columns and edi- 
torialised articles should be 
increased. Due attention sho- 
uld also be given to columns 
and articles which tackle Jor- 
dan's numerous socio- 
economic problems. 

The Jordan Times' excellent 
political coverage helps its rea- 
ders know much more about 
tiny details which are often mis- 
sed by the other local dailies. 


Dr. Soufian Al Tal, Director of 
foe Environment Department at 
the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Env- 
ironment: The newspaper has 
filled a large gap in the life of all 
foreigners living in Jordan. Alt- 
hough its Jordanian readership 
is limited, I often hear for- 
eigners describing it as a sou- 
rce of vital information and I 
know that a lot of foreign emb- 
assies in Jordan use your art- 
icles as reference to be used by 
their respective countries. 

Its survival is a need since it 
acquaints the foreign com- 
munity with the socio- 
economic and political dev- 
elopments which have been 
taking place in Jordan. The- 
refore, the Jordan Times is our 
country's herald and mirror. 


Dr. Salem Al Lawzi, Und- 


Mr.WadP Gousous, Head of foe 
Press Development at the Royal 
Court: The' Jordan Times has 
fulfilled a national need and 
necessity in the political life and 
mass media in Jordan. It has 
conveyed to the foreign com- 
,m unity in the country Jordanian 
viewpoints and given them dir- 
ect access to news and inf- 
ormation. In addition its rep- 
orting and editorials are of a 
high standard comparable to 
foe best in the world, i hope it 
will keep up its high standard 
and good work. 


ersec rotary at the Ministry of 
Agriculture: The Jordan Tunes 
is the most readable newspaper 
in Jordan since it contains a lot 
of qualitative information rather 
than quantitative materials. It is 
very difficult to criticise the 
newspaper because of its rel- 
atively small size. I wish it could 
increase its number of pages. I 
believe that foe agricultural 
sector to Jordan is covered by 
your newspaper in an extensive 
and professional manner and 
one can often find a lot of agr- 
icultural articles that provide 
controversial points of view, 
especially when the article is a 
mixture of government and 
non-government opinions. 


Brig. Altaian Al Daghestan!, 
Director of the Department of 
Morale Guidance: I am a regular 
reader of the Jordan Times as 
sometimes it carries reports on 
military related issues as well as 
military quests visiting the Kin- 
gdom. Trie Jordan Times inc- 
ludes very comprehensive res- 
earch and it is very useful .There 
are certain Issues of interest to 
the foreign readers rather than 
Arabs since the paper caters 
primarily forforeigners. I would 
suggest the paper carries local 
issues that enhance national 
sentiment of the public so that 
foreign readers feel that the 
Jordan Times is Jordanian first 
and foremost. More articles 
should be included in order to 
familiarise the foreign com- 
munity about the achievements 
of the Jordanian Armed Forces. 


Dr. Bassam Saket, Director 
General of the Pension Fund: I 
have been a constant reader of 
the Jordan Times and I think it is 
a success. The Jordan Times I 
believe is not only a newspaper 
for the Jordanians and foreign 
readers, apart from the fact that 
it relays Jordan’s views to the 
outside world, it also brings to 
the local readers foreign press 
reviews and opinions of foreign 
politicians about the Middle 
East region. 1 believe that the 
Jordan Times has over the past 
ten years achieved a rem- 
arkable success which should 
serve as an incentive for further 
achievements. I suggest that 
the Jordan Times should tra- 
nslate more and more of local 
writings to present them to for- 
eign readers and also introduce 
a section featuring background 
of Jordanian cities and villages. 


Mr. Aiad Khoury, Supreme 
Court judge: I am a regular rea- 
der of the Jordan Times. I think 
highly of it; it is definitely agood 
paper, but it does not cover 
court judgements which are of 
great Interest to foreigners. It is 
worthwhile writing a resume 
about court judgements which 
would make the paper more 
interesting to law people and 
foreigners. I like your political 
reporting, some of which is very 
comprehensive and very fac- 
tual. I also think page 8 is very 
nice and as a whole it (the 
paper) is very good. 


Parliament members, 
political personalities 


Mr. Peter Salah, former und- 
ersecretary of the Ministry of 
information: I think very highly 
of the Jordan Times, its editors 
and its reporters, it is a real ple- 
asure to start the morning by 
reading it. I wish foe Jordan 
Times continuous success in 
foe coming years. And that foe 
Jordan Times should grow and 
become a true mirror of news 
reporting in Amman as well as 
Its coverage of international 
news. 


Taher HBcmat, a lawyer and 
former minister of information, 
culture and tourism: The Jor- 
dan Times is considered an 
important member of the Jor- 
danian press and among Eng- 
lish language papers in the 
Arab World. During its short life, 
foe paper has shown a high 
degree of credibility and obj- 
ectivity in tackling all sorts of 
news. Its analyses on political 
issues are distinctive for their 
in-depth knowledge. 

For editors of international 
newspapers and the diplomatic 
corps on all levels, the Jordan 
Times is considered a res- 
ponsible newspaper and very 
important It also attains a spe- 
cial status in the U.S., Europe 
and amongst foreign com- 
munities inside the Kingdom. It 
is known as the “Herald Tri- 
bune" of the Middle East and it 
is no secret that a great number 
of international analysts and 
foreign ambassadors depend 
on items published in the Jor- 
dan Times. 

i had the privilege of con- 
tributing to the paper by pub- 
lishing some of my lectures and 
articles. I congratulate the Jor- 
dan Times staff; this small 
number of people exert the big-- 
gest effort 

I gladly point out that in my 
previous ministerial posts, I 
found the Jordan Times as a 
whole sincere regarding its 
sense of belonging and nat- 
ional sentiment for pan-Arab 
issues. 


Mr. Leith ShbeBat,amemberof 
the Lower House of Parliament 
i do not read the Jordan Times 
on regular basis but 1 have not- 
iced that it is much more acc- 
urate in reporting the news than 
the other Arab dailies. In gen- 
eral I am very disillusioned by 
our press, particularly the Ara- 
bic newspapers, and dis- 
appointed in our journalists. I 
think that Jordanian journalists 
are not daring in exposing imp- 
ortant local and national issues 
while the publishers are bas- 
ically concerned \ with making 
profits from the newspapers. I 
believe that most journalists 
practice censorship on the- 
mselves aid are not ready to 
cover and follow controversial 
issues. However, I have noticed 
that the Jordan Times is more 
daring and frank in discussion 
and reporting the news. 


Dr. Jamal Al Straer, a former 
minister and National Con- 
sultative Council (NCC) mem- 
ber The Jordan Times is read 
regularly by my (British) wife. 
She had to because of the lan- 
guage, but continued because 
she thought it was, and still is, a 
good da By newspaper. My wife 
and other Jordanian and for- 
eign friends drew my attention 
frequently to read good articles 
whether written by the staff or 
others. And sometimes I read it 
myself from cover to cover aid 
always found it to be of a good 
standard. Compared to papers 
issued to English in various 
countries, both of us think the 
Jo idem Times is one of the best 
Thanks to the able and ent- 
husiastic editors and staff and 
the good measure of freedom of 
cur press, and especially that 
enjoyed by the Jordan Times. 


Mr. Issa Madanat, a political 
activist: Ido not read the Jordan 
Times regularly because I can- 
not afford it. However, I think 
that the Jordan Times endorses 
the government's political line, 
just like ail the other news papes 
and the Jordanian mass media. 
But unlike the other new- 
spapers, the Jordan Times is 
more comprehensive in cov- 
ering international events in 
order to appeal to its readers 
who are mainly foreign dip- 
lomats and the Jordanian int- 
ellegensia. The Jordan Times 
also seems to enjoy more fre- 
edom than the other new- 
spapers. 


Mr. Ibrahim Baker, a lawyer and 
a Palestine National Council 
(PNC) member I think that the 
Jordan Times is more daring 
and candid in its coverage and 
presentation of news than foe 
other Arabic dallies in Jordan. 
Whenever I want to know more 
details about a political dev- 
elopment in the area I look for 
the Jordan Times to find out the 
sides that were not covered by 
the other Jordanian dailies. 


Mr. Ibrahim Abu Awash, pre- 
sident of the 'Jordanian Eng- 
ineers Association and a PNC 
member: I do not read the Jor- 
dan Times on regular basis but I 
do follow it closely when imp- 
ortant events are faking place in 
the area, particularly in the Pal- 
estinian arena and when the 
newspaper carries Its own spe- 
cial reports on political dev- 
elopments in Jordan and the 
Arab World. There is no doubt 
that some of the news covered 
by the Jordan Times is not cov- 
ered by the local Arabic dailies. I 
am also impressed that despite 
its small size, which i personally 
like, it manages to covers wide 
range of national and int- 
ernational news, unlike other 
bigger newspapers where adv- 
ertisements are given more 
space than news. 


Dr. FbwzI Tu’emeh, a member 
of parliament The Jordan 
Times is a comprehensive 
paper as it tackles issues in a 
rather objective way. We need 
such a newspaper in Jordan. 
The paper enjoys a very good 
reputation amongst readers 
who arelnte rested to get to the 
core of an article without an int- 
roduction. The Jordan Times 
gets to the point of any news 
item directly. Being a Jordanian 
who lived in the United States 
for seven years, I enjoy in rea- 
ding the Jordan Times as I am 
used to English language new- 
spapers.. What could be done 
to improve the newspapers sta- 
ndards is that needed for any 
other newspapers. The imp- 
rovement is beyond the papers 
capacity as it monitored dir- 
ectly. As a result subjects are 
not tackled independently and 
thoroughly. 


Mr. Azmi Khawaja, member of 
Palestine National Council: The 
Jordan Times has filled a great 
information gap for diplomatic 
corps in Jordan and for the Eng- 
lish language readers. What 
encourages me to read it con- 
stantly is its frankness, ope- 
nness and accuracy in pub- 
lishing its various news. 1 often 
find a lot of articles' which are 
not published in any other local 
daily, or which are published 
but with no thorough coverage. 
Therefore, whenever I want to 
know what’s going on I have to 
make sure that I read foe Jordan 
Times. 


Diplomats 


Mr. Guido Vansina, Belgian 
ambassador to Jordan: Con- 
gratulations to the Jordan 
Times, on the occasion of Its 
10th Anniversary. The Jordan 
Press Foundation has in my 
view met indeed with con- 
siderable success in achieving 
such a fine result thanks to the 
dedication of so many talented 
newsmen, photographers and 
technical staff. In the rapidly 
chang tog society of Jordan, a 
mirror has been presented to 
the reader which reflects these 
changes in a comprehensive 
and clear-cut manner and 
which at foe same time sets 
these changes in context with 
Jordan’s permanent and uni- 
versal values. 

The Jordan Times is enj- 
oyable reading for me every 
morning, and I would feel it as a 
very great loss if some day I 
were not to find it on my desk as 
usual, because somehow it 
would have ceased to appear.. 
As it holds dearths same basic 
values which are also fun- 
damental for Belgium's society, 

1 would consider a hypothetical 
disappearance of foe Jordan 
Times to be a great imp- 
overishment in the advocacy of 
these values — of a much wider 
scope than that of Jordan 
alone. 


Mr. Ihad Wahbeti, Egyptian’ 
ambassador: I wish the Jordan 
Times continued success and 
progress on its 10th ann- 
iversary. i am a regular reader of 
the newspaper because it pro- 
vides a round up of national and 
international news, essential to 
my work as a diplomat 1 think it 
is a good newspaper with a bal- 
anced and comprehensive cov- 
erage of news and events inthe 
Middle East and the world. 


Mr. Ha raid Bomer, Swiss amb- 
assador to Jordan: As I have 
only recently arrived In Jordan, 
it is hard forme to pronounce a 
fair judgement on the Jordan 
Times. But one thing remains- 
obvious and unquestionable; 
Being foe only daily English- 
language newspaper, it is an 
indispensable source of inf- 
ormation for me. On the occ- 
asion of its 10th anniversary, I 
wish foe Jordan Times all pro- 
gress and prosperity. 


Dr. Luigi Amaduzzi, Italian 
ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary to Jordan: In 
general, the Jordan Times is a 
responsible newspaper with a 
colourful coverage of locaj,.. 
pan-Arab and international 
events. Being the most imp- 
ortant source of information for 
foe foreign diplomatic corps in 
Jordan, foe Jordan Times is ind- 
ispensable and I don't imagine - 
foreigners can live here without 
reading the newspaper. 


Mr. Paul Boeker, U.S. amb- 
assador to Jordan: Allow me to 
offeryou my congratulations on 
the 10th anniversary of the Jor- 
dan Times. In its ten yearhistory 
your newspaper has est- 
ablished itself as an aggressive 
journalistic force in the region 
— one helping your countiy 
develop a corps of journalists 
who can set standards for the 
whole region. 


Mr. Guy Harman, Canadian 
ambassador to Jordan: As the 
only English daily newspaper in 
Jordan, I find the Jordan Times 
useful and informative as it 
gives a good idea of what is 
going on in Jordan and in the 
world. I feel the newspaper 
emphasises international aff- 
airs, but it gives some good 
coverage of local news which I 
truly appreciate. 


Professor Ihsa Rashid, Pak- 
istani ambassador to Jordan: 
The Jordan Times is one of the 
best newspapers in foe area. 
The quality of the material used 
reflects a maturity of outlook of 
the editorial board. Negative 
reporting is minimal and the 
focus is always on the positive 
aspects. > like the variety of the 
news covered in the new- 
spaper. Specifically I like arc- 
haeology and the focus on imp- 
ortant and diversified news in 
the international business and 
economics page and the nice, 
brief but concise round up cov- 
erage of sports. The editorials 
are candid, helpful and sug- 
gestive. 


Mr. Alexander Zinchuk, Soviet 
ambassador to Jordan: I wish 
foe Jordan Times the best on its 
10th anniversary. As a non- 
Arabic speaker, the Jordan 
Times is my mam source of inf- 
ormation. I think that the edi- 
torials are of essence and i alw- 
ays follow them very carefully 
and closely. ! hope that the 
newspaper will continue to be a 
reliable and a well-informed 
source of information. How- 
ever, 1 think that the newspaper 
could devote more space, if 
possible considering the small 
size of the Jordan Times, to 
important international issues 
pertaining to world peace, such 
as efforts to limit nuclear wea- 
pons. 


Mr. Inge mar Stjemberg, Swe- 
dish ambassador to Jordan:^ 
The Jordan Times is not just an 
informative newspaper. I find 
the Jordan Times an enriching 
must 1 do miss you on Fridays. 


Mr. Dong Soon Park, South 
Korean ambassador to Jordan: i 
would like to congratulate the 
Jordan Times on its 10th ann- 
iversary and wish it continued 
progress and success. Being a 
foreton diplomat and a regular 
Jordan Times reader, I consider 
it a first-class English-language 
newspaper which pays par- 
ticular attention to the Arab nat- 
ional and cultural identity. 

Besides Including a wide var- 
iety of informative and int- 
eresting topics, the Jordan 
Times is keeping pace with the 
latest international and local 
political, economic, social and 
sports events. However, I think 
that local news should be cov- 
ered more extensively, esp- 
ecially with regard to the agr- 
icultural, industrial, medical 
-and construction fields. I also 
hope to read, in the future, more 
press editorials which provide 
adequate analyses of today's 
major events. 


Mr. David Malone, first sec- 
retary at the Canadian emb- 
assy: What I value in the Jordan 
times is the journalists who are 
resourceful people. People 
working at the Jordan Times are 
very well informed about var- 
ious subjects. The Jordan 
Times is the first paper I read 
everyday. I think the economic 
coverage In the Jordan Times is 
unique because of the very liv- 
ely economic subjects dis- 
cussed. It is a very professional 
newspaper and i think that it 
tops number three or four 
among the foreign language 
papers in the Middle East I like 
the articles .written by Mr. Rami 
Khouri on archaeology in add- 
ition to other feature articles on 
Jordan. 


Mr. Patrick Leclercq, French 
ambassador to Jordan: The 
Jordan times is the first paper I 
read in the morning when i get 
to my office. I find the Jordan 
Times an indispensable tool in 
my work in Jordan. I am mostly 
interested in the coverage of 
the internal affairs of the gov- 
ernment of Jordan and the edi- 
torial. i follow the news car- 
efully and specially the main art- 
icles on page four. The Jordan 
Times is a well-done new- 
spaper, very- informative and 
agreeable to read. 

As a diplomat I am mostly int- 
erested in official news as it 
expresses the government's 
position on current issues. As 
for the international news, V 
have my own sources, the Aga- 
nce France press, Le Monde 
and foe Herald Tribune. The 
Jordan Times has a very useful 
purpose as It serves the foreign 
community living in Jordan. 


Mr. Gllberto De Almeida Fer- 
reira, [charge d’affaires at the 
Brazilian embassy: The Jordan 
Times is very good, especially 
forforeigners. It is a serious and 
responsible newspaper both in 
international coverage as well 
as in domestic affairs. It is ess- 
ential since foe foreign Com- 
munity in Jordan finds the Ara- 
bic language very difficult to 
read. The Jordan Times is their 
source of news. If only it could 
be bigger in size to include 
more international issues and, 
most important, local issues. As 
a foreigner, I am always keen to 
read about the country 1 live in 
and to get first hand inf- 
ormation on foe latest dev- 
elopments. I also feel that the 
Jordan Times should cover 
more details about cultural 
events in the Kingdom. 


Mr. Bruce Nelson, political off- 
icer at the American Embassy: 
People at the embassy read the 
Jordan Times every day and 
they are very impressed by the 
newspaper. It provides a good 
coverage of events in Jordan 
and the Arab World. 


Mr. Pyare Lai Santoshi, Indian 
ambassador to Jordan: Con- 
gratulations on the 10th ann- 
iversary of the newspaper. If It 
wasn't for the Jordan Times, the 
non-Arabic speaking com- 
munity will not have known 
what is going on in the wo rid. 
The paper renders them a very 
useful service. Based on my 
experience in other cou- 
ntries as diplomatic envoy, i 
find the genera! progress of foe 
newspaper very encouraging. 

During the last three years of 
m/ stay in Amman, I have found 
constant improvement In foe 
quality of foe Jordan Times. 
There have been more articles 
on world affairs and other sub- 
jects of interest Regarding the 
editorials, they are fair and ana- 
lytical but there is always a cal! 
for further improvement and i 
am sure the Jordan Times sho- 
uld be striving constantly for it 
My remarks are for the Jordan 
Times to consider a little space 
on a regular basis for the act- 
ivities of diplomatic missions, 
this could be done on weekly 
basis. 


Mr. Alfred Pratz, first secretary 
at the embassy of the Federal 
Republic of Germany: t find the 
Jordan Times most useful, it 
keeps me up to date with events . 

In the Middle East. 1 iikethe lead 
editorials. They carry a clearyet 
moderate message. The tra- 
nslations of the Arabic edi- 
torials are also useful, the Jor- . 
dan Times gives an excellent . 
coverage of world news con- i 
sidering Its limited space. I find 
that all major Germarr events 
are covered. We are happy 
about this. 


f * ■ 


Mr. Resat Arlm, Turkish amb- 
assador to Jordan: The Jordan 
Times is easy to read, because 
.you know where the news is 
located. At the embassy as well 
as at home we all read the Jor- 
dan Times. We read the edi- 
torial daily because we believe 
that it tackles and analyses very 
important events. I first came to 
Jordan six years ago, and foe 
Jordan Times was a smaller 
newspaper: Now, I am very 
happy to see that It has dev- 
eloped to become eight pages 
and that it includes many int- 
eresting and important sub- 
jects. As an embassy, we would 
like to see more information 
about new regulations and laws 
issued in Jordan and adopted 
by the cabinet The Jordan 
Times has a very good standard 
and it gives balanced and. very 
exciting news. 


Mr. P .A. Raftery, counsellor at 
the British Embassy: The Jor- 
dan Times is a valuable asset for 
those of us in the English spe- 
aking community in Amman. 
May it have many more bir- 
thdays. 


Mr. AJ. Coulaon, 1st secretary 
(Information and political) at 
the British embassy: As a non- 
Arabic speaker, 1 find the Jor- 
dan Times an extremely useful 
aid in my work, keeping me abr- 
east of both international and 
local issues in a very readable 
form. 1 congratulate it on its 
anniversary and wish every 
success for the next ten years. - 


Mr. D J. Hawkes, first secretary 
(commercial) at the British 
embassy: As a commercial off- 
icer trying to keep myself inf- 
ormed about the Jordanian 
economy and commercial mar- 
ket, I find the Jordan Times an 
invaluable and varied source of 
information. Congratulations. 


Mr. Edward Alleyn, second sec- 
retary at the British embassy: As 
the only English language daily 
newspaper in Amman, it goes 
without saying that the Jordan 
Times is widely read in dip- 
lomatic missions here. The ser- 
vice it provides is much app- 
reciated. Long may it prosper. 


Mr. Praveen Varma, attache at 
the Indian embassy in Amman. 
My first impression about the 
Jordan times is that it carries 
well-balanced reports and cov- 
ers almost alt major int- 
ernational events, though in a 
limited way.. Judging from the 
relatively low, circulation, j pre- 
sume that there are limitations 
to what the newspaper could 
do. However, it is of great help 
to us to document major policy 
statements and speeches by 
Jordan's leaders, since the Jor- 
dan Times carries such sta- 
tements and speeches in full. I 
am also sure that most other 
diplomats in Jordan feel the 
same way. 


Mr. Eric Bozwell, counsellor for 
administration at the American 
embassy: I read the Jordan 
Times every day and it is an 
important part of my work for 
the embassy. 


Mr. Mickael Koukakis, charge 
d’affaires of the Greek embassy 
in Amman: The Jordan Times is 
a very useful tool for our work in 
Jordan. The newspaper offers, 
in a concise and informative 
way all the necessary inf- 
ormation about local and int- 
ernational events. I very much 
like the whole layout of the 
newspaper. Pages one. two and 
three are very useful to us as ah 
embassy. Page three gives a 
clear idea of the local news and 
pages one and two give com- 
plete and thorough coverage of 
the Middle East and int- 
ernational events. What is very 
nice also In the Jordan Times is 
the nice coverage of local cul- 
tural events. 


Mr. Faisal Abu Koshok, head of 
the information department at 
the Kuwaiti embassy: We read 
the Jordan Times every day. We 
are impressed by Its honest, 
sincere and professional rep- 
orting. Moreover, the Jordan 
Times covers and reports news 
that is not usually carried by the 
other local newspapers. 


Mr. Christopher Trynes, cou- 
nsellor at the Australian emb- 
assy: A newspaper that is equal 
to most good newspapers. It 
covers a wide range of subjects 
that any experts would like to 
know about and it provides ext- 
ensive political information. In 
fact, the Jordan Times is a bet- 
ter newspaper than the ones I 
read in the countries I have vis- 
ited in South East Asia and the 
Middle East 

i find it a most enjoyable 
paper to read and the cro- 
sswords are quite popular. It 
provides the reader with daily 
important information and 
updates on flight schedules, 
cultural events and the changes 
in the currency rates, i wish 
more newspapers would do 
that, it Is very useful. 


Mr. Rudiger Lemp, charge 
d'affaires at the embassy of the 
Federal Republic of Germany: 
The daily appearance of the 
Jordan Times is of great imp- 
ortance and significance to the 
foreign community in Jordan 
since It presents its readers with 
easy, readable and Informative 
hews, i also find rt very attr 
ractlve to read since all of Hs. 
hews and articles are. divided 
according to substance and are 
published under specialised 
pages, whicfr.arc "clearly cla- 
ssified. Even the smallest 
What’s Going On column Is 
helpful and well organised. 

Reporting on local political 
and socio-economic events is 
very daring and interesting and 
the amount of significant news 
in the Jordan Times therefore Is 
credible and sound. 

Although ft does not cover 
many regional and int- 
ernational events, 1 can say that 
it gives the general reader a very 
good idea about what is going 
on in the world, if readers are 
Interested to know much more 
and to read more news and rep- 
orts In detail. 
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Kenneth Bril, head of the PoF * 
itical Department at the Ame- 
rican Embassy: Please accept 
my congratulations on the 10 th 
anniversary of the Jordan 
Times. In my opinion the Jordan 
Times is one of the truly sti- 
mulating newspapers in the 
Middle East, with hard working - 
and informed journalists. Best 
wishes for the next 10 years. 
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...suggest ways to improve news coverage, content 

...the newspaper should have more pages in order to include articles on local develojpments, social issues and cultural events’ 


Mr. Yang Shan Zhun, first sec- 
retary at the embassy of the 
Peoples Republic of China: My 
colleagues and I are constant 
readers of the Jordan Times 
and we rely on it as a major sou- 
rce of information, i find the 
news and reports carried by the 
Jordan Tunes as quick, obj~ 
ective and above all friendly to 
the Chinese people. I especially 
like the feature stories on the 
Middle East situation in general 
and the Palestine cause in par- 
ticular. 

Mr. Henri Lebreton, Cultural 
Attache at the French Embassy; 
I don't speak Arabic so I read 
the Jordan Times to keep up 
with what is going on. Of course 
we would like a French paper 
too. i think for diplomatic peo- 
ple in Jordan, the paper Is a use- 
ful link with the social, eco- 
nomic and political life of Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Suleiman Far, Swiss emb- 
assy trade officer: As an add- 
icted reader of the Jordan 
Times, I find it my duty first, to 
commend the remarkable eff- 
orts of the editors and staff of 
our sole daily English-language 
newspaper and, second, to pre- 
sent some suggestions with a 
view to make It more responsive 
to the demand of our modem 
time. 

Assuming that the Jordan 
Times Is destined for foreign 
readers living in Jordan or abr- 
oad, I believe that these for- 
eigners wish to know more 
about the Jordanian economy, 
civilisation, culture, heritage 
and. above ail, the Arabic lan- 
guage. I am sure that many Jor- 
danian intellectuals, especially 
university professors, have a tot 
to contribute in these fields. 

Moreover, I am confidentthat 
foreigners are interested to 
know the Jordanian public opi- 
nion with regard to certain pol- 
itical issues. 


Representatives of 
International, local 
organisations, 
institutions 

Mr. Per Olof Hallqvlst — 
UNRWA Director: I read the 
Jordan Times because I want to 
know the focal news. I think that 
the coverage is good- l prefer to 
read about the international 
news in other papers, same 
goes for the economic news. I 
read the economy page to fol- 
low the local developments. I 
am interested in details of the 
international news which can 
not be published in the Jordan 
Times so I read other papers for 
the international economic 
news. 

I do not read the ent- 
ertainment page. However, I 
think there Is far too little details 
m the advertisements. For exa- 
mple take the cinema coverage. 
I feel it is very bad because a 
reader has no idea what the 
movie is about, the cast etc- 
You need to put more specifics, 
and then i will begin to read the 
entertainment page. I like the 
editorial and analysis page very 
much. I always find interesting 
topics. Some goes for the cul- 
tural page, there are always 
worthwhile topics. The layout 
appeals to me. It is easy to scan. 

I can see the content of the 
paper and then go back to the 
articles which interest me. The 
headlines are good, they give 
me a good idea of what is going 
on, without reading the whole 
article. The paper as a whole is 
good, but there is certainty 
room for improvement. 

Mr. Abed Al Rahman Itayem, 
UNRWA Public information Off- 
icer l believe it part of my duty 
to read the Jordan Times to see 
if toere is any criticism or good 
news about UNRWA. I feel it is 
the Jordan Times' duty to make 
the people aware of UNRWA. 
The Jordan Times has been very 
cooperative and we are grateful 
to you. i find the political news 
up to date and the coverage 
good. However l find the local 
news relatively weak. The eco- 
nomic analysis is excellent and 
the editorials are informative 
rather than analytical. 1 would 
prefer the editorials to be more 
analytical. 

The Jordan Times has good 
writers so you should use them 
instead of outside sources. Also 
you should not borrow ideas 
from the Arab papers. The rep- 
orters should find local and 
other topics themselves. ' 

I feel that the paper could be 
expanded to more pages to give 
more coverage of Jordan. I bel- 
ieve the newspaper is important 
for foreigners arid the Jordan 
Times is tiie best means to 
covey the news. i feel as a whole 
the paper is good. But we exp- 
ect to see improvements, esp- 
ecially in the editorials; wider 
coverage of local news and not 
to resort to translation, have the 
reporters write instead. 


Ms. Suha MaidalanI, United 
Nations Childrens Fund: 
Among the pages in the Jordan 
Times you can get the essence 
of what is going on in Jordan, 
the Arab World and on the int- 
ernational front as well. I think 
that more analytical articles 
such as those of Rami Khouri 
and editorials that put inf- 
ormation in a more intellectual 
context are needed. 

. What is also needed are more 
international and regional news 
on cultural activities, not only in 
Jordan, but in a global per- 
spective. The reliance on int- 
ernational news agencies is too 
heavy and should be reduced. 

Since the target audience of 
the. Jordan Times is foreigners, 
the paper needs to co-opt them 
into its way of thinking to sup- 
port the country’s political ide- 
ologies. The international press 
has its style of carrying news 
and the Jordan Times should 
counter-balance news in favour 
of the Arab perspective. 

Mr. Saleh Dabbakeh, United 
Nations Childrens Fund: I think 
it was better a few months ago 
as It used to contain more det- 
ailed stories and news analysis 
which are hard to find in Arabic 
papers. It is an absurdity not to 
publish the paper on Friday, 
since it is most wanted on that 
day. Pages 4 and 5 used to carry 
give activities of international 
organisations and agencies 
more prominence. 

Mr. Jala! Al Azzah, United Nat- 
ions Childrens Fund: More att- 
ention should be paid to local 
news and particularly those on 
page 1 . The Jordan Times used 
special supplement on certain 
occasions in the past, why not 
any more? We appreciate the 
big effort by the Jordan Times' 
staff in informing the public on 
issues related to the latest dev- 
elopments on the global level. 

Dr. Hassan Khreis, Jordan 
Medical Association president: 
The Jordan Times is indeed a 
reliable paper that carries bon- 
af ide news items, mainly on the 
local front What distinguishes 
the Jordan Times is that it con- 
tains stories that are not men- 
tioned in the Arabic dailies. It 
plays an important role as it ref- 
lects Jordan to the foreign rear 
ders. I suggest a broader cov- 
erage of*' investigative social 
and political reports in order to 
achieve ultimate success. 

Mrs. Joan Mary Al Majall, Vice 
President of the Cerebral Palsy 
Foundation: The newspaper 
has been very helpful in pre- 
senting local, Arab and Int- 
ernational news for non-Arabic 
readers in Jordan, it has also 
helped the foreign community 
in informing them about local 
events and the core of political 
speeches, which usually appear 
in. the newspaper in full text 
The editorials and columns 
published by the Jordan Times 
are analytical and objective. But 
I would I ike to see more letters 
to the editor since there are 
numerous issues about which 
Jordanian society keeps com- 
plaining. 

I would also like to see some 
film descriptions under each 
film title since a lot of us have no 
idea what the movie is all about 
and therefore do not have any 
hints about whatto expect I am 
a fan of Rami Khouri’s articles 
and when my children were 
studying abroad, they always 
asked me to cutout and send all 
material written by Mr. Khouri. 

Randa Habib's Comer is an 
interesting column as she tac- 
kles the society’s social pro- 
blems In a very straight -forward 
and open manner. 

Local socio-economic and 
intellectual developments are 
well-taken care of in page three, 
but I would like to read more 
local articles on women’s iss- 
ues and other subjects of great 
significance to our community, 
with its wide variety of foreign 
and Jordanian citizens. 

Brigadier Youssef Qsous, 
Head of the heart institute at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre: 
The paper is very good as the 
news it carries is always up- 
to-date and there is some that Is 
not published in the Arabic 
papers. 


Mr. Jany Bou relate, French Cul- 
tural Centre Director: I read the 
Jordan Times and I focus spe- 
cifically on the cultural events. I 
believe all that happens in Jor- 
dan in terms of cultural act- 
ivities is covered very well in the 
newspaper. However, I hope the 
Jordan Times will spare a sep- 
arate page or a special section 
for cultural events which would 
help the reader locate the cul- 
tural articles more easily. I like 
to read the Jordan Times bec- 
ause of the nice layout of the 
pages and. most important of 
alt, the easy and dear English 
language used. 


Dr. Fakhreddeen Daghestan!, 

President of the Royal Sci- 
entific Society: The contents of 
the paper are good but the 
number of pages is not suf- 
ficient. I think the coverage 
could be on a wider scale and 
more comprehensive. 

Mr. David Latta: British Council 
representative: I think the pol- 
itical coverage is clear and int- 
eresting. I feel that the local 
news is okay, not very adv- 
enturous. I believe that there is 
room for improvement on cul- 
tural news.The newspaper pub- 
lishes what is handed out by the 
cultural centres. I think that the 
readership would appreciate 
the reporters own criticism 
and/or personal reaction, not 
just what is written on the pro- 
gramme or what the cultural 
centre prepublicises. The eco- 
nomy page is not my personal 
kite rest so I won't comment, but 
1 am sure it is very good. 1 read 
the editorials and analyses from 
time to time, i find them very 
intersting. The entertainment 
page is impeccable. As for the 
layout I find it entirety man- 
ageable. 

The suggestions I would give 
the J.T. is to include more ind- 
ependent comments similar to 
Randa. Habib's Comer and 
Rami Khouri articles on arc- 
haeology. 

Mr. John Wilcox, American Cul- 
tural Centre director: I read eve- 
rything in the paper. I find the 
focal commentaries excellent 
and very interesting. The cov- 
erage of the political news is 
also very good. I read Fahed 
Fanek’s commentaries with 
great interest I feel that the 
paper could be expanded. You 
need more coverage of focal 
events, more news in general, 
and in more depth. The paper is 
well laid out I think that the 
Jordan Times is of a high sta- 
ndard for journalism in Jordan. 

Mr. Pemer Adolf, director of the 
German Cultural Centre: I read 
the paper from the beginning to 
the end. i find the political, eco- 
nomical, and sports coverage 
excellent I would like to see 
more details on local events. 
The Jordan Times should write 
more on traffic regulations laws 
and howto control traffic. I app- 
reciate the articles by r Rami 
Khouri. They give me a com- 
prehensive view of the history 
of Jordan. I hope they will con- 
tinue because they are very 
good. 

I think that the Jordan Times 
should improve on its local 
coverage. What's going on in 
Jordan at one glance would be 
very helpful, i find the new- 
spaper - very good for inf- 
ormation for foreigners, and I 
am glad to have such a paper. 

Mr. Tahsln OgaHi, Spanish Cul- 
tural Centre director: I find the 
political coverage not bad. 
However the newspaper lacks 
in international news, esp- 
ecially In tiie coverage of Eur- 
opean countries and in cov- 
ering international cultural 
news. The coverage of the local 
news is also not bad. We use the 
news from page three and find it 
very helpful. We always look at 
it Sometimes I read the edi- 
torials, but mostly i read the cul- 
tural, local and international 
news. I find them very imp- 
ortant As a whole I think the 
paper is very, very good and the 
reporters are good as well. 

Mr. Eovgehty Garkov, Soviet 
Cultural Centre director: I think 
politics is quite well covered. I 
am not very interested in eco- 
nomics so it,wouid be difficult 
to give my opinion about .the 
economy page. The local cov- 
erage is very good. I find the 
entertainment page alright, but 
maybe it would be better if the 
Jordan Times publishes act- 
ivities as the cultural centres. I 
find the international coverage 
alright You could publish 
more, but the size of the paper 
prevents this. I suggest that the 
newspaper publishes more art- 
icles about Inter-Arab relations, 
and about the Soviet Union. 


Mbs Amal Ghandour. Queen 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Researcher: As a disappointed 
reader of the local Jordanian 
newspapers, I was rather hes- 
itant to put my impressions of 
the Jordan Times on the record. 
The Jordan Times has probably 
come under severe pressures, 
both internal and external, in its 
short ten year history which 
have undoubtedly affected its 
performance and growth. 
Hence, any balanced appraisal 
of its calibre of journalism 
would necessarily have to pay a 
large measure of attention to 
imposing outside cir- 
.cumstances as well as its Int- 
ernal office tension that Inhibit 
the newspaper's attain ment of a 
higher standard of journalism. 


Basma LawzJ, head of the inf- 
ormation office, department of 
the Arab Organisation of Adm- 
inistrative Sciences of the Arab 
League: 1 have always been a 
constant reader of the Jordan 
Times. I think It is the best local 
newspaper because it covers a 
wide range of subjects that 
other focal newspapers do not 
cover. It reports and covers cur- 
rent events and political dev- 
elopments objectively and with 
a very good analytical app- 
roach. Our family makes It a 
point to bring home the new- 
spaper every day and we often 
discuss social issues raised by 
the newspaper’s columnists 
which are rarely or even never 
tackled by the other local new- 
spapers. 

Bankers, 

businessmen 

Dr. Maher Shukri, Central Bank 
of Jordan Deputy Governor: I 
wish to bypass complimentary 
statements in favour of the Jor- 
dan Times’ excellent and rel- 
iable standard and I therefore 
would Ike to pin-point several 
issues which need to be imp- 
roved by the newspaper. Due to 
the raptd communication tec- 
hnology and advancements, I 
believe that written news has 
lost its attraction and therefore I 
suggest that more reactions on 
news and updates on local and 
intematioal developments sho- 
uld be presented in the new- 
spapers' articles. I would also 
like to see more interesting 
news analyses which give 
forward-thinking ideas or dis- 
cuss expectations regarding 
any important local and foreign 
development I believe that rep- 
etition and beating around the 
bush is a major journalistic 
trend in Jordan and therefore 
the Jordan Times should keep 
away from these negative 
trends as much as possible, i 
wish to see and read more fin- 
ancial news analyses which 
contain a lot of figu res and deep 
analysis, such as those exc- 
ellent features which are wri- 
tten by Rami Khouri, since his 
articles usually give readers a 
wider spectrum of local figures 
and investment opportunities. 

Mr. Zuhair Khouri, Housing 
Bank Director General : An 
accurate, 'objective and mod- 
erate local newspaper with a 
highly credible focal and pan- 
Arab reputation. It has never 
published any groundless rum- 
ours or meaningless rhetoric, 
nor has ft ever under-estimated 
the coverage of any local 
socio-economic and political 
issue. It is a specialised new- 
spaper and therefore rt differs 
from the other local dailies. The 
economy page, which is a sou- 
rce of great interest to bankers 
and economists, is somehow 
limited in its coverage .of eco- 
nomic news. Despite this, I 
think that the Jordan Times 
gives a general and clear idea 
about the local economic sit- 
uation in general and the int- 
ernational economic situation 
In particular. I also believe that 
its staff are quite specialised. 

Dr. Ante Muasher, Former Min- 
ister of Finance and a bus- 
inessman: The Jordan Times' 
news coverage standard is of an 
excellent calibre and it is rated 
as one of the best pan-Arab 
newspapers. The Jordan Times 
is characterised by an excellent 
informative standard and offers 
a lot of vital columns which are 
written by renowned and edu- 
cated Jordanian professionals 
and columnists. 

Mr. Soufian Al Sartawi, General 
Manager of the JordarvKuwait 
Bank: An excellent, com- 
prehensive, straight to the point 
and reliable source of inf- 
ormation to interested bi- 
lingual readers and for for- 
eigners. It has reached a high 
standard and gained a good 
reputation in comparison with 
the other local dailies. Con- 
gratulations. 

Mr. Gerard Bouley, Banque 
National De Paris General Man- 
ager The Jordan Times is not a 
bad newspaper. I am interested 
in bustoess and economic dev- 
elopment and I believe that the 
newspaper presents these sub- 
jects with a lot of reliable and 
accurate information. However, 

I would Ike to see a specialised 
page on local economic dev- 
elopments. Whenever some 
contracts am signed between a 
local governmental and non- 
governmental institution and a 
foreign contractor, the name of 
the contractor is never men- 
tioned. instead it reads "a for- 
eign contracting company" and 
f would Ike to see more names 
of the winning contractors. In 
comparison with all pan-Arab 
English language daily new- 
spapers. I believe that the Jor- 
dan Times could be rated as 
‘very good. 


Mr. Mohammad Eslam Cha- 
udhrl, Habib Bank General 
Manager: The newspaper has 
an excellent and concentrated 
coverage of local and Arab 
socio-economic and political 
developments. However, the 
newspaper has a biased att- 
itude in covering international 
news In general and South 
Asian news in particular. In this 
respect, I bel ieve that your new- 
spaper gives due attention to 
Indian affairs, which are always 
highlighted. But when Pak- 
istani news and developments 
are reported, they are either 
played down or show the neg- 
ative policies of Pakistan. The 
issue of bias in covering South 
Asian news is often discussed 
by Pakistani nationals living in 
Amman and therefore, we 
would like to see a change in 
favour of Pakistani news cov- 
erage. I would also appreciate 
the newspaper if it would inc- 
rease the quantity of local art- 
icles since foreigners are int- 
erested to probe into Jordan’s 
socio-economic developments 
and activities. Since I am a ban- 
ker, (would litre to say that some 
of your columnists, especially 
Fahed Al Fanek and Rami G. 
Khouri. have excellent eco- 
nomic articles, which are usu- 
ally used by our bank as official 
and important documented 
news. More news on int- 
ernational currency, banking 
problems and local banking 
developments should be pub- 
lished by your newspaper. 

Mr. Tawflc Khalil, Arab Bank 
Senior Manager/intemational 
Division : As a daily reader of the 
newspaper, I would like to see 
more local opinions on foreign 
developments and int- 
ernational reports. The Jordan 
Times should try to present the 
significance of events rather 
than mention the news, which 
all of us can receive through the 
various media. A reporter sho- 
uld be allowed to write his 
comments and include them in 
his story since he is the number 
one person who follows up the 
news and interprets it. Oth- 
erwise, I believe it has an exc- 
ellent and reliable reputation 
and what pleases me a lot when 
I read the newspaper is that it 
has a very simple yet precise 
and rich style in terms of lan- 
guage and style. What even ple- 
ases me more when I read your 
newspaper is that all of your 
foreign articles have by-lines 
and are sourced, which is very 
rare to find among the other dai- 
lies. 

Mr. Sami Ghamo, businessman 
and former Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Sawt 
Al Shaab newspaper It is very 
important for tne guests in our 
country to understand our point 
of view, so an English new- 
spaper is essential. The Jordan 
Times is well-known for its 
straight-forward and candid 
views on local as well as int- 
ernational issues. The com- 
mentaries are often more far 
ranging than those offered by 
the Arabic press and the Jordan 
Times gives us the opportunity 
to read first-hand international 
opinions. After ten years of 
experience, it is now time to see 
a weekly or monthfy review of 
Jordan and the Arab World. 


Mr. George Twall, Bus- 
inessman and Chairman of Pub- 
lic Relations at the American 
University of Beirut Alumni 
Club in Jordan: The Jordan 
Times should get all enc- 
ouragement and support from 
all its foreign and bNIngual 
readers since it covers the var- 
ious local, Arab and int- 
ernational socio-economic and 
political news. I believe it Ires a 
higher news credibility and 
accuracy than the news cov- 
erage of the other dailies and 
whenever I need to probe into 
local political developments I 
rely on the Jordan Times. A lot 
of news carried by the new- 
spaper does not appear in other 
dailies or they might carry it 
later and this feature con- 
tributes towards the positive 
reputation of the newspaper. 
But i hope that more int- 
ernational and detailed political 
news would appear in your 
newspaper since it is a source 
of first-hand information to Its 
numerous foreign readers. If 
the newspaper could present 
comprehensive articles on Jor- 
dan's money and financial mar- 
ket or on some of the countries 
economic problems and how 
such problems are affecting 
local businessmen and eco- 
nomists. 

Mr. Osama Naber, Bus- 
inessman: i do not trust the 
Arabic newspapers so I read the 
Jordan Times regularly as I 
consider it the best paper in the 
Kingdom. I suggest an increase 
in the number of pages to cover 
more news and at greater 
length. 


Mr. Haille AguHlar, Marriott 
Hotel General Manager: I enjoy 
reading the Jordan Times bec- 
ause it offers its readers a var- 
iety of local, Arab and Int- 
ernational socio-economic and 
political news that are covered 
in a very professional, reliable 
arid accurate manner. I cannot 
state any major complaints 
because i can understand that 
the paper is working under a lot 
of pressure and this could exp- 
lain the absence of tackling a lot 
of sensitive issues. 

Despite the tight pressures 
impeding the newspaper from 
shading more light on issues, I 
believe that the Jordan Times 
local political coverage is out- 
standing, objective and very rel- 
iable. The Jordan Times edi- 
torials and specialised socio- 
economic and political col- 
umns contain a lot of analytical 
information and therefore I read 
them with great interest. I have 
been in a tot of Arab countries 
and therefore I was exposed to 
a lot of the pan-Arab English 
language newspapers, but I can 
proudly say that the Jordan 
Times ranks among the best 
pan-Arab newspapers, if not the 
best. Since I have followed up 
the development of your new- 
spaper with great interest, I 
would still like to read more 
about sports news as well as 
economic news which are som- 
etimes not being followed up by 
the Jordan Times in a con- 
sistent manner. 

I would also like to read more 
.about the frustrations of the 
local businessmen since I bel- 
ieve there is so much to write 
about in the country’s business 
sector. Although the new- 
spapers' print quality is equal to 
that of an international sta- 
ndard, I would not mind seeing 
the Jordan Times appear with 
more pages. 

Mr. Somosa Kazu Muroo, Bus- 
inessman: In general, the Jor- 
dan Times is an excellent paper. 
I really do not know whether 
some articles are censored, but 
I have the impression that the 
paper is comprehensive in its 
coverage. However, the Jordan 
Times sometimes makes ine- 
vitable mistakes, especially in 
the daily guide. 

Mr. Hani Kakish, Businessman: 
The Jordan Times has improved 
to become the best newspaper 
In Jordan for its credibility. I 
think it is highly regarded by the 
public. The paper is also one of 
the most important news sou- 
rces for foreigners to obtain 
first-hand information on both 
the international and local lev- 
els. 

Mr. Habib Fu’ad Habash, Bus- 
inessman: The Jordan Times is 
a comprehensive paper and of a 
very good reputation, even on 
, the regional level. I would sug- 
gest more archaeological art- 
icles on touristic sites in order 
to give readers more inf- 
ormation about the Kingdom's 
heritage and for the promotion 
of tourism. 

Mr. Fares Abu Diyeh, Bus- 
inessman: The Jordan Times is 
an excellent in general but the 
number of pages is not enough. 
I never read the sports page. I 
sometimes spot spelling mis- 
takes but I am sure that such 
mistakes happen mistakenly 
during the printing process. I 
don’t like Randa Habib’s comer 
as the subjects she tackles are 
often results of her personal 
experiences. I enjoy reading 
column 8 which includes int- 
eresting news items. I believe 
that the most readable part of 
the paper is column 8. To be 
frank, if it wasn’t for the Mutt 
and Jeff cartoon, I wouldn’t 
read the paper. I enjoy this car- 
toon very much but as for the 
Better Half, I think it is stupid. 
The column I enjoy reading is 
Marwan Muasher's; he has 
good command of the English 
language but it takes time until 
you reach the main point of the 
article. I suggest increasing the 
number of pages to include 
more reports on the local eco- 
nomic sector. Letters to the edi- 
tor should be encouraged. 

Dr. Zaky Ayyoubi, Bus- 
inessman and a former writer at 
the Jordan Times: The Jordan 
Times fills the gap for an Eng- 
lish newspaper in Jordan and it 
has certainly improved over the 
years. Jordan has some han- 
dicaps in journalism and art- 
icles tend to concentrate on 
individuals rather than on eve- 
nts. I would have expected bet- 
ter journalism in an English 
newspaper. The Jordan Times 
used to have very weak local 
coverage and although this has 
been developed, there is still a 
lot of room for improvement 
The main problem that I see in 
the Jordan Times is the rel- 
atively high turnover of rep- 
orters. The Jordan Times has 
not been very successful in att- 
racting and keeping talents. 


Mr. Omar Al Nabulsi, a lawyer: I 
believe that the Jordan Times 
has filled a vaccum in supplying 
readers with informative and 
well-organised news. It has 
become an urgent need in Jor- 
dan and especially in Amman 
since the capital has become a 
cosmopolitan city with a large 
community of foreigners and 
visitors. The paper has enl- 
ightened its readers on daily 
events and it also reflects the 
rapid socio-economic progress 
the Kingdom has achieved 
under the wise rule of His Maj- 
esty King Hussein. 

tt is also solid proof that jou- 
rnalism in Jordan has achieved 
a very good standard as ref- 
lected by the newspaper. If it 
were not for the daily app- 
earance of the Jordan Times, I 
believe that a lot of the non- 
Arabic and bi-lingual readers 
would sense a great gap in 
being informed about the latest 
developments on the national 
Arab and international scenes. 

I would like to say that Rami 
Khouri’s articles are of an exc- 
ellent intellectual standard and 
that they are informative and 
analytical. A lot of my friends 
and myself wait eagerly to read 
his columns and articles. I feel 
that the newspapers' editors, 
subeditors and reporters have 
done a super job in maintaining 
the high standard and good 
reputation of the newspaper 
which it achieved since it first 
appeared. 

Mr. Saeb Neshehwat, Bus- 
inessman, Arab Management 
Systems Company: The Jordan 
Times is a .well-established 
newspaper, but I ftould suggest 
more coverage of scientific and 
engineering activities in the 
Kingdom and on the int- 
ernational level. The layout is 
very good but the paper needs 
to increase the number of 
pages and, if possible, to pub- 
lish it on Fridays. 

Miss. Lucie Aalou, Jordan Int- 
ercontinental Hotel Public Rel- 
ations Manager: I have always 
liked the Jordan Times as it is an 
easy-to-read and well-- 
organised newspaper, in which 
one can read the highlights of 
news in a few but expressive 
lines. 

Mr. Gttaleb.Sawalha, Regency 
Palace Hotel Vice General 
Manager and Marketing, Sales 
Director: The Jordan Times 
should contain more int- 
ernational news since its rea- 
dership is mainly the foreign 
community in Jordan who are 
interested to know more about 
the developments in their cou- 
ntries. The amount of local 
news covered by your new- 
spaper is somehow inadequate 
since it fails to mention a lot 
about the trfoal law in Jordan 
and other socio-economic asp- 
ects which are a source of val- 
uable -information to the for- 
eigners in Jordan. I believe that 
the newspaper should enlarge 
its coverage, especially in areas 
ol economics, sports, columns 
and editorials. 

Academics, 
university staff 

Dr. Marwan Kamal, Yarmouk 
University vice-president: It is 
an excellent paper as it is rich 
with good articles. Its aim is not 
to stuff pages with contents but 
to give prominence to imp- 
ortant events and issues. It tac- 
kles all sort of news with obj- 
ectivity and balance. It also 
covers international news in a 
comprehensive way that allows 
the audience to follow up on the 
latest development in the world 
at large. I personally admire 
pages 4 and 5 for the interesting 
articles they contain. The layout 
of the paper is extremely well 
done, and contains amusing 
comers such as Mutt and Jeff. 

Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber, Former 
Minister of Economics, col- 
umnist and scholar: For me as 
well as others in Jordan and 
elsewhere, I am sure that the 
Jordan Times has become a 
tradition. From its very first 
issue until the present it has 
maintained a high standard, 
which gave Jordan's mass cir- 
culation papers toe esteemed 
reputation they posses. It has 
not only become a major source 
of news and analysis. 

Dr. Seri Naslr, a leading Jor- 
danian sociologist and former 
president of the Sociology Fac- 
ulty at the University of Jordan: 
The Jordan Times has acquired 
a good reputation in the area as 
an objective news reporting 
vehicle. Some of the editorials, 
particularly those written by 
Rami G. Khouri express very 
well what people felt, thought 
and hoped for. The Jordan 
Times needs more news ana- 
lysis, and the editorials should 
focus on how people in the area 
view and perceive events. 


Dr. Hanl Abdul Rahman, dean 
of student affairs at toe Uni- 
versity of Jordan: The Jordan 
Times is Jordan's mirror to the 
local foreign community and 
the international world. How- 
ever, it still lacks analytical art- 
icles on various socio- 
economic local issues. The 
newspaper also fails to cover 
toe university's activities in a 
comprehensive manner, and l 
think that the progress the local 
universities have made Is a true 
reflection of the Kingdom's 
educational progress and is 
something we should boast of. 

I rarely read any letters to the 
editor in the Jordan Times and 
this could mean that its readers 
are not reactionary people or 
that the newspaper itself is not 
very popular. However, the Jor- 
dan Times is not to be blamed 
for not receiving any letters to 
the editor since Jordanian peo- 
ple are generally apathetic 

Dr. Ericut Goktan, A Turkish 
professor at the Yarmouk Uni- 
versity (Faculty of Economy): in 
general, the Jordan Times enj- 
oys a very good reputation bec- 
ause of its high standards. It 
contains a number of good col- 
umns such as Marwan Mua- 
sher's Talking Straight and fin- 
ancial and economic news ana- 
lysis by Dr. Fahed Fanek. In my 
opinion, page 8 is the most inf- 
ormative page for the variety of 
news items it contains. The 
daily guide on page 2 is also a 
help to readers. 

Dr. Alaeddln Tfleytioglu, A Tur- 
kish economics professor at 
Yarmouk University: The new- 
spaper has good coverage of 
local and international events 
with emphasis on the latest reg- 
ional developments. It is the 
best means for foreigners living 
in the Kingdom to get f irst hand 
information on events in Jor- 
dan. Page 7 should give more 
prominence to local financial 
subjects instead of only to int- 
ernational economic events. 
Although the sports page has a 
good coverage of international 
events, sometimes it does not 
oontato follow-ups 

Dr. Nabil Haddad, Yarmouk 
University Press and Inf- 
ormation Department: The Jor- 
dan Times covers a great gap in 
non-Arabic newspapers in the 
Kingdom. The Jordan Times is 
well-edited and is on equal 
terms with world newspapers. 
Allhough it was designed for 
the foreign audience in Jordan, 

1 notice that the Jordan Times 
bravely tackles local issues as 
well. I particularly enjoy page 4. 

Dr. Issam Mousa, Yarmouk 
University Press and Inf- 
ormation Department: A dis- 
tinguished and well done paper 
compared to the Arabic lan- 
guage newspapers. I favour the 
Jordan Times' editorials for 
their frankness and truth. I also 
admire Rami Khouri's articles 
on archaeology and political 
issues, Randa Habib’s Comer 
and Marwan Muasher's Talking 
Straight. Most readers find that 
the Jordan Times explains the 
Arab perspective in a good and 
balanced way. I .would rec- 
ommend that the Jordan Times 
allocate a special space, on a 
regular basis, to inform readers 
about cultural events and int- 
ellectual developments in Jor- 
dan. I should also mention that I 
use the Jordan Times as an 
educational tool for my jou- 
rnalism students. 

Dr. Kamel Kozan, Faculty of 
Economic and Administrative 
Sciences at Yarmouk Uni- 
versity: In general the Jordan 
Times is an admirable paper. I 
prefer pages 4 and 5 for the 
items they contain, as well as 
amusing features such as the 
cartoon. The daily guide is very 
useful. The sports page neg-., 
lects important sports that 
could be of interest 

Dr. Werner Wagner, A German . 
professor at the University of' 
Jordan: The Jordan Times is a 
very important newspaper bec- 
ause it gives readers first hand 
information on the latest dev- 
elopments in the world. The 
Jordan Times’ political news is 
very informative and compares 
well with the news I read in 
German weekly periodicals. 
The size of the paper is small, 
but still it covers the main eve- 
nts that take place in any part of 
the globe. I recommend more 
coverage of cultural and sci- 
entific developments. 

Dr, Yasser Adwan, director of.' 
the Public Administration Dep-; 
artment at Yarmouk University: ■ 
it is obvious that the Jordan t 
Times is of a high and die-’ 
tinguished level of journalism * 
as it tackles exclusive issues 
which you don’t find in other 
local newspapers. I recommend 4 
that the Jordan Times publish* 
specialised investigative rep-s 
oris on economic and financial 'j 
events. 9 
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‘And now, a word 
from our sponsors’ 


J.T. useful to foreign, local media 





By Jamal Khalil 
and William Cordes 
Special to the Jordan Times 

Advertising is an essential and 
critical element of any daily 
newspaper. Income from the 
purchase price of newspapers 
covers only the smallest fra- 
ction of publication costs. In 
order to pay their operating 
expenses and, perhaps, even to 
turn a small profit, newspapers 
depend on the revenues gen- 
erated by advertising. 

People react differently to 
advertising — whether it app- 
ears in the Jordan Times, q trier 
daily papers, magazines, or on 
radio or television. Some dep- 
lore the increasing com- 
mercialisation of our society, 
some are grateful for the fin- 
ancial support advertising pro- 
vides to the mass media, and 
some people just plain enjoy 
reading the ads. 

Advertising is perhaps best 
seen as simply one more form 
of communication, of providing 
information, of educating the 
consumer. In this sense, adv- 
ertising in not merely a means 
for the newspapers to make 
money, but more importantly a 
service to our readers, whether 
they seek a new car. a place to 
live, courses in Arabic, a vac- 
ation. or a good restaurant. 

On the occasion of our tenth 
anniversary, the Jordan Times 
is pleased to offer some of 
Amman's more prominent adv- 
ertising professionals the opp- 
oncnity to express their views 
of :ns Jordan Times, other 
media, advertising, and mar- 
keting in Jordan. ~ 

Mr. Sami Khalifeh, the Khalifeh 
Publicity Agency: In my opi- 
nion. the Jordan Times has pro- 
ved over the years to be a useful 
.advertising tool serving both 
the English-speaking foreign 
community and English- 
speaking Jordanians. Per- 
sonally speaking, it is my fav- 
ourite daily paper in Jordan. I 
believe that the Jordan Times 
could achieve or attain more 
popularity among Jordanian 
readers by addressing itself 
more and more to the local 
community, e.g. university and 
college students, and by off- 
ering news and amusement 
material to them in a less formal 
way. in specialised columns. 

On behalf of myself, all my 
colleagues at Khalifeh Publicity 
Agency, as well as my clients, f 
wish the Jordan Times a very 


happy 10th anniversary and all 
the success it needs for the fut- 
ure. 

Mr. Rabah Al Sughayer, the 
Petra Public Relations and 
Advertising Agency: The pre- 
sence of an English-language 
newspaper has solved a pro- 
blem for us in that we now can 
advertise in English to foreign 
readers. While we advertise to 
promote the sale of com- 
modities, we would like to see 
the Jordan Times conveying a 
message ratherthan serving as 
a means for selling a com- 
modity for advertisements. 

Mr. Talai Qarra’in, the Al Had- 
itha Advertising Agency: Our 
advertisements in the Jordan 
Times are generally very eff- 
ective. particularly the housing 
rental notices. Advertisements 
in the paper are an important 
marketing factor in a consumer 
society like ours. The amount of 
advertising in the Jordan Times 
has been recently affected in a 
negative way by problems with 
the quality of the printing. The 
printing should be improved 
and a new layout would enh- 
ance the general appearance of 
the paper. 

Mr. Sim'aan Al Bouri, the Bouri 
Advertising Agency: We adv- 
ertise in the Jordan Times to 
reach both Jordanians and for- 
eign nationals, and we feel that 
these ads have all been very 
beneficial and yield good res- 
ults. It would be a 
good idea for the Jordan Times 
to form a special unit to prepare 
designs for the advertisers to 
ensure that they appear in an 
attractive shape. We would also 
like to see more pages, and ads 
in colour to enhance their app- 
earance. The Jordan Times has 
made significant successes 
over the past 10 years, thanks to 
its staff and their efforts. I wish 
the Jordan Times continued 
progress. 

Mr. Basse m Dajani, the Jer- 
usalem Advertising Agency: 

Advertising in the 

Jordan Times brings effective 
results mainly in classified ads 
and especially If a product's 
target audience is foreigners. 

The Jordan Times is currently 
geared toward foreigners living 
in Jordan. It could improve by 
promoting itself more among 
English-speaking Jordanians. 
By doing so its readership 
would gradually increase. The 
Jordan Times shoufd also imp- 
rove its public relations with 
advertising agencies. 


Mr. Jawad Maraqa, Director 
General of the Jordanian News 
Agency, Pbtra: The Jordan 
Times has filled an important 
gap in the mass media by being 
able to convey Jordanian views 
and major developments in the 
country and the world to the 
foreign community and to the 
diplomatic corps in Jordan. I 
think that the reporting and edi- 
ting in the Jordan Times is of a 
very high and advanced pro- 
fessional standard of the cov- 
erage of events is com- 
prehensive and in-depth. 

Mr. Mohammad Guneim, Voice 
of America Director: The Jor- 
dan Times is a readable new- 
spaper and has a very high sta- 
ndard. 

Mr. Charles Wallace, Chief of 
the Middle East Bureau, the Los 
Angeles Times: I find it very use- 
ful in my work. The reporting 
and news coverage are bal- 
anced and fair. 

Mr. Scott Macleod, a freelance 
American journalist and writer 
on Middle East affairs: The Jor- 
dan Times is the best English 
language newspaper in the 
Arab World and can be counted 
upon for reliable coverage of 
the many crises affecting the 
region. 

Mr. Touma Hazou, ABC news: 
The paper is very useful. The 
coverage of many stories is bet- 
ter than in the Arabic press. 
Lead stories are analytical and 
generally intelligently written. 
Guest columnists are critical of 
Arab and local government 
which is a healthy sign. 

Mr. Osama Al Sharif: editor of 
the English weekly Jerusalem 
Star, in Amman: There is a need 
for an English publication in 
Jordan which is an open cou- 
ntry in terms of providing local 
and overseas information. I 
understand the difficulty and 
vunerability of an English lan- 
guage paper here as the cir- 
culation is small and adv- 
ertising unpredictable. 

Mr. John Rice, Associated 
Press correspondent in 
Amman: The Jordan Times is 
professionally done and It does 
a good job in combining news 
from various news sources to 
form comprehensive stories. 
The layout is consistent. The 
newspaper Is essential reading 
for every foreign reporter. 


Mr. Ibrahim Noun, Reuters cor- 
respondent: Being a journalist, 
I value all newspapers, not to 
mention that the Jordan Times 
is a valued subscriber to Reu- 
ters news agency. 

Mr. Bader Abdul Haqq, senior 
editor and columnist at Ai Rai: I 
suggest that the Jordan Times 
should change its name to " 
"Nicaragua Times” since the 
newspaper's distance from the 
Jordanian readership is as far 
as Jordan is from Nicaragua, i 
believe that there is a vast dif- 
ference between the Jordan 
Times and the other local new- 
spapers in terms of the amount 
of freedom it entails and the 
language. 

it publishes so many different 
news items which are taboo for 
the Al Rai’ editors. At other 
times, the Jordan Times adopts 
American or Western view poi- 
nts on economical and political 
issues and it appears as if the 
Jordan Times' editors are det- 
atched from the worries and 
problems of local society. What 
even hurts me more is that the 
Information Ministry treats the 
Jordan Times as if it were a for- 
eign newspaper in terms of 
censorship, although 1 know 
that the Jordan Times' rea- 
dership differs from the other 
dailies' readership. 

On the occasion of its 10th 
anniversary, I hope that the 
newspaper's editor would try 
harder in making the Jordan 
Times identity more Arab- 
oriented and he should help its 
reporters to write in English 
while thinking in Arabic and 
tackling news with more int- 
erest on the Arab way of solving 
problems. 

Mr. Jawad Zadeh, director of 
Radio Jordan foreign pro- 
gramme: l am afraid I won't be 
very helpfuf. I only look at page 
four for the political analyses 
because sometimes I use them 
in broadcasting. 

Mr. Andy Cooper, Radio Jordan 
broadcaster: I feel that the 
paper as a whole is okay. How- 
ever, in comparison to the Eng- 
lish papers, I find it slightly bor- 
ing. The political coverage is 
good, the economic news is 
intersting, and the local news 
very interesting. My favourite 
column in the newspaper is * 
column 8. The layout is quite 
good. 


Mr. Rui Yingjie, Xinhua News 
Agency correspondent: Jordan 
Times is the only English daily 
in Amman so it becomes a very 
important source of inf- 
ormation, especially for foreign 
residents who do not know the 
Arabic language. I have been a 
reader of the Jordan Times for 
nearly two years and I have 
benefitted from it a great deal. 
The focai news and analyses on 
Middle East developments 
which are carried by the Jordan 
Times always attract attention 
since they always give fresh inf- 
ormation and interesting ideas. 

Mr. Mohammad Al Amairah, Al 
Rai page one editor: I won't be 
exage rating if f confess that f 
have been reading the Jordan 
Times daily for the past ten 
years. It has achieved great 
success during its ten year life- 
span in terms of following up 
news, investigative reporting 
and news analysis. The Jordan 
Times Journalistic experience 
is unique and exciting in terms 
of local journalism in particular 
and in terms of pan-Arab Eng- 
lish journalism in general. A 
basic characteristic of the Jor- 
dan Times 'reporting is freedom 
of expression and honest news. 

Mr.Yacoub Jaber, editor of the 
English news on Jordan Tel- 
evision: I feel that the opinion 
page is good. However page 
four and five need more ana- 
lysis. The coverage of political 
news is good and says more 
than the Arabic newspapers. 
But the paper should not be 100 
per cent news. The local fea- 
tures are very important and not 
enough is said about what hap- 
pens locally. Rami Khouri's art- 
icles are excellent, we need 
more of these articles. Also, the 
entertainment page could be 
expanded. The lay out and 
paper as a whole is good. 

Mrs. Vera Marar Abu Hannoud, 

radio broadcaster: I am bot- 
hered by certain editorials and 
articles on page four as some of 
the writers contradict the- 
mselves. They give a point of 
view and a few months later 
they write on the subject again 
but with a completely different 
point of view. Editors should be 
more careful and read between 
the lines, because many times 
derogatory comments about 
the Arabs creep in, notably in 
foreign journalists' articles. 


Miss Rima Azar, radio and tel- 
evision broadcaster: 1 feel that 
the political news is. very good. 
The articles by Rami Khouri are 
good and the analyses are use- 
ful and enlightening. I do not 
read the economy page or the 
entertainment but sometimes, 1 
do the jumbles at work. The 
paper is too small with not eno- 
ugh reporting on local events. 
The Jordan Times should not 
just be a political paper. What is 
lacking now is the human 
touch. Social subjects, women 
and health are not given eno- 
ugh attention. There should 
also be more people's com- 
ments and reactions. It is imp- 
ortant that people say whatthey 
feel and those who disagree 
respond. People's participation 
is extremely important. As for 
the layout, i do not take much 
notice of it. 


Mr. Fizz Walters, Radio Jordan 
broadcaster: I like the Jordan 
Times very much. I am annoyed, 
however, that the paper sto- 
pped covering the cinema pro- 
grammes and times. I feel the 
local coverage is reasonable, 
however, local news does not 
interest me as much as the int- 
ernational news. I like the 
sports page but not when there 
is not much space for the news. 
The layout is good eventhough 
the television programmes are 
bot always correct. As a whole 
the paper is good but I would 
Suggest more local news, more 
light news, and more special 
features. 


Miss Bayan AITel, newscaster: 
I find the political news brief 
and good. The commentaries 
are excellent. Sometimes how- 
ever, i feel that they are exa- 
ggerated and personal. In those 
articles there is no objectivity 
and the topics are not worthy to 
be written about, so the editor 
should be more careful in who 
he allows to write and what he 
allows to be printed. But other 
times I am surprised at the cou- 
rage some writers have. It gives 
me a feeling that there is fre- 
edom of expression and press 
In Jordan. I read the horoscope 
and the cartoons, they are really 
good. And column 8 is good 
too. It has light and strange top- 
ics. As a whofe I think the paper 
is very good. 


Mr. J.P. Murray, director of the 
French Audiovisual Centre: I 
read the Jordan Times and like 
the cultural coverage in the 
newspaper. I hope the new- 
spaper will allocate a special 
page or section for cultural act- 
ivities. I think "What is Going 
On" is a very useful section and 
informative, but I think we need 
to know more details on the dif- 
ferent activities mentioned. 

Kathy Kaklsh, Radio Jordan 
broadcaster: I read the local 
news first and sometimes it is 
very good, other times vsry 
poor. There is a need for more 
local reports and local pho- 
tographs. I only look at the pol- 
itical pages when there is some 
hot issue because being a bro- 
adcaster I hear the news before 
the paper is printed. The layout 
for page one is beautiful, esp- 
ecially with the paragraphs in 
bold print and column 8 adds a 
nice touch to the day. The paper 
is good as a whole. 

Mr. Hassan Abu She'ereh, a 
television director and actor: 
The Jordan Times is very well 
produced, but it lacks coverage 
on cultural events, especially 
those which take place in the 
Kinqdom. It is a pity that so 
many local cultural events are 
not covered as they are of great 
benefit to society. 


General readers 


Dr. Salah Safah. a neurologist: 
The Jordan Times is doing a 
very good job and we are all 
proud of the news paper. Being 
an art collector and since my 
first hobby is archaeology, I 
suggest diversifying arc- 
haeological articles and giving 
them vital colour. We { I and my 
friends) are fed up of the same 
rhetoric coverage on art and 
tourism in the paper. 

Mrs. Laurie Carabrese, a FiJ- 
ipina working in Jordan: I enjoy 
reading the Jordan Times and I 
believe the newspaper is the 
main source of information for 
the foreign community in Jor- 
dan. The international coverage 
is good and I read all the reports 
on the recent typhoon in the 
Philippines. 

Miss Gloria Esterfa, a Filipina 
working in Jordan: 1 enjoy rea- 
ding the Jordan Times very 
much and i am a regular reader. 


Mrs. Rosemarie Ehrftardt, a 
housewife: If it was not for the 
daily appearance of this ren- 
owned newspaper. I would 
never have had a chance to fol- 
low up on local, regional and 
international developments 
concerning all issues. When I 
first arrived here from Germany 
20 years ago, I was totally iso- 
lated from all developments 
and ) would wait for some Ger- 
man newspapers to arrive in 
Jordan by mistake. I believe that 
the newspaper's foreign news 
coverage is somehow centred > 
on Britain and the U.S. Despite 
the fact fhat these two countries 
play a key role in the Mideast, t 
would not mind reading more 
about the European. African 
and Latin American dev- 
elopments. 

One of the columns I enjoy 
reading is that by Randa Habib, 
and I hope that a daily comer 
could possibly become one of 
page five's characteristics. 
Column eight is also one of my 
favourite comers in the new- 
spaper. I hope that more ent- 
husiastic writers like Marwan 
Muasher could be encouraged 
to contribute more to your daily. 

An improvement to your home 
news page could be the add- 
ition of more local, specialised 
articles that carry some basic 
solutions to a lot of our eve- ? 
ryday problems. 

Mrs. Rasha Tajje, a housewife- 
The Jordan Times could be bet- 
ter. There is very little coverage 
of local news. 

Mrs. Mary Shaer, a housewife: 1 
think the Jordan Times is an 
excellent daily newspaper. It is 
informative and gives practical 
daily information. 

Miss Karam Fa rah Abu Jaber, 
a U.S. graduate: I think fhat the 
Jordan Times is not thorough in 
its coverage of news. For exa- 
mple there is not a women's 
comer which tackles women's 
problems and issues. Mor- 
eover. I always find linguistic > 
mistakes including spelling r 
mistakes and wrong usage of 
expressions. 

Mrs. Sonia Hagopian, a hou- 
sewife: I like the Jordan Times 
and enjoy the news sections. 
However, sometimes I find the 
articles on page four to be of 
not much Interest, almost as if 
they were added to fill up space. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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History of English-language newspapers in Jordan, Palestine 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

THE. HISTORY of the English- 
language press .In Jordan Is 
inextricably linked with and in 
fact constitutes an extension of 
the English-language press in 
Palestine. The deep historical 
bonds between the .Jordanian 
and Palestinian peoples and the 
strong impact the Palestinian 
problem has left on the political 
and social outlooks of both 
peoples have been important 
factors that shaped the identity 
and the objectives of English 
language newspapers in Jor- 
dan and Palestine. 

.‘ Since the very beginning, the 
Palestinian question and the 
Zionist claim to a’ 'Jewish hom- 
eland’*' In Palestine were the 
main concerns of the English- 
language newspapers. And fol- 
lowing the establishment of the 
state of Israel in Palestine in 
1946, both the Palestinians and 
Jordanians cooperated tog- 
ether to - produce English- 
language newspapers which 
could convey the Arab point of 
view to the world. 

Allhough It is difficult to trace 
the history of the first English- 
speaking newspaper in Pal- 
estine, Falastin", established 
in 1929 by the late Issa Elissa in 
Jaffa, is believed to be the first 
“sizeable English-speaking 
paper” published in the country 
under the British mandate. Mr. 
Raja Elissa, a co-owner of the 
Jordan Times and Al Ra’i dailies 
and Director General of the 
Jordan Distribution Agency, 
was still a young boy when his 
father decided to publish “Fal- 
astin" as an offshoot of an Ara- 
b ic daily which carried the same 
name. 

- “There were of course other 
English-speaking newspapers, 
but ‘Falastin’ was the first siz- 
eable newspaper,” Mr. Elissa 
told the Jordan Times in a rec- 
ent interview. 

• The largest newspaper dur- 
ing that period had six pages, 
but as Mr. Elissa explained, 
“other newspapers that existed 
then were more like pamphlets 
the newspapers." 

The first editor of "Falastin" 
was an Indian scholar, A.R. Akh- 
tar, and at a later stage, a Pal- 
estinian, Mr. Azmi Al Nas- 
hashibi, became the editor of 
that- newspaper. 

• “Falastin" was established 
against a backdrop of inc- 
reasing tension between the 
Palestinian Arabs and the Zio- 
nist Jews who immigrated to 
Palestine in waves from dif- 



Rqja Elissa 
tenant parts of the world with 
the aim of establishing a Jewish 
"homeland" in the country. 

“Consequently ‘Falastin’ 
then mainly covered the que- 
stion of Palestine,” Mr. 0issa 
said. “It was a propaganda 
organ for the Palestinian cause 
yis-a-vis the Zionist allegations 
and schemes.” 

"Falastin," however, could 
not continue, for long and by 
1931 its owner was forced to 
close it down. “It died under 
heavy losses,” Mr. Elissa rec- 
alled. 

Other English-language 
newspapers were publ ished fol- 
lowing the closu re of 1 1 Fafastin” 
but unfortunately not enough 
details are available on their 
nature or on the reasons that 
compelled their closure. 

According to a book entitled 
"the History of the Arab Press in 
Palestine between 1876 — 
1948," at least four English- 
speaking Palestinian new-, 
spapers appeared prior to the 
establishment of the state of 
Israel in 1948. 

The book provides a chr- 
onological breakdown of the 
English-speaking newspapers 
in Palestine: 

— “Time -of .Palestine/’ 
owned by Mr. Munir Ibrahim 
Haddad: a political daily pub- 
lished in Haifa in 1933. 

— “The Palestine £)a fly Mail" 
(1934-1943), also owned by Mr. 
Haddad (Editor-in-chief: Labib 
Butros Jreidini): It focused on 
politics, trade and social affairs, 
appearing six days a week, in 
Haifa. 

—"The Palestine Youth" (no 
dates available). Publisher 
Livon Kasha bash ian, Editor- in 
Chief Shafiq Mansoun a literal 
quarterly published in Jer- 
usalem. 

The. establishment .of the 
state of Israel in. 1946 arid, the 
diaspora of the Palestinian 
people that followed almost 


paralysed the progress of the 
Palestinian press in general and 
the English-speaking new- 
spapers in particular. 

Palestinians who were able or 
allowed to stay in the territories 
on which Israel was est- 
ablished, struggled to establish 
an Arabic press which reflected 
their aspirations and interests 
and which aimed at preserving 
the Palestinian identity. 

It also took the Palestinians, 
who found themselves refugees 
in the West Bank, Gaza Strip or 
scattered around the Arab 
World, a while to recover from 
the shock of becoming hom- 
eless and to resume the dev- 
elopment of the Palestinian 
press. 

The priority was naturally 
given to the Arabic-speaking 
press, but by 1963, 13 years 
after toe unification of East and 
West Banks, the owners of the 
Jerusalem-based "Al Jihad" 
Arabic daily decided that the 
time was ripe for publishing an 
English-speaking newspaper. 

According to Mr. Elissa, toe 
. “Jerusalem Times" was an 
eight-page political daily pri- 
nts in tabloid size. “It also inc- 
luded columns and articles, but 
it mainly depended on the tra- 
nslation of political news from 
'Al Jihad.’ " 

The editor of toe “Jerusalem 
Times” was Aram Balian, who is 
currently toe editor of the Ara- 
bic news broadcast on Israeli 
television. 

The “Jerusalem Times" con- 
tinued until 1967, when Israel 
occupied toe West Bank. 

In 1966, Mr. Elissa and Mr. 
Mahmoud Al Sharif, who owned 
toe “Al-Manar" Arabic daily 
then, jointly published toe 
"Jerusalem Star" which lasted 
for one year only. Mr. Sharif, 
who is currently toe editor- 
in-chief of "Al Dustour,” was 
the general director of toe for- 
mer "Jerusalem Star," Mr. Eli- 
ssa was its editor and toe now- 
famous American TV cor- 
respondent Suleiman Abdullah 
Shriefer its managing editor. 

Mr. Shriefer, who wrote the 
book "the war of Jerusalem," is 
now the Cairo-based U.S. Nat- 
ional Broadcasting Company 
Corporation (NBC) television 
network correspondent and 
teaches mass communications 
at the American University In 
Beirut (AUB). 

Mr. Sharif now takes pride in 
being the one who discovered 
Mr. Shriefer. 

The Jerusalem-based “Jer- 



Maiunood Al Sharif 


usalem Star” had a number of 
freelance reporters, who cov-. 
ered local news and were mos- 
tly foreigners who resided in 
Jerusalem, except for Ms. Lina 
Grass who worked as a pro- 
ofreader and later a reporter 
before joining the AUB to pur- 
sue her postgraduate studies. 
Ms. Gress is now toe director of 
international relations at, Jor- 
dan Television. 

The "Jerusalem Star” heavily 
depended on translated mat- 
erial since international news 
agencies at the time rarely cov- 
ered the Arab World in their 
English service. "We depended 
on Reuters for international 
news and on its Arab affiliate, 
the Arab News Agency, for the 
news of toe Arab World and the 
Middle East," Mr. Sharif said. 

“Unlike nowadays toe main 
problem we faced was the sca- 
rcity of news," Mr. Sharif noted. 
‘Today the problem that faces 
toe editors is how to select 
news from the avalanche of 
reports supplied by the Arabic 
and international news age- 
ncies." Most commentaries, 
editorials and columns, which 
appeared in the former "Jer- 
usalem Star” were political and 
attempted to refute Israeli and 
Zionist policies, according to 
Mr. Elissa. That reflected the 
feelings of Palestinians and 
Arabs towards the est- 
ablishment of Israel at the exp- 
ense of the Palestinian people, 
he said. But following the Chr- 
istmas issue of 1966, the own- 
ers of toe "Jerusalem Star" 
found themselves compelled to 
close it. 

“We had to fold it down for 
economic reasons, "Mr. Sharif 
explained. ‘There was not eno- 
ugh advertising." 

Ano toe r problem, as both Mr. 
Elissa and Mr. Sharif agreed, 
was the ' limited circulation 
of all newspapers. " Most of our 
readers were in Jerusalem but 


tens of copies were also sold in 
Amman and in the East Bank," 
Mr. Elissa said. 

Mr. Sharif recalled that the 
circulation was so limited com- 
pared to the present time, to the 
extent that an Arabic daily 
which sold 4,000-5,000 copies a 
day was considered a big suc- 
cess. 

Three months following the 
closure of the "Jerusalem 
Star,” the Jordanian gov- 
ernment still thought that there 
was need for an English- 
language daily and con- 
sequently entered into a par- 
tnership with Mr. Elissa who 
agreed to edit a new- English 
publication. This was to be the 
“Palestine News”. 

“The 'Palestine News' was 
toe most up-to-date English- 
language daily in the sense that 
it had a full complement of staff 
compared with toe previous 
English-language new- 
spapers," Mr. Elissa pointed 
out. “A full complement of staff 
in the standards of those days 
meant that for the first time an 
English daily had 12 people 
working for it." he explained. 

While Mr. Elissa was the edi- 
tor of “Palestine News," Mr. 
Nabil Elissa was its managing 
editor. “The newspaper dep- 
ended mainly on freelance rep- 
orters who wrote features," Mr. 
Elissa said. 

The Israeli occupation of the 
West Bank and toe Gaza Strip in 
June 1967 marked the end of 
the “Palestine News" short life, 
however, and it was not until 
October, 1975 that another 
English-language daily was to 
be appeared. This is the Jordan 
Times,whose story is being told 
today. 

In 1983 the owners of Al Dus- 
tour, among them Mr. Sharif, 
decided to start another Eng- 
lish newspaper in Jordan and 
applied for the right to name it 
the "Jerusalem Star." 

"We felt that we had a moral 
right to reclaim that name, “Mr. 
Sharif said. "Our application for 
the same name also reflected 
nostalgia to those years and to 
the first ‘Jerusalem Star." 

According to Mr. Sharif, one 
English daily (the Jordan 
Times) was enough for Jordan 
and Al Dustour therefore dec- 
ided that the new "Jerusalem 
Star" be a weekly with focus on 
in-depth features and news ana- 
lysis. 

Jordan's two English- 
language newspapers are coe- 
xisting In peace and harmony 
today. Who knows what toe fut- 
ure holds for them? 


What former staff think of J.T., 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

FORMER STAFF MEMBERS of 
• the Jordan Times agree that the 
newspaper is continuing to 
grow and has been able to make 
much capital out of its exp- 
erience in toe 10 years since its' 
inception, and toe emerging 
consensus is that it could do a 
lot more to justify its image as 
one of the best pan-Arab 
English-language publications 
in the Arab World. 

"It is one of toe best sources 
of information on Arab affairs 
with special focus on toe Mid- 
dle East conflict,” says Dr. 
Majdi Sabri, who edited the 
economy page for one year — 
July 1981 to August 1982. 

“It also provides better cov- 
erage of local events than it 
used to during toe period I wor- 
ked for the newspaper.” 

Dr. Sabri, however, feels that 
more attention should be given 
to various aspects of toe Jor- 
dan ten economy and that toe 
newspaper should strive to 
come out with investigative and 
informative articles on dev- 
elopments in toe Kingdom's 
economic sector. 

Dr. Sabri, who is now director 
of economic planning for Alia, 
the Royal Jordanian Airline, 
says "regular features of Arab 
and international economy 
should help set up a base for 
regular coverage of day-to-day 
developments m toe field." 

Miss Samira Kawar, who 
worked as a staff reporter for 
the newspaper for about 18 
months between August 1981 
and January 1983, says she 
finds "restrictions on news 
coverage as far as political dev- 
elopments are concerned." 

"J feel that when I used to 
work for the Jordan Times and 
cover political developments 
there was more freedom over 
whatto report and what notto," 
says Miss Kawar, who joined 
toe international news agency. 
United Press International, in 
January 1983. "The Jordan 
Times is a major source of inf- 
ormation for the Western 
media, and toe newspaper has 
to justify this expectation in 
terms of more liberal coverage 
of political events." 

Miss Kawar, who now is a 
researcher for toe NBC and cor- 
responds for BBC Radio and 
writes for the Washington Post 
after leaving UP! earlier this 
year, says "I hope the res- 
ponsible authorities would take 
note of this aspect and take toe 
necessary action." 

Ali Kassay, who was editor of 
toe opinion page for 11 months 


between November 1981 and 
August 1982, says he "would 
not look at the Jordan Times as 
the only source,” of inf-' 
ormation. "I do agree that the 
newspaper has grown con- 
siderably since the time i wor- 
ked for it, but it is still a long 
shot away from being com- 
prehensive/' 

Mr. Kassay, who left toe new- 
spaper to work as assistant dir- 
ector of Her Majesty Queen 
ffooris office, agrees that "cov- 
erage Of local events has grown 
considerably and there still is a 
large scope for increased cov- 
erage in this aspect” 

“On toe whole, it remains the 
best newspaper in Jordan, in 
terms of news presentation and 
compilation," says Mr. Kassay. 

Miss Josephine Mushahwer, 
who edited the features page 
and reported for the paper for 
nine months, says: “I find a lot 
of constructive changes in toe 
newspaper after i left In mid- 
1982." 

‘The sources for news and 
features cover a much broader 
spectrum and the coverage of 
local events has grown con- 
siderably," says Miss Mus- 
hahwer, who now works at the 
Queen's office. “For me, toe 
Jordan Times Is a major source 
of information and 1 think the 
newspaper is doing a very good 
job, considering the limitations 
imposed on it.” 

“to essence, I find few cha- 
nges in the newspaper after i 
quit" says Zeinab Faroukhi, 
who worked for toe Jordan 
Times for six months as fea- 
tures editor. 

“Reuters and toe Associated 
Press remain to be toe major 
sources for stories. But recently 
I have noticed that there have 
been some major shifts," adds 
Mrs. Faroukhi, who now works 
for an- - advertising agency. 
“However, i look forward to 
reading the Jordan Times every 
morning and I notice that local 
events are covered much more 
extensively than before." 

Mr. Farid Shukyr, a former 
translator, says he does not 
read toe Jordan Times as fre- 
quently as he did when he wor- 
ked for it for three years in the 
late 1970s and in 1980. 

"But whenever I read the Jor- 
dan Times I am impressed by 
toe changes that nave been 
incorporated since the time I 
left” he says. 

"I guess toe dramatic change 
in news presentation and the 
liberal line that the Jordan 
Times follows are the best ass- 
ets, of toe newspaper," says 
George Musleh, who -worked 
for the Jordan Times as a tra- 


nslator for four years, between- 
1980 and 1984. 

"if someone is looking for 
accurate information and int- 
erpretation of the news, he 
could count on toe Jordan 
Times. The reader could also 
get a better and clearer picture 
of what is happening around 
him than those presented by toe 
local Arabic dailies," he says. 
Maaz Shukayr, the man who set 
the Jordan Times in motion in 
1975, says the newspaper "has 
grown to be probably the best 
newspaper in Jordan." 

Mr. Shukayr, who, through 
the newspaper, groomed quite 
a good number of Jordanian as 
well as foreign journalists, says, 
"I have been following the Jor- 
dan Times' growth over the 
years, and I could say now it 
carries some of the best edited 
news items one can come acr- 
oss." 

"Of course, there is a lot of 
room for Improvement." says 
Mr. Shukayr, who now runs a 
printing and publishing house. 
“In my opinion, the paper could 
do with some dramatic changes 
in toe inside pages, especially 
the opinion and feature pages." 
Philip Robbins, a Briton who 
served the newspaper as editor 
of home news for one year, In 
1983 and 1984, says “it is really 
amazing how the newspaper 
has grown In one year." But, Mr. 
Robbins says, "it is reg ra table 
that it could not expand any- 
more, although this might be 
understandable considering 
toe limitations imposed on it by 
meagre resources." 

Ulrika Mossberg, a former 
Swedish diplomat who edited 
the editorial page in 1983 and 
1984, says she really "misses" 
the Jordan Times. "I stayed in 
Jordan for- three years and the 
best of the three was the last — 
when I worked for toe Jordan 
Times." 

"As a former member of the 
diplomatic community who has 
lived in a number of countries, I 
could very well say the Jordan 
Times is probably the best 
English-language newspaper I 
have seen in a non-English spe- 
aking country," says Mrs. Mos- 
sberg. 

"Reading the newspaper 
now, 16 months after I rel- 
uctantly let go of page 4, 1 am 
also surprised at toe creative 
changes in style, editing and 
lay-out etc. etc.” she says. “One 
point I would like to mention 
here is that the newspaper sho- 
uld give more coverage for the 
local scene... here again, I am 
aware of the limitations Imp- 
osed on toe Jordan Times." 
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A decade of experience should shape future trends in Jordanian economy 


By Rami G. Khouri 


In the past ten years, the brisk 
growth of the Jordanian eco- 
nomy, coupled with expanded 
social services in such fields as 
education, health and voc- 
ational training, has perceptibly 
increased the standard of living 
and quality of life of most Jor- 
danians. 

But a closer analysis of und- 
erlying macro-economic trends 
suggests that the absolute 
growth of the economy in the 
decade since 1975 and the rise 
in the standard of living of most 
Jordanians has come at the 
cost of a more del icate situation 
in public finance. The country is 
at an important historical jun- 
cture, where private wealth and 
the individual's access to ser- 
vices have to be assessed aga- 
inst the background of the cou- 
ntry's ability to maintain its 
economic growth in the face of 
a' tightening financial picture 
and increased government ind- 
ebtedness . 

In the ten years between 1 975 
and 1965, Jordan's gross dom- 
estic product grew from JD 
247.3 million to JD 1,523 mil- 
lion, while gross national pro- 
duct, which includes workers' 
remittances from abroad, inc- 
reased from JD 2793 million to 
JD 1385 million — an imp- 
ressive performance by any 
standard, but particularly in 
light of Jordan's status as a 
country of limited material and 


financial resources in the cen- 
tre of a politically and militarily 
turbulent region. 

Jordan's economic growth 
has relied heavily on sustained 
flows of money from outside the 
country, in the form of private 
remittances, official aid from 
Arab states, other countries and 
international lending org- 
anisations, private investments 
from abroad, exports, and tou- 
rism receipts. 

During the same period, Jor- 
dan's budget has consistently 
relied on foreign aid for bet- 
ween 40-55 per cent of total 
expenditures, and even more if 
total security-related exp- 
enditures are calculated into 
the equation, though the trend 
has been encouragingly tow- 
ards greater relative reliance on 
domestic resources. 

In 1974, domestic revenues, 
at JD 65.7 million, accounted 
for 47 per cent of total budget 
expenditures, in 1984, domestic 
revenues (JD 438 million) acc- 
ounted for 58.6 per cent of gov- 
ernment expenditures. 

A breakdown of gross dom- 
estic product — the total value 
of goods and services gen- 
e rated within the country — ind- 
icates that productive sectors 
have only increased their con- 
tribution to GDP by a slight 
amount In 1974, the sectors of 
agriculture, forestry, fishing, 
mining, quarrying, man- 


ufacturing, electricity, water 
supply and construction con- 
tributed JD 90.6 million of the 
country's GDP at factor cost of 
JD 242.4 million, or 373 per 
cent. In 1984, the cor- 
responding figure was 38.4 per 
cent of GDP at factor cost sug- 
gesting that Jordan's hopes of 
transforming its services dom- 
inated economy into a 
production-dominated one is 
moving ahead extremely slowly 
— if at all. 

indeed, if one assesses the 
contribution to GDP of only the 
agriculture, mining and man- 
ufacturing sectors, the trend is 
reversed. These three sectors 
accounted for 29 per cent of 
GDP in 1974, but oniy 263 per 
cent in 1984. 

On the positive side, though, 
has been the clear pattern of 
heavy capital expenditures dur- 
ing the past decade. As much of 
this investment by the public 
and private sectors has been in 
infrastructural projects, ind- 
ustry, agriculture, housing, tra- 
nsport and human services, the 
Jordanian economy would 
seem well placed to continue 
growing in the near future. 

In 1974-5-6, the country inv- 
ested the equivalent of an ave- 
rage of 28 per cent of its gross 
domestic product in gross fixed 
capital formation. In the past 
five years, this has risen to an 
average of 40 percent, and rea- 
ched a high of 48.4 per cent in 
1981. 

This indicates that even tho- 
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ugh the economy still relies 
heavily for sources of finance 
originated abroad, a substantial 
part of incoming capital is inv- 
ested in projects and facilities 
that will generate new income 
and provide a base forbalanced 
expansion in the future. 

One of the worrying trends of 
the past decade has been the 
increased level of government 
debt In 1974, the government’s 
total foreign debt and 
government-guaranteed loans 
was JD 79.8 million, or 32 per 
cent of GDP. In 1984, the cor- 
responding figure was JD 953 
million,or623percentofGDP. 

As a percentage of GNP, ext- 


ernal public debt and 

government-guaranteed debt 
has increased in the same per- 
iod from 283 per cent to 503 
per cent. 

While the government's for- 
eign and domestic ind- 
ebtedness have been rising 
fast, its gold and foreign exc- 
hange reserves have not kept 
pace. The government’s gold 
and foreign exchange reserves 
of JD 110 million in 1974 inc- 
reased to JD 387 million at the 
end of 1984. Measured in ratios, 
in 1974 government reserves 
equalled 137 per cent of ext- 
ernal debt, while at the end of 
1984 government reserves were 


worth only 403 per cent of total 
foreign debt. 

The overall economic picture 
remains relatively healthy, with 
inflation under control, exports 
rising, imports holding level or 
even dropping slightly, and inf- 
lows of foreign aid and rem- 
ittances continuing to bear the 
burden of financing an eco- 
nomy that is still growing in real 
terms at a rate of two or three 
per cent a year. 

Recent measures taken by 
the government may help red- 
uce the country's expenditures 
on imported goods, thereby 
keeping foreign exchange res- 
erves at reasonable levels. But it 
remains to be seen if banning 
some consumer imports win 
make for a monopoly situation 
.for domestic producers, who 
might exploit this by raising pri- 
ces without a parallel rise in 
quality. 

The government’s urgent 
priority now is to curtail exp- 
enditure, increase domestic 
revenues and generally reduce 
the economy's traditionally 
heavy reliance on foreign sou- 
rces of financing. 

In the coming years, the cou- 
ntry should start to benefit from 
the huge investments made in 
export-oriented industries dur- 
ing the past decade, notably 
potash, phosphate, chemical 
fertiliser and cement. When 
these industries reach their full 
capacity, and international 
commodity prices pull out of 
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their present low cycle, Jordan 
may earn up to several hundred 
million dinars more in export 


million dinars more in export 
revenues. 

Jordan’s investments in 
heavy industries have taken 
longer than expected to gen- 
erate significant net profits. 


however, which suggests that 
for much of the next decade the 
country wilt still have to rely on 
major financing from abroad, in 
the form of Arab budget sup- 
port grants, commercial loans, 
and developmental aid at con- 
cessionary rates. 


Readers see ‘excellent insight,’ ‘outstanding merits’ in J.T. 


(Continued from page 12) 


Mrs. Ginny Hazou, a school 
teacher: I use the Jordan Times 
for quick current discussions 
with my three sons. I buy it on 
the way to school and whoever 
sits in the front seat reads out 
the headlines and we talk about 
them. The crossword keeps me 
occupied while f wait for the 
flower on JTV to turn into a 
comedy. 


Mrs. Kathleen Bozwell, a for- 
mer American broadcaster: The 
Jordan Times is Jordan's ear to 
the Middle East and the world. 
Whatever is happening in Jor- 
dan you read it first in the Jor- 
dan Times. I particularly like the 
political reporting. What I do 
not like, however, is that som- 
etimes political reports seems 
to be incomplete or probably 
cut off. 


Dr. Hanna Halabi, General Pra- 
ctitioner: I read the Jordan 
Times on a daily basis and the 
articles which please me a lot 
are the archaeology features 
written by Rami Khouri. I think 
he has provided readers with 
comprehensive, analytical and 
intelligent information and 
news. Since politics are of no 
interest to me, I have to start my 


Dr. Kamel Assali, researcher 
on the htstory and archaeology 
of Jerusalem: I am not a regular 
reader of the Jordan Times but I 
do read it sometimes. I think it is 
quite a good newspaper and it 
covers more news than the 
other Arabic dailies in Jordan. 


Mre. Silvia Ayoubi, a Swiss 
housewife: From a European's 
point of view the Jordan Times 
Is a small newspaper as far as its 
size is concerned. But it man- 
ages to give a very good picture 
of current national and int- 
ernational events in a good 
summary which is something I 
really appreciate. 


day by reading my star sign in 
the newspaper's astrology col- 
umn and I always pray that wha- 
tever is written under Virgo will 
happen on that day. especially 
when the forecast is positive. 
Another daily English language 
exercise for me is provided by 
the word jumble comer. I bel- 
ieve that your sports page is 
good 


Mrs. Peggie Abu Jaber, hou- 
sewife: I read the Jordan Times 
every day and I think it is a good 
newspaper. I particularly enjoy 
articles on archaeology and 
news features. But I think that 
once in a while the main edi- 
torial of the newspaper should 
tackle important international 
issues, other than the Middle 
East crisis, such as apartheid in 
South Africa and other con- 
troversial international pro- 
blems. 


Mr. Zuhalr Nasser, medical 
engineer: I have nothing aga- 
inst the Jordan Times. The 
paper is a very informative sou- 
rce of hews but would be better 
if more scientific news was car- 
ried. 


FU'ad Mimfc, an artist, designer 
and television director: We in 
Jordan are very proud of the 
Jordan Times and naturally we 
are delighted at its 10th ann- 
iversary. Since the Jordan 
Times first appeared rt has been 
a blessing for the readers of 
local, regional and int- 
ernational news and dev- 
elopments. The staff and ail 
workers with the Jordan Times 
have no doubt been exerting 
strenuous efforts allthese years 
and have been providinq us 
with worth-while material. 


Mari Nashashibi, an employee 
at the Greek Embassy: I app- 
reciate Randa Habib's comer 
and analytical articles written 
by Rami Khori, but the new- 
spaper has to be more objective 
in carrying news. I recommend 
that local sport events such as 
the Amman Little League and 
soccer matches should be 
given more coverage. Also, I 
would suggest more editorials 
to tackle local issues. 


Mr. Ra]a Kawar, a landscape 
designer and contractor: As a 
bHingual reader, I believe that 
the newspaper has outstanding 
merits in comparison with the 
other dailies. I enjoy reading the 
local articles a lot since I find so 
much about architecture, art 
socio-economic issues and art- 
icles of public interest 1 eagerly 
wait for the appearance of. col- 
umns which are written by int- 
ellectual columnists 


Abdullah Ahmad Khalil, alawyer 
The Jordan Times contains very 
informative articles, but I would 
like more attention to be given 
to local sports events on page 
six. 


Li. Emad Ma’alouf, bio-medical 
engineer: The Jordan Times is 
generally very good, but som- 
etimes it is boring regarding the 
kind of rrews-it -carries. 4 would 
suggest that more photos are 
used on all the pages. 


Miss LaBa Haddad, an artist: 
Catering for the foreign com- 
munity, the Jordan Times has 
good coverage of current iss- 
ues on the local, regionaJ_and 
international levels. The Jordan 
Times lacks coverage on art 
and culture. 


Mr. V token Dakesslan, a che- 
mical engineer: I am a-regufcar 
reader of the Jordan Times and 
would like to see more sports, 
column eight • and socio- 
economic columns. I und- 
erstand the importance of run- 
ning advertisements in the 
newspaper, but I believe that H 
you provided an extra adv- 
ertising page it would be a wise 
and fair initiative for both the 
newspaper and its readers. The 
Jordan Times gives the int- 
erested reader an excellent ins- 
ight into ideal political dev- 
elopments which are usually 
not mentioned in the other dai- 
lies which is something you 
should be proud of. 1 Would, 
enjoy reading more letters to 
the editor, but unfortunately 
our society is very passive. , - 
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The government and Journalists: A tug-of-war 


Continue d from page 9 

Others, such as Mr. Ahmad 
Shaker, senior editor and rep- 
orter at the Arabic dafy AI Dus- 
tour, point out ftat government 
control over the media In gen- 
eral md ttre censorship of news 
si particular is very limited in 
comparison with the late 1960s 
and early 1970s. "I believe that 
the censorship practised by 
newspaper owners ter exceeds 
that of the official censorship,” 
Mr. Shaker says. 

Miss Andoni, who also cor- 
responds to the New York 
Times, says that local reporters 
do not have the smallest due on 
where self-censorship starts 
and where government cen- 
sorship ends. “Sometimes we 
are afraid to publish stories 
using self-censorship, but later 
we realise that we could have 
published them and vice 
versa,” Miss Andoni states. 

She suggest that the con- 
cerned public officials should 
hold regular briefing sessions 
for all those who work in the 
media stoce she believes in the 
free flow of information. Mr. 
Kayed agrees with her and says: 
“Government- briefings would 
also help us tackle the issues 
from different angles and would 
help us reflect a clearer and 
more positive new pieces.” 

in a recent lecture on the cul- 
tural movement in Jordan, Min- 
ister of Informat i on Mohammad 
A! Khatfo challenged the media 
to say that he has ever ordered 
them to censor any news during 
his term in office. 

Mr. Khatib, who took office as 
ministerof information, culture, 
tourism and antiquities last 
April, emphasised that news 
censorship is practised by the 
“newspaper owners the- 
mselves and not by the gov- 
ernment” Hie minister, who 
was speaking to an audience of 
mainly journalists and writers, 
also described the 1973 Press 
and Publications Law as “len- 
ient and understanding.” 

Maty politicians, journalists 
and people from all walks of life 
feel that local newspapers lack 
Investigative and well- 
researched reports. “Our new- 
spapers in general contain 
junk, public relations, social 
news about meaningless eve- 
nts, surroiroded by hundreds of 
ads,” says a frustrated and dis- 
appointed Jordanian reader 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

This negative reaction is exp- 
ressed by 75 per cent of ind- 
ividuals asked to evaluate the. 
local dailies, says Jordan Times 
Staff reporter Sa’ad Hattar. 

Local reporters feel helpless 
to change the public's attitude 
about local journalism because 
they say that there Is a large 
‘information gap’ between gov- 
ernment sources and reporters. 

Mr. Shaker says one obstacle 
is that government officials try 
to avoid talking to journalists 
because they either believe that 
foe inform a tion they have is 
their "private property” or bec- 
ause they claim “ft win end- 
anger the country and public's 


general interest” Mr. Abssi bel- 
ieves that gathering inf- 
ormation depends a lot on an 
official's mood on a particular 
day. 

Sacred cows 

Mr. Uttoum and Miss Fang} 
say that local reporters are all- 
owed to see and smell news but 
are prohibited from touching 
them. Mr. Uttoum laughs and 
descrtoes the relation between 
news sources and local rep- 
orters as similar to the Hindus 
and “their sacred, untouchable 
cows.” 

Mr. Uttoum and Miss Andoni 
are also upset that on occ- 
asions local reporters are ban- 
ned from accompanying off- 
icials or talking to them after an 
important -'meeting. Instead, 
reporters have to wait for news 
dispatches which are tra- 
nsmitted by Petra, the Ass- 
ociated Press, AP, Reuters or 
other news agencies, says Mr. 
Uttoum. 

Miss Andoni explains: 1 "When 
reporters seek any Jordanian 
reaction, they have to question 
foe other party members who 
were present at the meeting alt- 
. hough, knowing reactions from 
the Jordanian side would help 
us much more in assessing the 
general situation of any inc- 
ident and development” 
Information Mnistry Under 
Secretary Michael Hamameh 
denies that officials in Jordan 
decline to comment on the 
basis of the reasons given by 
the reporters. Instead, Mr. 
Hamameh says that either rep- 
orters themselves do not know 
how to phrase their questions 
or some of the officials are not 
very well-informed about the 
developments raised in the 
question. “We. Antes usually 
hate to say we do not know,” he 
says. 

In most countries, often the 
most important or sensitive 
news becomes published thr- 
ough leaks but in Jordan “lea- 
ked information** usually can 
not be published and local rep- 
orters have to wait until the for- 
eign news agencies carry the 
reports. 

Miss Andoni comments that 
the most frustrating experience 
in her profession is gathering 
news and not befog able to pub- 
lish it has driven journalists to a 
state off “apathy.” “A lot of jou- 
rnalists are not willing to fight 
for their news any more bec- 
ause they know that what they 
obtain will only, be, stored in 
‘their brains,'' she contends. 

Despite foe lamentations of 
local journalists on the freedom 
of the press, Mr. Hamameh 
appears to be sure thatthe gov- 
ernment will not give the local 
press more of a free hand imta it 
proves itself capable of coping 
with this freedom. 

Local vs. foreign journalists. 

Mr. Shaker has learnt that 
getting information about local 
socioeconomic and political 
developments can be done by 
“beatirr" “round the bush.” He 
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explains that all a local jou- 
rnalists needs to find about 
important facts and dev- 
elopments could be found in 
the foreign newspapers, mag- 
azines and news agencies 
which are received in Jordan. 
He comments: “Probably off- 
icials welcome the idea of spe- 
aking to foreign cor- 
respondents more than to local 
ones because the foreign media 
has a wider circulation or aud- 
ience.” 

Reporters seem to agree that 
the obvious discrimination 
between the local and foreign 
correspondents has to a great 
extent affected local jou- 
rnalism. Mr. Hamameh believes 
that foreign correspondents 
read much more than they write 
and that they are more spe- 
cialised than the local rep- 
orters. He explains that a for- 
eign correspondents usually 
comes to his interview well- 
prepared and informed and 
their questions are well- 
phrased compared to a lot of 
local reporters who arrive at 
their interview and say “what 
news do you have for today.” 
Mr. Hamameh suggests that if a 
question is well phrased and 
organised, the more impressive 
the journalist appears and the 
more information he will get He 
also says that female Jordanian 
reporters have proved in many 
.cases that they are more sen- 
stele than men reporters. 

Proving their credibility 

Mr. Hamameh says that a 
reporter should fight for his 
career and most important of all 
he should prove tru- 
stworthiness, ref iabf tty and 
credibility, especially in "off the 
record matters.” Yet Mr. Ham- 
ameh stresses that all reporters 
in Jordan are not the same. 

Many local reporters say that 
they are specialised, well- 
informed and that they are the 
closest people to local events. It 
is only Mr. Shaker who believes 
that foe majority of local rep- 
orters are not specialised and 
he suggests that each new- 
spaper should recruit a reporter 
to cover a certain issue. “I bel- 
ieve that Jack of all trades 
means master of none,” Mr. 
Shaker says. 

Miss Andoni notes that a lot 
of Amman-based foreign cor- 
respondents keep in direct con- 
tact with local journalists in* 
order to exchange views and 
gather information. She says 
this indicates that local rep- 
orters in general ' are well- 
informed and are a major sou- 
rce for the foreign media. 

“Expanding foe role of jou- 
rnalism through providing 
more work incentives and app- 
reciation needs a lot of financial 


support, which the newspapers 
alone cannot support," Mr. 
Kayed says. 

"Jordan bn journal ists 
do not have an international 
identification card, which they 
can use in other countries if 
they happen to go to abroad in 
order to follow-up on any dev- 
elopments,” she says. Local 
reporters are not supported and 
backed by the JPA law. Miss 
Andoni contends. 

Mr. Uttoum adds that even 
local journalists who are JPA 
members have no insurance 
coverage and therefore are dis-- 
couraged from covering “dan- 
gerous events.” 

Mr. Kayed says that the ass- 
ociation's 1983 law has an art- 
icle which calls for providing all 
possible support for any mem- 
ber in case he or she is in tro- 
uble. “I can say that we support 
foe reporters as much as we 
can. But in cases where he or 
she harms the country’s nat- 
ional security, the protection 
falls beyond our limits,” Mr. 
Kayed comments. JPA mem- 
bers and their families are cov- 
ered by a medical insurance 
plan but there is no occ- 
upational injury insurance, he 
says. 

Another major and recent 
development which, many bel- 
ieve, hindered foe Jordanian 
journalists professional dev- 
elopment, was the cabinet's 
recent circular prohibiting gov- 
ernment employees from wri- 
ting in the media or from cor- 
responding to foreign pub- 
lications. Mr. Uttoum, who has 
been writting for the Paris- 
based A1 Wattan A1 Arabi mag- 
azine and foe Kuwaiti based 
newspaper AJ Qabbas, had to 
stop his foreign cor- 
respondence since he works for 
Petra. Mr. Uttoum’s case is one 
example of many Jordanian 
correspondents who were for- 
ced to stop writing for int- 
ernational magazines. 

“Now that the private and 
foreign correspondents are the 
only privileged ones allowed to 
write about Jordan, this has 
harmed us as well as our cou- 
ntry since I assume that a pat- 
riotic reporter will only try to do 
his hest in reflecting a positive 
and well-rounded picture about 
his country's developments,” 
Mr. Uttoum says. But the major 
question of when will the local 
media be given more freedom, 
more respect and more att- 
ention still remains una- 
nswered. 

Mr. Hamameh has made it 
dear that foe local press has. to 
fight harderto gain its freedom, 
respect and reputation. “Fre- 
edom will never come on a sil- 
ver platter ” he says. "It is only 
afterthe press proves itself, that 
foe government will reward it 
and give it more freedom." 


Bloomers, bloopers and good faith 


By John Bolder 

with other members of the staff 

ONE of the main reasons that 
people read the Jordan Times is 
that it has a refreshing app- 
roach to news stories. 

Indeed, many a time it “sco- 
ops” the rest of foe world press 
with stories of international 
significance. On March 13 of 
this year. It was the only paper 
that Informed its readers that 
doctors had found "a benign 
policy" in President Reagan's 
colon. Subsequent events have 
proved this to be unfounded 
(some have claimed that the 
object in question was in fact a 
polyp), but Jordan Times rep- 
orters and editors are never dis- 
suaded by mere facts. 

The wo rid -renowned English 
magazine, Private Eye, kept 
faith with our original coverage 
of this story, and they were also 
glad to reprint another story of 
ours that Pope John Paul II had 
“beautified” a South American 
nun. 

Detractors say that his action 
was one of "beatification” '* but 
‘then even we have ourenemies. 

in another instance, dogged 
Investigative work produced 
foe startling and disturbing 
fact, printed on Jan. 8 of this 
year, that France was exp- 
eriencing its worst snowfall 
“since 1984." Further inv- 
estigations into the successful 
cover-up of this information is 
under way aid should be com- 
pleted by earty 1896 
What other newspaper was 
brave enough to inform you, as 
we did last year, of the harsh, 
and doubtless deserved, pen- 
alty meted out on a man con- 
victed of smuggling a “her- 
oine” across the border? 

As a standard bearer of law 
and order the very same page 
three (the exact date cannot be 
confirmed owing to the sinister 
disappearance of ffle copies 
from foe period concerned), 
announced that police had dis- 
covered an important due to a 
murder, in the form of a man’s 
body hanging from foe ceiling. 

it is not only in the reporting 
of news that the Jordan Times 
breaks new ground. Their pio- 
neering work also extends to 
advertising, in particular those 
ads aimed at foreigners with a 
limited grasp of English. “Are 
you forin and looktog for 
work?” we asked last year, and 
were overwhelmed tty app- 
licants for jobs n our proof- 
reading and editorial posts. 

_Ap original campaign aimed 
at recruiting readers from the 
non-English-speaking Arab^ 
population of Jordan (printing 
certain ads back to front, or 
even reversing the page order 
to foe paper), sadly had to be 
discontinued owing to a lack of 
response. 


• Another first was our dec- 
ision to print the paper without 
a date-line. This was brought 
about by an attempt to ensure 
that nobody could accuse us of 
printing items that were out- 
of-date. Unfortunately, no one 
on the staff can remember 
when this occurred. But it did. 

In 1981, concerned at the 
results of a survey which ind- 
icated that some readers only 
glanced at pages briefly without 
fully absorbing the information, 
the Jordan Times experimented 
by printing both page three and 
page seven twice, but unf- 
ortunately the response was not 
all that was hoped for. 

Hindsight would suggest that 
foe • omission of .pages four 
. and five to facilitate this exp- 
eriment was a mistake, but it 
was nonetheless gratifying to 
discover that our readers are 
more thorough in following 
world events than foe original 
survey suggested. 

Admittedly foe Jordan Times 
-does occasionally make mis- 
takes. None of us is infallible. 
Some of these mistakes, how- 
ever, are occasioned by proof- 
reading errors brought about 
by pressures of deadlines. (My 
own TV column has suffered 
from this in the past). Som- 
etimes it’s only a small thing, 
lice announcing .that UNRWA s 
budget deficit was $20 billion, 
rather than $20 million. 

Other examples of bungltog 
things are rather more serious, 
such as foe time, (1983), when 
Rama Rao, the Indian opp- 
osition leader, suffered the ind- 
ignity of having his photograph 
printed upside down. 

We did receive a phone call 
congratulating us for this, but 
since foe caller spoke with an 
Australian accent we could der- 
ive no real satisfaction from it 

The embarrassing moment 
when we mixed up the captions 
beneath photographs of Pre- 
sidents Carter and Reagan was 
negligible compared to the time 
when we wrote — in a headline 
— Haram Al Sharif as Hammam 
Al Sharif. (For those who do not 
know, Hammam is foe Arabic 
word for bath. Haram means 
sanctity. A notable proof- 
reading error occurred when 
our descrfotiorr of the United 
States as “leading today in the 
field of human rights” was cha- 
nged so that it read “leading on 
Tuesday-.” 

Sometimes we even aspire to 
a very droll form of humour, as 
when one of us, tired feom his 
other )obs translated from a 
news item in Arabic a few 
months ago that “foe Ministry 


of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs has 
sent a cable from Medina say- 
ing that all Jordanian pilgrims 
are welt and in good health exc- 
ept for one who is dead.” The 
clever editor of page 3 spotted 
the error in time, and luckily it 
never appeared in the new- 
spaper. 

Not even the Royal Family is 
safe from the singular style of 
the Jordan Times. Earlier this 
year, reporting on a conference 
held at the Al Al Bait Fou- 
ndation, we captioned a pho- 
tograph of His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan 
meeting with Islamic Scholars. 
Unfortunately the picture sho- 
wed them meeting a group of 
Christian priests who attended 
foe opening of the Islamic mee- 
ting. 

More recently we reported 
that “Her Majesty Queen Noor. 
telephoned foe King Hussein 
Medical City to wish the heart 
transplant patient a ‘near’ rec- 
overy.” Evidently, the people in 
charge of the newspaper that 
night did not know what they 
were dotog. 

But perhaps our most emb-. 
arrassing mistake occurred in 


1978, when a obituary on a lea- 
ding Jordanian figure was ado- 
rned with a photograph, not of 
foe individual concerned, but of 
a baboon. Much as we would 
I ike to forget this tragic episode 
entirety, it has to be ack- 
nowledged that it was only the 
generosity and good humour of 
foe gentleman's family that all- 
owed the Jordan Times to con- 
tinue publishing, and to bring 
its faithful readers those stories 
that lesser rags are not even 
aware of. 

The mistakes will continue to 
be made, we are afraid. We are 
only human. But on the tenth 
anniversary of the newspaper, 
we would like to reassure our 
readers is that every effort is 
being made to avoid all and 
every kind of error that appear 
in newspapers generally. 

Because of foe many mis- 
takes that appear in it the Gua- 
rdian of London is often called 
the I, Grauniad ,, or “Guamaid” 
by even the most faithful of its 
readers. So. dear readers of foe 
Jordan Times, you can call the 
Jordan Times "Jordan Smite," 
if you like, but only as long as 
you continue reading us. 


Congratulations 

THIS NEWSPAPER would like to play its small part in the 
development of Jordan, and we feel that one of the con- 
tributions we can make is to point out cases of behaviour 
that deserve either special merit or scorn, as the case may 
be. Today, we would like to institute a tradition of awarding 
an annual prize to what we judge to be among the worst run 
institutions in the country. The award, to be called the 
Jordan Times Award for Incompetence Beyond the Call of 
Duty, will only be given to services in the public sector, on 
the assumption that what private companies do is their own 
business. The 1980 Jordan Times Award for Incompetence 
Beyond the Call of Duty is herewith given to the people in 
charge of the parking lot at A mman civil airport. We are 
vague about who the people are because, frankly, we do not 
know who is legally and formaDy in charge of the parking 
k>L What we do know, however, is that it is perhaps the best 
living example of the monumental chaos that can be gen- 
erated. day after day. when man and machine are thrown 
into a working relationship for which neither is prepared. 
The trouble is that most people only go to the airport 
occasionally, and forget about the parking lot’s ext- 
raordinary pandemonium after they leave the airport The- 
refore a mess is perpetuated, and few people seem able or 
willing to improve die sad matter, thereby aggravating an 
already disgraceful situation. Jordan deserves better than 
this. 

The above editorial appeared in the Jordan Times wi December 1980 
to complain about the traffic situation at the old Amman Airport 
before the Queen Alia International Airport was buffi. 
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George S. Hawatmeh, took 
over the editorship of the Jor- 
dan Times from Rami Khouri in 
March 1983. He started in jou- 
rnalism in 1981 as a part-time 
sub-editor. He went on to bec- 
ome full-time chief sub-editor, 
managing editor and acting edi- 
tor until he was elected by the 
Jordan Press Foundation board 
of directors as editor-in-chief of 
the Jordan Times. Mr. Haw- 
atmeh 's main interest lies in 
writing on political issues, esp- 
ecially the Middle East but also 
in editing the Jordan Times 
which is devoted to covering 
news and comments of the Jor- 
danian scene. 

Prior to journalism, Mr. Haw- 
atmeh’s career started at the 
Jordan Civil Aviation Authority 
as budget director of the Queen 
Noor Civil Aviation and served 
as its ch ief adm inistrator before 
taking up the stewardship of the 
Jordan Times. 

Mr. Hawatmeh has a B.Sc. in 
nuclear engineering^ from 
Queen Mary College, University 
of London. He also joined Pen- 
nsylvania State University on a 
PhD nuclear engineering pro- 
gramme, but he had to abandon 
the programme for personal 
reasons. He later joined an MBA 
course at the University of Cal- 
ifornia at North ridge, but again 
he had to return to Jordan for 
personal reasons. He enjoys 
reading and traveling at ease. 

Mr. Hawatmeh was bom in 
Zarka, Jordan on Dec. 7, 1952. 


Rami G. Khouri, was the Jordan 

Times’ first editor-in-chief from 
1975-79 and 1981-82. with a 
two-year leave in between to 
write a book on the Jordan Val- 
ley. Currently, Mr. Khouri is also 
senior editor and columnist at 
the Jordan Times, an author/ 
photographer and Jordan cor- 
respondent for the Financial 
Times newspaper (London) and 
the Boston Globe newspaper 
(Boston, USA). 

He started in journalism as a 
general reporter and page edi- 
tor at the Daily Star newspaper, 
in Beirut Lebanon (1971-72), 
then he became managing edi- 
tor at the Middle East Sketch 
Magazine in Beirut and a wee- 
kly columnist for the Daily Star. 
Later he became managing edi- 
tor of the Beirut-based Middle 
East Money Bulletin (1974-75). 
In 1983, Mr. Khouri lectured in 
journalism and mass' com- 
munications department at the 
Yarmouk University. 

From 1975-1985, Mr. Khouri 
has written regularly from Jor- 
dan for the Financial Times, the 
Washington Post the Boston 
Globe, the International Herald 
Tribune, McGraw Hill World 
News Service, Euromoney 
Magazine (London), the Middle 
East Magazine (London), Ara- 
mco World Magazine, Jordan- 
Magazine, Archaeology Mag- 
azine (New York), British Bro- 
adcasting Corporation (BBC), 
Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (CBC) and the Banker 
Magazine (London). 
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Elia Na sara I la (Abu Nader), 
has witnessed the Jordan 
Times’ evolution since he joi- 
ned it in 1975 as a translator/ 
editor. Now, Abu Nader is the 
Jordan Times’ managing editor. 
Abu Nader has also worked as a 
teacher, aid a news editor for 
Radio Jordan and Jordan Tel- 
evision English language pro- 
grammes for 15 years. 

Abu Nader completed his 
high school education at West 
Bank schools and he also att- 
ended the University of Dam- 
ascus. Abu Nader was bom in 
Haifa, Palestine, Feb. 14, 1936. 



C.V. Mohan started his career 
as a proof-reader in 1969 with 
one of the leading English new- 
spapers in India after his col- 
lege education. He joined the 
Jordan Times in 1979 as a 
proof-reader. Off and on he has 
been standing in forsub-editors 
of all pages except page one. 
He occasionaly writes for the 
Jordan Times. In addition to the 
Jordan Times, he works as an 
editor for books on a freelance 
basis. 

■ At present Mr. Mohan is wor- 
king as the Jordan Times’ pro- 
duction manager. 

; Mr. Mohan, bom in Kerala, 
tafia, on Oct 5, 1948, lives in 
Amman with his wife and a 
three-and-a-half-year-old dau- 
ghter. 


Slmonetta Carr joined the Jor- 
dan Times in September 1984 
on a freelance basis, reporting 
on medical and social welfare 
development in Jordan. 

As part of her journalism car- 
eer, she used to work as a fre- 
elancer for the Italy-based 
Cosmopolitan magazine and 
the Thailand-based Bangkok 
Post and the “Living in Tha- 
iland” magazine. 

Ms. Carr graduated from a 
teachers training college in 
Milan, Italy. She also holds a 
certificate of English-ltalian- 
English translation and a cer- 
tificate of English/language 
proficiency from the University 
of Cambridge. Ms. Carr was 
bom in Milan, Italy in 1954. 
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HUNTING ERRORS: Our proof readers Mr. 

Ka run aka ran and Mr. Rajan check typeset copy 






It was after trying his hand at 
almost every trade in the world 
that P.V. Vhrekanand, our page 
one editor and chief sub-editor, 
joined us as a proof-reader in 
1980. Apparently, he found his 
elements in journalism and, in 
one of the most impressive uph- 
ill climbs, "An and” took oyer 
page one in less than nine 
months after joining the Jordan 
Times. 

He is also a leading staff wri- 
ter and contributes regular art- 
icles to the paper. Apart from 
being the Jordan cor- 
respondent of a foreign news 
agency, he also writes for sev- 
eral specialised trade mag-' 
azines based in London and 
Singapore. 

Bom in India in 1952, Anand 
now lives in Amman with his 
wife and a six-month-old son, 
Anoop. 


Our Middle East and World 
news editor Am Voskian 32. 
has been with us since 1982, 
when he joined the Jordan 
Times staff as a world news edi- 
tor. During his four years at the 
newspaper, he also worked as a 
staff reporter. Ara, bom in Jer- 
usalem on April 23, 1953, lives 
in Amman with his wife. 





La mis K. Andonl joined the 

Jordan Times as a staff reporter 
in October 1982. She also wrote 
for the Guardian newspaper 
from March 84 until March 85. 
Currently Miss Andoni strings 
for the London-based Middle 
East International and the New 
York Times newspapers. 

Miss Andoni covered part of 
the conflict between pro-and 
anti-Arafat factions m Tripoli, 
north Lebanon In 1983. She 
also was among the first batch 
of journalists who reached the 
Majnoon Islands in 1984 when 
the Iraqi army recaptured parts 
of the islands from the Iranians. 

She. covered the Casablanca 
Arab summit in August 1985. 

Miss Andoni finished her high 
school education from the Nat- 
ional Orthodox School in 
Amman in 1975, studied the 
Russian language and politcal 
economy at the University of 
Donetsk in Ukraine, the USSR, 
from (1975-1977). In 1979 she 
left for the UD., from where she 
graduated with a BA degree in 
political science from the Uni- 
versity of California, Irvine, in 
1982. Miss Andoni. was bom in 
Amman on June 12, 1956. 




Satameh B. Ne’mat completed 
his high school education from 
College de la Salle in Amman irt 
1979. Mr. Ne’mat obtained a 
degree in public administration" 
from a US. University. He is cur- 
rently on a . six-month sch- 
olarship in the U.S. Before joi- 
ning the Jordan Times in 1983 
he workedlas-a saJes-manager 
at the Jordan Public Relations 
Agency and I ate rasa sates exe- 
cutive at the Amman Regency 
• Palace Hotel. Mr. Ne’mat was 
bom in Amman in 1961. • 


Allied N. Fanek, began con- 
trtoutzng articles on business 
and economic issues in 1981 
and started his weekly Sunday’s 
Economic Pulse in December 
1983. Dr. Fanek holds a PhD in 
business administration and 
has published numerous 
books, the most recent of which 
are The Future of the Jordanian 
Economy and Economic Cha- 
llenges of Today. Dr. Fanek also 
writes a daily business column 
fertile Al Ra’i newspaper. He is 
currently a senior researcher 
for the Arab Thought Forum, in 
addition to managing his own 
auditing company. Dr. Fanek 
was bom in Jordan on April 13, 
1934. 


Samir Ghawi, who' edits the 
economy page, completed 
bask; education from College 
de fa Salle in Amman in 1968. 
Later he graduated from Tabor 
College, (Kansas, U.SA) in 
1972 with a BA in business 
administration/economics. 

His career started at the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories. He later 
took up a banking career when 
he joined Citibank Amman in 
1974 and then the newfy est- 
ablished Syrian-Jordanian 

Bank in 1980.- 

Mr. Ghawi works as credit off- 
icer at the Jordan Kuwait Bank 
during the day. 

Mr. Ghawi’s journalistic car- 
eer started when he joined the 
Jordan Times in 1980 as a part- 
time sub-editor for the sports 
and economy page. But he had 
to resign in 1982 for personal 
reasons. 

However, he decided to rejoin 
the newspaper after some time 

and was welcomed back in 1 983 

as sub-editor of the economy 
page. Mr. Ghawi was bom in 
Amman on Sept 14, 1949. 


Anne Counsell joined I the new- 
spaper in October 1982 as a 
reporter covering social issues 
and development in Jordan. 
She became editor of page 
three in- June 1984. Ms-Cou- 
nseii is also correspondent for 
several newspapers and nrag- 
azines in the UD. and England. 
She also contributes to other 
publications on a freelance 

ba Anne, bom in Zambia in I960, 
is married to American pho- 
tographer Bill Lyons and they 
have a seven-week-old baby 
daughter, Thea. 


Armed Forces acuooi 
ser from where he fflwa tBdm 
1965 before joining the Anoea 
Forces and serving as a emuan 
dark untH 1969. He worked as a 
travel agency salesman tor 
three years and later joined the 
Zam Municipality. 

Mr. Hassanat later served the ■ 
Civil Aviation Authority asffliair 
traffic controller and toft the 
authority in 1983 after bec- 
oming chief instructor for ar 
traffic control. 

In February 1985, he joined 
the Jordan Times as managing 
editor after Which he took over 
the editorial pages. 

Mr. Hassanat was bom in 
Wadi Musa. Jordan, Jan. 7, 
1946. ■ - 







Najwa Najjar joined the Jordan 
Times as a freelance reporter in 
October 1985. Miss Najjar gra- 
duated from San Diego State 
University in California in June 
1985 with a BA in political sci- 
ence and economics after att- 
ending schools in Riyadh, 
Rome, Athens and London. 
Miss Najjar was bom in Was-, 
hington, D.C., on July 31, 1963. 


Sated G. Hattar, one of ou r staff 
reporters, completed his high 
school studies from College de 
la Salle in Amman. He studied 
medicine in France after school 
but abandoned the course due 
to personal reasons. Later, he 
obtained a three-year civil eng- 
ineering degree from a local 
college. 

After Mr. Hattar completed 
his two-year army service, he 
joined the Jordan Times first on 
a freelance basis and was later 
appointed as a staff reporter. 
Mr. Hattar was bom in Amman 
on Aug. 31, 1961. 


Rana Sabbagh joined the Jor- 
dan Times in February 1 9B5 as a 
staff reporter .covering socio- 
economic and political dev- 
elopments. Before joining the 
Jordan Times she served the 
newspaper as a. freelance rep- 
orter . Miss Sabbagh, a graduate 
in communication arts / 
journalism and drama from Bet- 
rut University College in Leb- 
anon, writes for the London 
based Middle East Food Trade 
and Catering Equipment She 
speaks German and French. ^ 
Miss Sabbagh was bom. in 
Amman on May 1, 1963. 




Olga Michael, completed her 
high school education at the 
National Protestant College in 
Beirut, Lebanon. She later enr- 
oltedatthe American University 
of Beirut from where she gra- 
duated in 1982 with a BA in 
political science and public 
administration. Having had 
enough of the endless Leb- 
anese civil war. Olga decided to 

come to Amman and to seek a 
good job opportunity. 

. she joined the Jordan 
Times on a freelance basis in 
1984. 

Olga has worked as a local 
reporter at the Radio Jordan 
English language programme 
and also writes for the Cyprus- 
based Middle East Times, and 
the business magazine Exe- 
cutive' Focus on a freelance 
basis. Olga, bom in Beirut on 
Feb. 14, 1960. lives in Amman. 


Bill Cordes, 25, joined the staff 
of the Jordan Times in mid- 
September as sports editor. An 
aspiring writer, Mr. Cordes also 
contributes news and feature 
stories to the newspaper. He 
graduated from Northwestern 
University in 1982 and is cur- 
rently a Masters’ candidate in 
Arab stuefies at Georgetown 
University. Mr. Cordes was bom 
in Cleveland, Ohio, USA, Dec. 
25, 1959. . 


Jamal KbaBI, Jordan Times 
a d vert ising manager 

John Boteler graduated from 
St Peters Collge, Oxford, in 
1976. Mr. Boteler started wri- 
ting for the Jordan Times in 
January 1985 and is the new- 
spaper’s TV critic. Mr. Boteler 
was bom in London on Sept 30, 
1954. 




OUR COMPUTER BRAINS: Mr. James G. Pei- 

eira (righQ, Mr. Gutab P. Sayed (lefl) and Mr. Mathew Ven- 
300 ran ai work In our computer room. 




Naim Hocranl, advertising 

assistant 


Dr. Franz Schurmann: Pro- 
fessor Franz Schurmann tea-, 
ches history and sociology at 
the University of Califomla- 
Berkley and is also co-founder 
and editor of the Pacific News 
Service. He wrote several 
books, like the logic of the 
Wo rid Power and the Politics of 
Escalation, and is a noted 
commentator on world affairs. 
He speaks several European 
languages fluently as well as 
several Chinese dialects and 
has recently taken up Arabic. 
J4e started writing for the Jor- 
dan Times and Al Ra’i on Feb. 
’1983. 


Randa Habib’s bi-weekly cor- 
ner _ started to appear in the 

Jordan Times in April 1981 . But 
Ms. Habib’s journalistic career 
started while she was attending 
SL Joseph University in Beirut 
in 1970, as she started writing 
for the Lebanese daily Le Jour 
and later for the “Magazine” 
and “Le Soir.” 

She came to Amman in 1973 
and joined the Ministry of Inf- 
ormation Press Section (1973- 
75). She wrote a weekly column 
called "Houna Amman" at the 
weekly "Ousbou Al Arabi” and 
continued to write for the 
“Magazine.” 

She is serving as the Amman 
correspondent for Agence Fra- 
nce Presse (AFP) since 1980. 
Ms. Habib was bom in Beirut on 
Jan. 16, 1951. 

Josephine Zananiri, bom in 
1949, joined the Jordan Times 
on a freelance basis in March 
1985 as a reporter covering 
architecture, tourism and 
women affairs. Ms. Zananiri 
taught English in Beirut and at 
the Orthodox School in Amman 
and she used to work for the 
Jerusalem Star on a freelance 
basis. 

She graduated in sociology 
from the Swinbpm Institute of 
Technology in Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia. Ms. Zananiri has also wri- 
tten a book on Jordan for tou-' 
rists called the “Travellers 
Guide to Jordan.” 


Mararan Jamfl Muasher, was 
bom in Amman on June 14, 
1956. He attended the American 
University of Beirut from 1972 
to 1976, but later left for the Uni- 
ted States where he obtained a 
PhD In electrical engineering 
from Purdue University in 1981. 
He worked in Saudi Arabia for 
two years as a researcher at the 
University of Petroleum and 
Minerals, and is presently wor- 
king with the Ministry of Pla- 
nning in Jordan in the computer 
field. 

He took up writing for the 
Jordan Times on a trial basis in. 
September 1982. His column 
talking Straight first saw the 
light on Feb. .12, 1983 and has 
been a regular bi-weekly col- 
umn appearing every other 
Saturday. 

Monka Warieft, bom in Fra- 
nkfurt in 1953, joined the Jor- 
dan Times in January 1985 as a 
freelance reporter covering 
developmental projects, env- 
ironmental issues, water man- 
agement and hydrology and 
West German-Jordanian rel- 
ations. 

Ms. Warich graduated from 
Goethe University in Frankfurt 
with an M A in geography with 
English literature and general 
education as minor. 


Overheard in editors’ room: 


Question: How do you spell ’spontaneously'? 
j Answer With difficulty. 

Q: Who is the president of the Fiji Islands? 

A: Not me ... 

Q: Where are the New Hebrides? 

A: Check the atlas. 

Q: Did you use the ACS (story on your page)? 

A: I could do without it 

Q: Where do I jump 40 centimetres (space for continued 
story)? 

A: Out of the window. 

Q: Do you capitalise ‘Star Wars’? 

A: If you have doubts, skip the words. 

Q: You have a phone call from the typesetters, care to take 
it? 

A: Tell them I'm busy. 

Q: You have a phone call from your friend, care to-.? 

A: Which line did you say? 

Q: You seem to be in a good mood, What is wrong? 

A: I was an hour late for the press conference. 

Page 8 editor: I have this story of the Soviets screaming at 
the Americans aid the Americans screaming back. Where 
shall I put It? 

Page 1 editor: On the sports page, under ally games. .. 
Page 2 editor to page 1 editor Where shall I put this Leb- 
anese ceasefire story. Do you want it? 

A: Put it on column 8. 

' Editor t can't get this headline right care to help? 

A: Try It from the left 

Reporter I will be back with the story at 7.30, Okay? 
Editor: Thank you for the warning. 

Editor: How long is your story going to be? 

Reporter: Not less than 3,000 (words). How much can you 
take? 

Editor; Less than 300. 

Reporter: Please don’t cut the story at the end, the most 
- - important part Is at the end. 

Editor: Were you sleeping in the beginning? 

Reporter Why did you cut my story? 

Editor 1 should have cut out your byline. 

Editor This story Is no good. I want it rewritten. 

Reporter: Well, you type faster than me. 

Reporter. Good morning. 

. Editor It was good until you turned up. 

Reporter Good evening. 

Editors: Shut up- 

Editor: How come you Tnrssed the most vital point In the 
speech? 

Reporter I was driving when I wrote the story. 

Editor: How come you are dressed 'up and took smart 1 
today? 

Reporter I think television will cover the press conference. ' 
Page 8editorto jsage 1 editor I have this story on a convict 
climbing the stairs of the gallows. You can update ft on 
your page. 


Compiled by P; V. Vhrekanand 
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Romancing its tenth anniversary 


Talking 

straight 

Marwan 

Muasher 


On the Iordan Times' tenth 


anniversary. I thought I would 
today 


share with you today some of 
my personal experiences with 
the paper and the people beh- 
ind it. 

I cannot remember what 
made me decide to take up wri- 
ting on a regular basis. It ts just 
about the farthest thing from 
my professional field, com- 
puter engineering. Beside 
those semi- manifestations of 
the English language called 
engineering term papeis and 
other than some emotional let- 
ters to the editor in the local 
university paper. I had done lit- 
tle writing before. 

Fate, in its infinite wisdom, 
however, convinced our young 
Mend, fresh out of college and 
desperately looking for a job. 


that he should take up writing 
and solve the problems of the 
world. And so it was that on an 
August afternoon in 1982. I 
was introduced to Rami Kho- 
uri. then the editor-in-chief, 
and George Hawatmeh. then 
the managing editor, by way of 
an active reporter who went to 
college with me. Samira 
Kawar. They were extremely 
polite, although the answers I 
gave them when they asked me 
what * wanted to write about 
were not very assuring. Of cou- 
rse. T was not veiy assured eit- 
her by their age. I had expected 
to meet much older people, 
and I certainly did not expect 
the editor-in-chief to wear such 
a thick beard. That touch of 
youth has continued to cha- 
racterise the J.T. staff, and it is 
one that makes working at the 
J.T. both a pleasant and dyn- 
amic affair. 

A t any rate. I never could tell 
what went on in RamTs and 
George's minds when they acc- 
epted a computer engineer to 
write about socio-political iss- 
ues on a trial basis. Later. I did 
not feel too bad after learning 
about George's nuclear eng- 
ineering background . Now that 
is what I call a fission — or a 
fusion — of careers. 

I wrote six articles for the 
J.T. as a guest columnist, of 
which one was rejected by 
Ramj. That was my first int- 
roduction to real life in writing. 
Finally. " was to be initiated 
into a fu^-time part-time/job 
as a regular col umnis t- 1 was to 
have a picture and a little for 
my column. That, however, did 
not prove too easy a task. 

After searching through my 
photo albums for the ump- 
teenth time. I. could not find a 
betterpicture than one taken at 
my graduation party in the U.S. 
It was taken at a time when I 
was not in the best of shapes, 
but I thought it had to do. You 
may want to take another look 


at it now. A graduation party 
photo for you. 

1 came one afternoon to a 
Margie BiyanL who did page 5 
at the time, with my photo and 
■ a title. “I want to call it 'Str- 
aight Talk’.” I said. Margie 
pondered for a moment and 
replied, “ ‘Talking Straight’. I 
like that." Before I had a cha- 
nce to object to the distortion 
of my idea. I decided that the 
distortion sounded better than 
die original. And so “Talking 
Straight" first saw the light on 
Saturday. Feb. 12. 1983 with 
this prologue: “Beginning a 
fortnightly commentary — 
sometimes serious, sometimes 
lighthearted — on current iss- 
ues of human and social con- 
cern ..." Since then, sixty-two 
Talking Straights have been 
published, including this one. 
Another six were “spiked'’ for 
“various’* reasons. 

The atmosphere at the J.T. is 
one of the best I have seen in 
any work environment. Of 
course, it is easy for me to say, 
having no regular desk there. 
The others who are subjected 
to eight hours of George's yel- 
‘ling might think otherwise. But 
I have always made-it a point to 
drop by the newspaper at least 
once a week and chat with the 
people there. 

Indeed, it is difficult to write 
about the J.T. without writing 
about the people behind it 
First there is Rami, whom I 
hold great respect for, although 
I wish he would write more on 
local politics. There is nothing 
that takes out a day’s fru- 
stration more than arguing 
with George over his refusal to 
publish an article. George is 
not one to give an explicit com- 
plimen t. yet he has his own way 
of telling you he appreciates 
your work. 

I’ve bad four different page 
editors since I started wirting 


job (elsewhere, that is). Margie 
was very proper, very British. 
Ara Voskian. who is still at the 
paper, is a man of extremes. He 
either loved my articles or tho- 
ught I was shamefully applying 
self-censorship. Issam AI-Tall, 
(who edited mv article for nea- 
rly two years) is one of the kin- 
dest people I've met. and I rea- 


lly miss bis presence at the 
paper. Abdallah HasanaLmy 


for the paper, and yet people 
1 car 


tell me I cannot hold a steady 


current editor, is a low-key 
person who nevertheless alw- 
ays lets you know where he 
stands on issues. I aiways like 
to listen to what he has to say. 

This is not to forget other 
page editor? at the paper. It 
took me a long dire to talk to 
Annie Counsell (page 3). who 
? an extremely sweet and 
^ mu^enl face, and is really a 
lice person. One cannot forget 
the ever cynical Samir Jouanah 
(ex-editor of page 6). who 
would not listen to my pleas of 
including American sports in 
his page on the feeble excuse 
that the Associated press (AP) 
machine is always broken. Our 
other Samir (Ghawi) is a pro- 
fessional who does his job qui- 
etly and efficiently. 

You can always spot Elia 
Nassrallafa. better known as 
Abu Nader, behind his typ- 
ewriter. deeply involved in a 
story or a translation. He alw- 
ays has enough time, however, 
to tell a cynical story on events 
in town. 

And last but not least there 
is the dean of us all. P.V. Viv- 
ekanand. or ■ just Anand. who 
takes the paper evidently mis- 
takenly for home. I don't recall 
ever going to the J.T. and not 
finding him there. I am yet to 
talk to him on the phone and 
guess he is not an Arab. 

And then there are the rep- 
orters. La mis Andoni always 
reminds me that there is som- 
eone more hyperactive than 
'myself. I wish we have more 
reporters in Jordan possessing 


herdedication and energy. Sal- 
ameh Ne’mar is so ever cool 
and yet hard-working. Sa’ad 
Hattar is so friendly and con- 
fident And RanaSabbagh is so 
warm and eager to find new 
stories and new angles. 

There is also our friendly 
operator and premises man- 
ager Abu-Muhatnmad. whose 
■Simplicity and down - to - ear- 
thness have a lot to offer. 

And then there is myself, 
among of course several other 
columnists, writers and fre- 
elance reporters who do not 
actually physically live at die 
Jordan Times. This is one of 
the rare opportunities one gets 
to expose a bit of oneself. I am 
not going to pass it up. 

Few people know I wrote 
most of my earlier articles 
while working in Saudi Arabia 
(March 83 — June 84). Loo- 
king back at them. I can see a 
gradual change in style and 
emphasis. Some like to call it 
maturity, but I prefer the word 
growing up. My recent articles 
are definitely more in touch 
with the Jordanian society, and 
deal less with abstracts, I like to 
think. 

There was a time when I 
dared to think that my articles 
would change the world. Now I 
am more realistic and would 
settle for changing Jordan. But 
the boyish enthusiasm that 
accompanied the publication 


of every article as it appeared 
• faded. I still 


in the paper never ! 
feel, as I read a particular art- 
icle. that I have hit the jackpot 
in discussing a certain issue. 
Conceited? May be, but frank! 


The other sidj c f the .os-, 


pironv I ha* ; i* raws here is 
that there were frustrations as 
well. At times, the existing 
conditions that prevented the 
use-.of certain articles of mine 
left me demoralised and in 
doubt about the whole writing 
process. At others', the pre- 
ssure was more internal, when I 


feltl had said what I wanted to 
say and that there were no 
more issues I wanted to discuss 
in writing. 

Moments as these were alw- 
ays short-lived. however. I 
have come to realise that there 
are always issues to discuss, 
and that it is better to write and 
bring out these issues, even if 
the articles are edited or som- 
etimes suppressed, than not to 
write at all 

On the Jordan Times’ tenth 
anniversary. I am not going to 
look for inflated words of pra- 
ise I do not mean or are not 
true. The Jordan Times, as well 
as all our other newspapers in 
Gown, have a long way to go 
before they can claim credible 
reporting and analysis. There is 
a lot to be said about the fre- 
edom of press in Jordan, or the 
lack of it. and its role in hin- 
dering our newspapers’ 
growth. 

But th is much I wQJ say of the 
Jo id an Times. Of all our new- 
spapers. it is the only one I turn 
to whenever I want to know 
what really (or approximately 
' at least) happened. And I miss 
it when I do not get the chance 
.to read it. 

“The highest reward for a* 
man's toil.” someone said, “is 
not what he gets for it but rat-* 
her what he becomes by it” 
This summarises my personal 
feelings about the J.T. As cri- 
tical as I usually am about the 
quality of our newspapers, I 
can say with pride that in its 
extremely short ten years of 
existence, the Jordan Times' 
highest reward has been its abi- 
lity *o stand out as the most 
serious, no-nonsense new- 
spaper in Jordan. 


Today, the greatest tribute 
i Tir 


to the Jordan Times is not that 
it has provided us with the ela- 
tion of reaching die ten-year 
mark, but in the moments of 
joy we have daily picked along 
the way. 


Channel 6 preview 


Ten years on 


By J.H. Boteler 


IT WAS a tough assignment. The 
boss had called me in. and was 


studying me through hooded eyes 
of f 


over the stacks of foreign new- 
sprint. Silence hung in the air. 


broken only by the click of his 
aas slidir 


worry beads sliding through his 
fingers. “How's your pulse-rate?” 
he suddenly snapped. “Fine.” I 
answered, wondering where all 
this was leading to. “Good.” he 
said, though in truth he did not 
look too pleased. “It' II need to be. 
HI come straight to the point. 
We've got our "tenth anniversary 
coming up. and we. or rather I. 
want articles comparing then to 
today, a retrospective of the last 
decade."*! immediately protested: 
“But I wasn't even here two years 
ago. let alone ten." A smile fli- 
ckered across his lips. “Tough. 
That’s your prohlem. Just write it. 
Deadline tomorrow. Close the 
door on your way our." I was alm- 
ost out of the room when he spoke 
again. “If it's any help, you could 
try the cellar. By the way. how's 
your pulse rate now?" It was a lot 
worse, hut 1 wasn’t about to tell 
him that. 

At first I couldn't see how' the 
cellar could lie any help. Apart 
from old. discarded front pages. 
(“Nixon to be impeached.” 
’* Kuwait win Jyf?2 World Cup"), 
there didn't seem to lie anything 
there al^out television. Then, from 
, 'ehind a small door at the back of 
the room. 1 heard a strange scr- 
atching sound. The door took 
some opening because of the dust 
and cobwebs, but eventually I for- 
ced it. to reveal an incredible sight. 
A man. his youth Jong fled, was 
sitting at a table, scribbling with a 
quill pen on a ragged piece of 
paper; on the table, a small black 
and white portable was showing 
an old episode of "The Partridge 
Family." It was a shock: I thought 
that David Cassidy had faded into 
obscurity years ago. Then, as I 
looked at this strange man more 
closely. I fell a quickening of int- 
erest. Flared jeans, tie-dyed 
T-shirt. platform shoes, and a bou- 
ffant hairstyle. He had mid- 
seventies written all over him. 
"Who arc you?." I asked, hardly 
daring to hope that I had hit pay- 
dirt. "First TV criticfor the Jordan 
Times." he croaked. This was it. 

“I didn't know they had a TV 
critic then.” I asked. He smiled: 
“Oh, yes. But. you see. I was sch- 
eduled for page seven, but as the 
earlier editions only ran to six 
pages, not many people read my 
stuff. But what programmes we 
had then." “Oh. yeah?" I ans- 
wered.sincel doubted his grasp of 
reality after being cooped up in 
this cupboard for ten years. "Tell 
me about them.” 

“Well, for a start, programmes 
began at 6:30 with cartoons, like 
Top Cat. then continued with 
Walt Disney, Flipper, Shane or 
The Ghost And Mrs. Muir. Then 
there was...” I stopped him there: 
“Hold it. These days programmes 


on Channel 6 start at six o’clock or 
earlier, and they are in German 
and French ” “But I don't speak 
German or French." he whined. 
"Neither do I." I retorted, “but a 
lot of people do. Besides, it imp- 
roves your word -power. What 
about comedies?” He brightened 
up at that. “Oh. we had things like 
Love Thy Neighbour, or Wendy 
Craig in And Mother Makes 
Three, and Syd James in Bless 
This House. I liked that. Are they 
making a new series?" I broke the 
news gently that Syd James had 
heen dead for years, along with a 
lot of other good comics, and then 
told him about comedies today. 
About how Matthew Barton in 
It’s Your Move was going to try to 
fix up his ugly fat friend Ellie with 
a girl-friend, or about th- eternal 
emotional mix-ups hi Three’s 
Company. I told him about Cha- 
nce In A Million, and how Tom's 


plans for a surprise birthday party 
for Alison get ruined by such 


th mgs as a drunken pfllar-lx>x. and 
a mix-up over the punch -bowl and 


to start with there was The Six Mil- 
lion Dollar Man. Then there was 
Hawaii Five-O, and Mannix, also 
Kojak. Baretta. and Pfetrocdli. ■ 
Four or Five a week. It was great.” 

I couldn't believe my ears. “But 
that's overkill! And anyway, what 
about romance? Manna was just a 
, macho' stud, with none of the 
goofy charm of MagnuuL-Kojak 
just sucked on a lollipop and hit 
people, while the only women 
Steve McGanret came across. were 
murderesses. As fotv.the bozo in 
6-ivlfflion Dollar Man, the only 
thing that stirred his libido was a 
vending machine. Compare that 
to the sweet-nothings exchanged 
in Remington Steele, or the ong- 
oing situation in Bergerac. OK. so 
Francine nearly left Jim last week, 
but she realised her error just in 
time, and at fade-out was clasped 
in his arms. Just as well. too. sinc° 
this week he gets involved in r 
veiy nasty case in which siniste. 
National Front types try to per- 
suade a retired army Major, (pla 
yed by Ian Hendry), not to wrire 
his memoirs. Let’s move on. tho- 
ugh. Documentaries?” 

“He looked sheepish. “Ahem, 
well, we had one. on Sundays.” I 
smiled indulgently. “There’s still a 


Rend^Habib’s 
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Tenth Anniversary Special 


AS IT is the Jordan Times’ tenth anniversary, I thought it app- 


say a few things I can’t say in a normal corner. 

Well, hi fad I should not complain very much. After all , most of 
my comers are published. And when occasionally I receive a call 
from zny editor (and friend) who tells me: “Randa, that corner is 
too sensitive , he pots It so nkdy that I find myself agreeing 
with him — not that it would mafa» modi difference if I didn’t. 

I remember a comer 1 wrote about Colonel M nammar QadMl 

after the Israeli raid on the HjO’sheadquarta^ in Tunis on C>cL I* 

I thought then that I shook! pass along a message to the Libyan 
leader. But my editor didn’t, so yon never saw that corner. 

Sometimes, perhaps because I also write about political events in 

my work with the French News Agency, I am tempted to express 
some political views in my corner. Once again, my editor int- 
ervenes: “Randa, been the character of your corner, avoid pol- 
itics”. 

Easy to say. But when you Uvema politically-charged region like 
the Middle East, it is very difficult to stay ralm and apolitical. 

Occasionally my corners were not published on their assigned 

days and appeared the day before or after.! bad to give a call to the 

then editor of page Qve, who would apologise ami say “God, 1 
forgot it again...”. 

To the page five editor’s credit, for some tune now the corners 
have appeared as they should, every Monday and Thursday. For 
me this fc something to celebrate on the JT.’s Tenth Anniversary. I 
hope it is Cor yon too. 

Another technical problem I sometimes face with the Jordan 
Times is printing errors Snt affect the meaning of what I want to 
say . I remember in the comer about the price of imported Cowers 
m Jordan, I pointed out that one orchid is sold for “ten J.D.” The 
cost was published as “one JD”. Yon wflJ notice I avoid tosing 
numerals even now. 

If you rember that the corner's tide was “What a Price for 
Flowers” you would realise that the difference between ten and one 
JD was important. 

When I asked the editor to pubtish a correction, be told me “ We 
don’t correct columns usually. Serious mistakes, yes. “Bat not 
numerals in your comers, Randa.” 

Not veiy glorious for the newspaper: Is it? 

But again, I shook! not complain. After all, the Jordan Tunes 
teas accepted very courageously the idea of my comer and backed 
me all the way, as I know they wfll continue to do in the future. 

And most of all, they play fair in this newspaper. The publishing 
of this article is proof of that, I hope. Wouldn't yon agree? 

Happy Tenth Anniversary, Jordan Times editors. Keep up the 
good work. 


Paris designers 


stress female form 


By Barbara Bright 

Reuter 



“For heaven’s sake, stop Living in the past. This is 1985” — Love and Marriage. Friday, 9:10 


PARIS — Paris designers are lau- 
nching a new look for 1986 dm 
puts the emphasis on the female 
body and marks a dramatic return 
to the shapes of the 40's setby film 
stars like Rita Hayworth and Lana 
Turner. 

The layered look and Japanese 
ragamuffin trends are out, making 
way for cinched waists, acc- 
entuated h ips and bared backs and 
midriffs shown as part of the 
sp ring/summer ready-to-wear co I- 
lectkms. 

Paris manufacturers seem con- 
fident-rtbaL fat; fronv- offending 
femmist custotners, women of the 
80’ s who seek to sculpt the body 
beautiful will be happy to flaunt it 
in body-hugging dresses,, pants 
and tops. 

Designer Ch an tal The mass’ col- 
lection on view at the Tuileries inc- 
luded dresses in knit lurez. some 
with the sweater top joined to a 
miniskin by rhinestone tabs in a 
classy punk look, others trimmed 
at sleeves and neckline with gold 
spangles. 

She presented bright colours in 
separates, setting exuberant floral 
prints together with ginghams. 


plaids and stripes in cowboy style 
jackets, full skins and bustier- 
topped dresses. 

A trio of paris-based Japanese 
designers. Hiroko Koshino. Yuki 
Torii and Junko Shimada. showed 
black and white — in stripes, 
polka dots and plaids — would be 
just as important as colour next 
spring and summer. 

Koshino emphasised supple. 


flowing fabrics to drape the body. 

:lts 


keeping skirts long with belts 
often below the hips. 

• He also used bulky jewellery 
with dramatic effect and for those 
who still want to wrap themselves 
in yards of fabric offered elegant 
harem trousers with Indian-: 


inspired jackets. 


luyers and fashion journalists 
from around the world were ini 
Paris last week to view the des-j 
igner shows. : 

According to the French Fed-.' 
eration for Ready-To-Wear Coir; 
lections, sales in France and for- 
export last year totalled 2.2 billion' 
francs (S268.2 million). Sales of 
licensed French designs around- 
die world amounted to 15 billion 
francs ($J.8 billion), with: 
women’s ready-to-wear re.s-: 
ponsible for 35 per cent of the. 
worldwide sales. 


a fur coat. His eyes really iir up 
when I mentioned Three Up. Two 


Sunday documentor. Right now 
it’s called Way Of The Warrior, 


Down, and how Michael Elphick 
and Angela Thome in the lead 
roles were a perfect match, whose 
comic sense and timing made the 
most of script -writing which at 
times was a hit flabby, and that 
although they hated each other at 
presem. after six weeks or so of 
living in the same basement flat 
together, romance would dou- 
btless blossom. What about mov- 
ies? 

“We had three.” he exclaimed 
proudly. “There was movie of the 
week on Saturdays, mystery 
movie on Wednesdays, and a fea- 
ture film on Thursdays- How 
about you?” “We also have 
three.” I answered. “Tonight 
there's Monte Wateh, starring Lee 
Marvin. Jeanne Moreau and Jack 
Palance. It's a 1970 film, in which 
two aging cowboys find life inc- 
reasingly hand and hopeless: and 
old acquaintance kills one and Is 
shot hy the other. It’s a realistic 
Western, developed in a leisurely 
style with the emphasis on cha- 
ncier and on the real drudgery of 
frontier life. The bronco-busting 
scene cost half-a-million dollars. 
The midweek movie is now shown 
on Tuesdays, and is generally only 
a mysteiy m that no-one knows in 
advance what it will be.” My pre- 
decessor smiled, and held me with 
his glittering eye. “This week, 
though/’ I continued, "it's som- 
ething called Terror On The 40th 
Floor, and is a sort of remake of 
Towering Inferno, in which seven 
people get trapped in a burning 
skyscraper, scream a lot. and gen- 
erally get veiy hot under the col- 
lar. Thursday’s offering is a 1952 
effort starring Broderick Cra- 
wford and Donna Reed, and is cal- 
led Scandal Sheet. An editor has 
to allow a star reporter to expose a 
murderer — himself. On the sub- 
ject of murder, how about cop- 
shows in 1975?” 

It was as if I had opened a set of 
very big flood gates. "Gosh. Well. ' 


and this week looks at T'ai Chi — 
The Soft Way. It's all about that 


: > tacker s power and turn it to the 
defender's advantage. But Tai 
Chi offers more than an approach 
to self-defence- Constant training 
in calmness of mind, relaxation 
and flexibility of body, growth and 


tempering of spirit, all developed 
licbalai 


Saturday 

8:30 It’s Your Move 
9:00 Automania 
9:30 Varieties 
10:20 Film: Monte Walsh 


Sunday 

8:30 Chance In A Million 
9:10 Way Of The Warrior 
10:20 Hotel 


Monday 

8:30 Three Up, Two Down 

9:10 Bergerac 

*9:20 Special: Thomas 

Jefferson 

Tuesday 

8:30 Lucy Araaz Show 
9:10 Bleak House 
l(h20 FDro: Terror On The 
40th Floor 


Wednesday 

8:30 Three’s Company 
9:10 Documentary: Conquest 
10:20 Remington Steele 


Thursday 

8:30 Emergency Room 
9:10 Scnee of Crime 
9J0 Varieties 
10:20 F2 m: Scandal Sheet 


Friday 


8:30 Sara 

9:10 Love and Marriage 
10:20 Magnum 


solo shadow boxing they indulge 
in parks in China during their 
lunch hour. It can take a lifetime 
to perfect, and teaches the need to 
live in harmony with natural 
things and to feel at one with the 
spirit of the world. Chi. the spirit 
c r vital energy force contained in 
all things, is of fundamental imp- 
ortance and is used in fighting pra- 
ctice to guide the body in swaying, 
circular motions which deflect the 


in harmonic balance, creates a way 
or path which may lielieve guides 
diem through tiie.” He looked 
sort a wistful as he murmured. 
"Gee. I could have done with 
some of that in here these last ten 
years.” I know it was hitting a man 
when he was down, hut 1 had to do 
it. “Thai’s not all. though. We also 
have Automania on Saturdays. 
This week it examines the pro- 
found and permanent changes 
that the car has brought to society 
and the way we live now. Motels, 
drive-in movies, even drive-in 
churches: These are all by- 
products of the motor-car. Other 
benefits, to use a charitable phr- 
ase. is the end ing of rural Isolation . 
the way people spend their leisure 
time, urban sprawl, and fast dwi- 
ndling energy resources. To say 
aothing about the loss of life ana 
limb. Do you know that cars are 
only. mobile three per cent of their 
life, and that more Americans 
have driving licenses, and use 
them, than vote?” He sighed: 
“No. I didn’t. We could have" tone 
with instructive, educational pro- 
grammes like that in my day.” It 
was rime to be brutal. “Look, 
Mac.” I snarled. “You haven't 
heard the half of it. There's also 
the documentary on Wednesday. 
OK. so Vista is going to lie absent 
for a couple of weeks, or so I'm 
lofd. hut it’s been replaced by 
Something called Conquest, which 
this week takes a long look at the 
wolves in Alaska, their hreeding 
hahits. living environment, social 
patterns, things like that. And 
there is also the Monday night ser- 
ies of specials. Last week saw the 
conclusion of the George OrweU 
study. Poor old guy: I suspect he 
was more than willing to die. what 
with his wife dying so suddenly 
herself, his illness, and the fact 
that his dream of a Socialist and 
fair world for all was playing a veiy 
poor second fiddle to the rise of 
totalitarianism around the world. 


This week we are being treated to 
an in-depth portrait of Thomas 
Jefferson, the man who drafted 
the American Declaration of Ind- 
ependence.” My interlocutor chu- 
ckled. “Hey. wasn't be the bloke 
who said: “Peace, commerce, and 
honest friendship with all nations 
— entangling alliances with 
none?” “Yes." I replied. “And he 
also said: ‘Indeed I tremble for my 
country when I reflea that God is 
Just.’ Kinda ironic, huh?” He lau- 
ghed then: “ Well, you know, some 
things never change.’ 

We ruminated for a bit. then the 
sorry creature across the table 
looked up. (I fear thee. Ancient 
Mariner/ 1 fear thy skinny hand). 
“ Wait a minute. We had a fair bit 
of drama back in 1975. There was 
Little Women, and Jamie, about 
Winston Churchill's mother. Pre- 
tty good, wouldn't you agree?” 
The poor man was evidently scr- 
abbling for crumbs. I decided to 
let him down lightly. “Yes. but 
were they better than Bleak 
House, with its broad canvas of 
man's greed and chicanery, and its 
evocative heaps of mud and filth? 
Or the drama series Love And 
Marriage? This week’s play is cal- 
led A Matter Of Will, and con- 
cerns itself with how the elderly 
also fall in love, and suffer the 
same heartaches.” 

The faded old hack was obv- 
iously desperate now. and he alm- 
ost screamed at me: “But we did 
have Marcos Welby, MJD.l” It 
was time for the coup de grace, so I 
told him about Hotel, and how 
Mark showed definitely psy- 
chopathic tendencies last week. 

After a bit. he stopped ciying, 
and began nibbling at this dead 
Albatross he produced from ins- 
ide his shirt. I left him (hen. a sad- 
der and a wiser man. As I closed 
and locked the door, he 




wait, bi 


veme 


one last parting shot "You just 
3y; you just wait for 
1995. You’ll see!” Outside, in the 


cold and dark. I pondered his 
words. What could he mean? Lig- 
hting up a Lucky Strike. I turned 
my steps towards the boss man’s 
lair. I couldn't help noticing that 
my -pulse was starting to pick up 
agam. 













i8 Sports 

AI Faisali eliminates 
Al Wehdat 2-0 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In an all-Jordanian shootout bef- 
ore 17,000 fans at Amman International Stadium, 
Ai Faisali soccer team beat arch-rivals Al Wehdat 
2-0 on Friday in the last leg of the first Arab Soccer 
Tournament, organised by Al Faisali Sports Club on 
the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein’s 50th 
birthday celebration. 

The victory left Al Faisali with (keeper Bassem Tayem and AI 
seven points, six points cfearof the Faisali took: a I -0 lead, 
other three teams in the tour AI Wehdat played defensively 
mament. Only the Syrian club Al throughout, seeking to score off 
Karameh has a slim chance of ove- counterattacks, but Al FaisaliV 
rooming Al Faisalfs lead. defenders were able to control all ' 

The match, attended by His threats horn AI WehdaL 
Royal Highness Crown Prince i nthe3rdnlilluteofthesea)Ild 

**“ A ' 

m ^F a ^d“lLia tt he reboumled off the bar away fnm 
1 8th minute when striker Khalid me 

A wad’s comer kick found Nasser After near-misses by Awad and 

Abd Af Fateh in front of the net. Ibrahim Mustafa A I Faisali cooled 
Al Fateh’s header eluded gpa- down the tempo and did not attack 


again until the 31st minute when 
striker Awad tackled two Al 
Wehdat defenders and delivered 
die ball to Mustafa, whose header 
narrowly missed, 

Al Faisali sealed their victory in 
die 43rd minute when Bassem 
Murad launched a counterattack 
with a pass to Jamal Abu Abed. 
Abu Abed delivered the ball to 
the waiting Khalid Awad and 
A wad's kick found the net to give 
Al Faisali a 2-0 lead and die 
match. 

The remaning matches of the 
tournament pit Al Karameh aga- 
inst the Lebanese team Al Naj- 
meh and then agains t Al Wehdat 
in the final match of the tourney. If 
Al Karameh wins both contests, 
the championship will be decided 
on goal difference between Al 
Faisali and Al Karameh. who 
drew their match on Wednesday. 

Al Karameh will meet Al Naj- 
meh at Amman Stadium on Sat- 
urday at 3:00 p.m. 


Becker to clash with Lendl in Tokyo 


TOKYO (R) — Wimbledon cha- 
mpion Boris Becker and U.S. 
Open title-holder Ivan Lendl will 
clash for only the second time in 
the semifinals of the $375,000 
Tokyo Grand Prix tennis tou- 
m a meat Saturday. 

The match will be Becker's first 
chance to avenge his defeat by 
Lendl at the U.S. Clay Court 
Championships in July. He was 
denied the opportunity in the 
Davis Cup tie between West 
Germany and Czechoslovakia this 
month when injury forced Lendl 
to miss the singles. 

The J 7-year-old Becker, see- 
ded fourth, beat Anders Jarryd of 
Sweden 7-6. 6-4 in Friday’s 
■quarter-finals and top seed Lendl 
disposed of American Tim May- 


otte 6*4. 7-5. 

Third-seeded defending cha- 
mpion Jimmy Connors beat 
fellow- American Vincent Van 
Patten, a wild card. 7-5. 6-2 and 
will meet Sweden’s Mats Wil- 
ander. seeded second, in the other 
semifinal. 

Wflander booked his ticket with 
a 6-4. 2-6. 7-6 victory over num- 
ber six seed Andres Gomez of 
Ecuador. 

Becker’s victory over Jarryd 
was his second over the Swede- 
since Wimbledon, but Jarryd, the 
number five seed, thrilled the 
6.000 crowd with some dev- 
astating returns of the West Ger- 
man’s booming services. 

Becker clinched a desperately' 
dose first set whicb went to pro- 



K.C. hangs on in World Series 




STRUGGLING FOR POSITION: Al Faisali defender Ahmad Al 
Rnssan beads the ball away during Friday’s Arab Soccer Tournament 
match-up with Al Wehdat at Amman Stadium. Al Faisali won the 
24. 


Kasparov tightens grip on 
title with win in game 1 9 


traded tie-break with a service 
ace and a brilliant volley. 

In the second set Beater broke 
Janyd’s service in the fifth game 
with two fine volleys and never 
looked back. 

He said: “1 was lucky to win the 
de-breaker. But I think 1 played 
well because I won the big points." 

Lendl outlasted Mayotte, a 
serve -and -volley player, with 
some excellent retrieving. 

The Grech broke Mayotte’s 
serve in the ninth game with a bri- 
lliant return ace and held his serve 
to take the first set 

The match went with service in 
the second set Mayotte leading 
5-4. but Lendl, with a break in the 
11th game tookSfae last three 
games to seal the match. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) Chess 
champion Anatoly Karpov res- 
igned without resuming play Fri- 
day in the adjourned 1 9ft game of 
his world title series with cha- 
llenger Garri Kasparov, giving 
Kasparov a formidable cwo-poim 
lead in the match. 

Kasparov had been so confident 
of winning when play was adj- 
ourned Thursday night that he 
revealed his intended 42nd move, 
a display unprecedented in world 
championship play. 

The cocksure gesture brought a 
full house of over 1 .000 spectators 
to their feet. No one in the Tch- 
aikovsky Hall could recall a sim- 
ilar incident happening at world 
championship level. 

By playing the move meant to 
go into the adjournment env- 
elope. Kasparov effectively ind- 
icated to Anatoly Karpov that the 
charqpion could only resign in his 
position. 

During the pandemonium, 
which led to one spectator being 
thrown out for shouting "Why 
play. Karpov resign.” a match off- 
icial threatened that the next game 
would be played behind closed 
doors. 

Kasparov’s bold step brought 
die crowd, already venting their 
emotion after a nerver-w racking 
time scramble with both players in 
danger of forfeiting the game by 


failing to reach ' move 4b in the 
allotted five hours, to greater dis- 
plays of approval. 

Applause turned to cheers and 
sta mp ing feet lasting long after the 
stage emptied as the significance 
of Kasparov’s gesture began to. 
sink in. 

Earlier in the match, after game- 
1 i which Kasparov won to draw 
level, there were rumours that the 
extent of the ovation and adu-» 
lation for his opponent had upset 
Karpov so much that he raised the 
possibility of playing without spe- 
ctators. 

With tickets for the remaining 
games already scarce com- 
modities. such a move would 
cause great public uproar and fin- 
ancial complications. 

The game itself was everything 
that experts had predicted — a 
battle of nerves far removed from 
the accurate well-considered enc- 
ounters of past weeks. 

After a laborious opening. Kas- 
parov emerged with a strategic 
- advantage that most grandmasters 
felt was decisive. 

But as the challenger grew short 
of time, he vacillated and Karpov 
systematically mounted counter- 
play. At one stage Kasparov’s ass- 
istants left the analysis room, una- 
ble to bear to watch his position 
beginning to deteriorate as time 
ran out 


ST. LOUIS. Missouri (R) - Kan- 
sas City Royals manager Dick 
Howser is a man who keeps his 
word. 

After losing to the St Louis 
Cardinals in game four of the 
World Series Wednesday night. 
Howser promised that pitcher 
Danny Jackson would brat the 
Cardinals in last nigh t’s fifth game 
of the bcst-of-scven series. 

The Royals backed up Howsefs 
word, by slugging the Cardinals 
for 1 1 hits and a 6-1 victory which 
cut the Cards’ lead to 3-2. 

Danny Jackson, who struck out 
five and walked three, gave up just 
five hits in going the distance for 
the Royals and bringing his record 
to 1-1 in the series. 

“He’s a finisher.” Howser said 
,of Jackson. “He's a gamer. Use 
any word you want- He has o on- 
'fidence in himself and I’ve got all 
the world of confidence in him. He. 
gave them that run in the first inn- 
ing and just shat them down after 
that." 

The only Cardinal run came 
with two out in the first inning. St. 
Louis second baseman Tom Herr 
doubled to Ieftfield and first bas- 
eman Jack Clark drove bmm with 

a double to left centrefield. which 
was the only time the Cards hit the 
ball really hard off Jackson. 

“We really feel we can shut 
down their hitting.” said Jackson. 


VACANCY 

A diplomatic mission in Amman has a vacancy for a health/ 
population prog ram special 1st who will deal with health .fam- 
ily planning, and nutrition projects. Interested applicants 
must be Jordanians preferably with M-D. degree and exp- 
erience in public health. A minimum of three years exjp- 
erience including residency in health program adm- 
inistration or clinical practice is also required. Applicants 
must be fluent in English. 

Please send applications addressed to.the Personnel Off* 
leer, PjO. Box 354, Amman. 


VACANCY 

A diplomatic mission in Amman has a vacancy for a senior 
program specialist who will play a key role in the man- 
agement of a large commodity import program. Interested 
applicants must be Jordanians with a B.Sc. or BA degree 
and a minimum of five years experience in international 
trade, banking, and foreign imports. The successful app- 
licant must be fluent in English. 

Please send applic a ti ons addressed to the Personnel Off- 
icer, PjO. Box 354, Amman. 


“I felt a little weird cm die mound 
m the first three innings. I felt I 
didn’t have ray stuff until the fou- 
rth inning ." he Said, 

While Jackson was baffling the 
Cardinals, the Royals’ poked 
away at five Cardinal pitchers, 
beginning with starter and loser 
Bob Forscfa who lasted just one 
and 2/3 innings. 

m 

After scoring one run in the first 
inning on two singles, the Royals 
scored three runs in the second for 
all the runs they needed to stay 
alive in the series. They put icing 
on the cake with single runs in tbe 
eighth and ninth innings. 

with rate out. catcher Jim Sun- 
dberg doubled and shortstop 
Buddy Biancabna singled to left 
driving in Sundberg. Lonnie Smith 
walked with two outs and Willie 
Wilson drove in two runs with a 
triple that bounced off the right 
centrefield wall. 

“I wasn’t trying for a triple." 
Wilson said. “I just wanted abase 
hit. Ebrsdt was pitching me away. 
He gave me one away in the first 
that I got a single on. 1 was loo- 
king for another pitch away when t 


Despite being racked for six 
runs, foe five St. Louis pitchers 
struck out 15 Royals. Toad Wor- 
rell tied a World Series record for 
most consecutive strikeouts with 


six in thedft and 7ft shudrs. Wo* 
Drabowsky of ftc Los Angeles 
■Dodgers in 1966 and Todg gOj 
in 1919 with the Cnannab- Rods 
share tbe mark. ■ 

The Royals' victory forces at 
least a sixth game, which wffl be 
played Sanirday night in Kansas 
City. Charlie Leibraadt is sft- 
edidai to pitch for the Royals and 
Danny Cbx for the CanKwfc. . 

**Our team just seem to play 
better under pressure ” Wfcc* 
said. “I don’t btow why. We 
dfcta’t think about being efr- 
minated or losing. Before the 
game we were jokingatound.hav- 
ms; fun in the dubouse and-just 
wanting to go home aod play weS 
there." ' # . 

The Royals were tartly fri- 
ghtened in the 8th inning when 
star third baseman George Brett, 
running in vain after a foul popup, 
slid along the artificial turf, down 
the stairs and rato the Royals dug- 
out 

Brett, who is hitting ,3*33 in t be 
series with four RBI. stroked a 
single into right when be cam: to 
hat just moments later, but was 
taken out of the game because he 
was complaining of blurred vision. 

Howser said Brett woukLbe 
examined before it is known whe- 
ther he will be able to play in the 
sixth game Saturday. 


Australian Touts’ are unwelcome travellers 


SYDNEY (R) — Forty Australian 
footballers were stranded in Hon- 
olulu Friday afteT being thrown off 
a Santas flight following what the 
airline called a loutish rampage. 

Tbe captain of the Boeing 747 
fligh t to Los Angeles refused to 
cany the players any further after 
they threw glasses and trays of 
food at each other, broke the. 
backs of a dozen seats and har- 
assed cabin crew, a ,»antas spo- 
kesman said. 

Tbe problems began during a 
stopover at Nadi. Fiji, when air- 
port authorities complained about 
die Melbourne Australian Rules 
team's loutish behaviour, spo- 
kesman Ken Boys said. 

“They bad taken wheelchairs 
meant for disabled passengers and 
were riding around tbe airport 
lounge in them.” be said. 

The team tried to open cabin 
doors while tile aircraft was on the 
ground, tore a coat of arms from 
tbe cabin wall and took a hostess's 
jacket as a souvenir. Boys said. 


The items were only returned 
after the captain threatened to 
have the team’s bags searched. 

“The captain said alcohol didn't 
seem to be a major factor — it was 
just loutish behaviour " Boys said. 

jantas had refused passage 
from Honolulu to the men and 
their tickets were not endorsaWe 
by other carriers, be said. The air- 
line understood some members erf 
the group had bought tickets to 
Los Angeles on another airline, 
while others were still in Hon- 
olulu. 

In Honolulu, footballers thrown 
off the Jantasflighttookroorasm 
a hotel while trying to win per- 
mission to continue their flight for 
aU5. holiday. 

A team member. Simon Bea- 
sley. said about half of the 38 pla- 
yers ordered off the plane by the 
pilot were eventually allowed onto 
another Jantas flight and flew to 
Los Angeles. 

He saki die others were told 
they would never again be allowed 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT « 

A 2-bedroom furnished apartment, with a living room, 
dining room, veranda, storage room, hot water, a tel- 
ephone line, at Dahtyat Al-Hussein (near 5th Circle - 
Jabal Amman - opposite Barq Supermarket). 

For information, caO 846471, 5-9 pjm. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

. We wish to recruit a secretary, preferably female hav- 
ing excellent stenography/communication skills in 
English/Arabic and knowledge of TLX. operation. 
Apply in writing or phone 603159. 

Uttam Singh Dugal & Co. Lid. 

P.O. Box 921819 


aboard a jantas aircraft and were 
seeking alternate transit to the 
United States. 

Beasley said there were no inj- 
uries and the police were not cal- 
led in.' 


furnished 

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

An apartment in a new 
building with new fur- 
niture, located behind the 
Marriott Hotel. 

One bedroom/guest 
room / dining room f fully 
equipped kitchen with 
central heating unit 

For more details: Tel: 
665972 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle , Jabal Amman , 
near Ahlfyyah Girls School 

Take away I* mBiNi 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 pMu 
6:30 - Midnight 

OJ. 638968 


CHEN’S 



FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished Apartments 

(a) One bedroom, living room, kitchen and bath. 

(b) Two bedrooms, living, dining room, kitchen and 
bath. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman, bet 3rd & 4th Circles ■ 
Tel: 641443 - 642351 


FURNISHED APARTMENt FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, L-shaped reception, 
living room, excellent kitchen, new-deluxe furniture, 
200 square metres, direct telephone. 

Location: Medical Association Building 
Near Bahraini Embassy, Shmeisani 
Tel: 621753 - 678016 


RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing - 
Estate, near KBo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Bartwque 
for lunch Friday 
Tel: 018214 
Come and teste our 
specialities 
Open deify 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished (or unfurnished) deluxe villa for rent in 
Jabal Amman (5th Circle area) 650 sq.m. Four bed- 
rooms, three salons, study room, maid room, garage, 
and heated swimming pool. 

Phone: 619744 - 666650 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY SEEKS 
EMPLOYMENT 

Experienced executive secretary looking for a pos-. 
ition. Can start immediately. 

Tel: 657029 


- DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

includes four bedrooms, salon and dining room, sit-, 
ting room, three bath rooms, garden, and a garage with, 
two entrances. Equipped with a telephone. 

Location: Um Summac 
Tel: 618292 -813213 


FOR RENT 

Furnished flat for rent with three bedrooms, living 
room, dining room, sitting room, two bathrooms, cen- 
tral heating, and wash room. 

Contact Tel: 675615 or 671613 
between 104)0 ajn. and 6:00 pm. 



Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: ' 677420 

DEAL OF THE 
CENTURY 

(Colour) 

Performances j 

. 330,&00' &30, 1030 



Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 6251 56 

HEAVENLY 


(Colour) 

pertormaixxu: 330. 830. 930 


Cinema • 

fi-HaSSEiN 

Tel: 22117. 

THE FOX IN A 
SUICIDE TASK 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-2 


*CiK- Theatre* 

Philadelphia 

TEL. 94M4.34H49 

THE VICE-SQUAD 

(Colour) 

Sfceuaat 3.30/6 /S.30/KMS 


Cinema 

RNGHfiDfiN 


Tel: 22168 


SERPENT 

(Colour) 

Perforrrmfcm: 12445M . 


Cinema. 


TeL- 978673 


A LITTLE SEX 

(Colour) 

ITdMtot 

AM«L betted alk 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDQN (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
lea d i ng world currencies and gold against the (foliar at midday on 

Ai a Y Aniini J L..11*. ■ n • J. 


the London foreign 
YsQne sterlir 
One U.S. do! 


,e and bullion markets Friday. 


One ounce of gold 


1.4230/40 
13670/75 
2.6450/65 
2.9845/60 
2.1695/1710 
5355/60 
8.0625/0725 
1785/1787 
214.95/215.10 
7.9475/9525 
7.9390/9440. 
9.6000/6050 
325.25/325.75 


US. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
‘I talian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
US. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equities ended the last day of the account 
mixed with light profittaking n oted after the recent advance to 
record highs, dealers said. The FTSE 100 share index at 1530 
GMT Friday was down 4.4 from Thursday's record close at 
1345.2. 

I Cl eased 2p to 657 following Thursday’s third quarter results 
while DistHlere rose ilp to 441 on bid speculation. Allied Lyons 
shaded 2p to 268. with the market cautions awaiting further bid 
developments. 

Government bonds showed losses of around 5/16 point among 
medium dated issues. Gold shares were easier after a steady 
opening and North Americans were little changed. 

Recal came under selling pressure, down 14p at 126. The 
company announced a restructuring plan at its R a cal -Mil go. Flo- 
rida subsidiary because of lower than expected business volume 
this year. 

Tin shares were lower with tin trading re maining suspended on 
the London metal exchange (LME). The suspension will continue 
for Monday at least. LME traders said. Geevor Tin shed 22p to 
144 and Sungei Besi declined 12p to 168. 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime is good for 
getting your activities in such a condition that they work 
out as you desire for some time to come and for doing 
whatever requires intermittent attention. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Early give priority mat- 
ters your attention and try to find methods for self- 
improvement. Be very social this evening: 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Your intuitions are 
good and should be followed if you are to gain personal 
goals easily. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get into public or world- 
ly matters that attend you and handle them most effi- 
ciently. Have fun with friends. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Study which 
of the new interests you have considered of late that you 
feel will be best to take on at this time. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Study your practical affaire 
well and know how to make them workout betterlntfie^ ' 
days ahead. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You like to do everything 
precisely and this is possible now if you gain the coopera- 
tion of allies. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Study your surroundings 
and see bow to make them more charming and comfor- 
table. You understand an associate better now. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Forget dull duties and 
get together with congenials at activities that are enr 
joy abl e. Ma ke sure you don't over-spend today. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be sure to handle 
kin with kid gloves so that more harmony can reign at 
home. Be more cooperative. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) A fine day far com- 
municating and handling correspondence that has been 
accumulating. Drive very carefully. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Any ideas you have 
to gain a greater abundance which you need should be 
discussed with an expert. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20} A day to decide what 
is best for you to do in the future to better your posi- 
tion in life. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ^ he or she has 
every ability to understand the motives behind the ac- 
tions of others so teach early to be tactful otherwise your 
progeny could get into much trouble 


Egypt aims to boost tourism 

KUWAIT (R) - Egyptian Prime 
Minister Ah Lutfi. in an interview 


published here Thursday said he 
.attached priority to enhancing his 
country’s tourist industry. 

Interviewed in Cairo by the sis- 
ter dailies A1 Siyasah and Arab 
Times, he said a development 
programme would go to the con- 
gress next month, identifying the 
problem of high consumer prices 
and a need to stick to the state’s 
five year plan as the main eco- 
nomic priorities. 

“The government will con- 
centrate on two topics: The need 
to abide by the five-year plan, and 
the problem of prices,” he said. 
Egypt is currently in die fourth 
year of the plan. 

Mr. Lutfi said the state had loo- 
ked at plans to encourage foreign 
and local investment in new tou- 
rist projects in Egypt which has 
one-quarter of the world's ancient 


monuments. 

>L with a population of 50 
people, attracted only 1.5 
miHioo tourists a year, he said, 
whereas Spain with a population 
of 40 million attracted 41 million. 

"Tourism has been given a pri- 
ority. because the present state of 
die industry is unacceptable,” be 
said, adding that a special fund 
had been set up to improve eff- 
iciency in the industry. 

Mr. Lutfi said Egyptian prices 
were rising at a rate of 10 to 1 5 per 
cent a year and low-income fam- 
ilies were suffering. He cited as 
examples pensioners and civil ser- 
vants, who make up 25 per cent of 
the population. 

The shortage of bousing was 
also being given priority attention. 
Some plants were being built 
which should make Egypt self- 
sufficient in cement production 
“very soon.” 9 


“Our steel requirements should 
be covered by a new factory being 
built at DukbaiL but of course we 
shall have to continue importing 
wood.** Mr. Lutfi said. 

The education system, he 
added, needed "thorough ove- 
rhaul.” 

He said Egypt which currently 
imports 60 per cent of its food, 
needed to develop agriculture at 
the same rate at which the pop- 
ulation was rising, and aim for 
self-sufficiency. 

The government would aim to 
guide spending towards fruitful 
areas, ensuring greater returns 
than the original outlay. 

“Of course, we have to cut back 
spending on non-productive 
items, such as advertisements in 
newspapers showing state off- 
icials.” he said. The number of 
overseas trips made by officials 
also needed to be limited. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bolivian inflation tops 24,000% a year- 

LA PA2 (R) — Bolivian inflation, the world's highest soared to 
an annual rate of 24,400 per cent last month despite government 
austerity measures, and shows no sign of falling off. the national 
statistics institute said Thursday. The institute said prices rose 35 
per cent in September, an improvement on the 66.5 per cent 
recorded in August but the rate for the year to September rose to 
24 .400 per cent from 20.561 per cent in the 12 months to August 
The institute estimated that inflation this month would be over 50 
per cent The inflation rate in 1981 stood at just 32.1 per cent 

Damascus to invigorate farming sector 

ROME (R) — Farmers in Syria will benefit from a $36 3 milli on 
■ project aimed at increasing agricultural production and raising 
farm incomes, die International Fund for Agricultural Dev- 
elopment (IFAD) said Thursday. The Syrian government will 
provide the bulk of the investment — $21.3 million — with the 
remainder covered by loans from IFA D and the World Bank. The 
project which covers a four-year period, will concentrate on the 
poorest communities where productivity is lowest and is aimed at 
helping smallholders and women in particular. It will include 
demonstrations to the local population of improved cultivation 
techniques and crop varieties. 

Golf Air to fly to Kenya, Tanzania 

BAHRAIN ( R) — Gulf Air wfll begin flying to Nairobi and Dar 
Es Salam in early 1986. an airline spokesman said Thursday. It 
will also lease a second Boeing 747. Gulf Air, jointly owned by the 
governments of Bahrain. Oman, jatar and Abu Dhabi, currently 

^ed^m f SAS X3CkfaeedL ’ , ° 1 ls * eight Boeine 737s * and a 747 

Turkey to continue trade liberalisation 

ISTANBUL (R) — Thrkey will continue a policy of liberalising its 
^rade an4 -depredating^ its currency to -boost exports. Deputy 
Prime Minister Kaya Erdem told a meeting of foreign bus- 
messmen Thursday. He said that Turkey aimed to pull its inflation 
ratedownto 25 percent from its present level of 35 percent a year 

r 

45% negative growth may hit Singapore 

SINGAPORE (R) — Singapore's economy could contract by 4.5 
per cent this year, far worse than official predictions of zero 
growth, the financial daily Business Times said Thursday. It would 
be the worst performance since Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
dropped to a negative 3.5 per cent growth in 1964 when the 
economy was disrupted by communal conflict and confrontation 
with Indonesia. The daily said it based its forecast on estimates by 
businessmen that third quarter GDP had dropped by 2.7 per cenL 

Singapore registered zero growth in the first quarter of this 

and a negative 0.6 per cent GDP between April and June, 
economy grew by 8.2 per cent last year. 


Crisis hits 
tin trading 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Tin 
trading was suspended until far- 
ther notice here Friday following a 
halt in business in London, but the 
cash needed to mop up over- 
. supply .can only be a short-term 
solution, traders here said. 

Pri marly Industries Minister 
Paul Leong told Reuters he would 
meet local producers Friday and 
expressed concern about the liv- 
elihoods of the 23.000 tin miners 
in Malaysia, the world's largest’ 
producer of the metal. 

Tradeis said the money needed 
urgently to buy up the tens of tho- 
usands of tonnes of tin weighing 
down the world market. centred 
here and in London, had sapped 
the confidence of market-makers 
and a long-term rethink of supply 
and demand was needed. 

Thursday, the International Tin 
Council, grouping leading pro- 
ducers and consumers, stopped 
supporting sagging prices because 
it had run out of cash and credit to 
buy tin. The London metal exc- 
hange. the world's premier metal 
mart, suspended tin trading. 

Dealers here and in London 
said the council’s buffer stock pur- 
chases could not go on ind- 
efinitely. even if the millions of 
dollars necessary could be found. 
They predicted further crises. 

The council is due to bold an 
emergency meeting in London 
next Tuesday to decide how to put 
the market back on its feet and 
reopen with renewed confidence 
and steady .prices. It owns some 
60.000 tonnes of tin and has also 
borrowed heavily to finance huge 
future purchases of the metal. 

Tin consumption has been 
badly dented by use of metals like 
aluminium for the traditional tin 
can. by recession and by big sales 
by non-council members like Bol- 
ivia. Brazil and China. 

Members have also jointly sla- 
shed exports since 1982 in a fru- 
itless bid to balance over-supply 
and poor demand. Some have 
complained of smuggling by oth- 
ers trying to boost revenue. 

The number of mines in Mal- 
aysia fell to 458 in mid-1985 from 
512 a year earlier. Production is 
set to fall to 39.000 tonnes next 
year from 40,000 this year. 


Baker plan may face stiff 
opposition by world banks 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. plans for shoring up the 
international debt situation may face stiff opposition 
when bankers from around the world meet here on 
Monday, monetary sources said Friday. 

Large U.S. banks are rallying 
around the proposal, but a num- 
ber of major European and Jap- 
anese banks have grave mis- 
givings. they said. 

Treasury Secretary James 
Baker and Federal Reserve Board 
(Fed) Chairman Paul Volcker. 
who devised the scheme, also face 
opposition on Capitol Hill and a 
distinctly cool attitude from top 
White House officials, banking 
and monetary sources said. 

Mr. Baker has called oo the 
banks to raise their loans to major 
debtor states by $20 billion over 
three years, ana the World Bank 
and other development ins- 
titutions are being asked to inc- 
rease their lending by $27 billion 
in the same period. 

Debtor nations, meanwhile, are 
being urged to undertake genuine 
economic reforms rather than the 
piecemeal measures they have 
resorted to so far. 

“Everybody takes this idea 
very, very seriously.” one banker 
said. 

The meeting is being beld at the 
Washington-based Institute for 
International Finance, a clearing 
bouse for information on debtor 
nations set up by the banks when 
the debt crisis broke out in mid- 
1982. 

“The bankruptcy of debt pol- 
icies of the last three years is so 
obvious that 1 just can't imagine 
that people would want to con- 


tinue them.” said one banker who 
asked nor to be named. 

Those policies, spearheaded by 
former tresury secretary. Mr. 
Donald Regan, called for the pro- 
blems of debtor nations lobe dealt 
with on a case-by-case financial 
basis by the banks and the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
while the U.S. Treasury would on 
occasion provide temporary fin- 
ancial assistance. 

Mr. Regan, who replaced Mr. 
Baker as White House chief of 
staff, is understood to be upset 
that his policies have been ove- 
rturned. the sources said. 

While Mr. Baker insists that bis 
strategy builds upon the former 
one. Latin American officials say 
it partly addresses their concerns 
that the debt problem is global by 
trying to ensure a flow of capital to 
debtor states. 

Mr. Baker hinted this week that 
new loans to debtors working to 
improve their economies should 
have the effect of bolstering the 
value of outstanding debt. 

“Bank regulators have rec- 
ognised generally that providing 
new lending can sometimes make 
old loans better." he told the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Commitee. 

Banks will also want assurances 
that the World Bank is indeed to 
play a bigger role, a development 
they believe is crucial to the suc- 
cess of the plan. 

With the World Bank, cof- 


inancing loans to debtor states. * 
“you have an ingredient in the 
cocktail that makes you sure the 
loan is well done.” one banker 
said. 

The World Bank, whose res- 
ources are financed chiefly by the 
major industrial nations, has a 
semi-official status that bankers 
find reassuring in these cof- 
inuncing deals. And its loans have 
always been repaid on time. 

The bank’s resources were 
under-used last year and Mr. -■ 
Baker wants lending to increase, j 
B ut be also says that if all three • 
elements of the plan succeedl he : 
will seek a general capital increase 
for the bank from Congress. 

On Capitol Hill, there was con- ' 
cent this week that the proposal i 
meant the U.S. would eventually ■ 
ha ve to cough, up more money for r, 
the World Bank. ’■ 

Faced with record budget def- 
icits and with farmers in a financial : 
crisis. Congress is upset with a 
plan that props up debtor nations ' 
and smacks of a bank bailout ana- . 
lysis say. 

The sources said hankers will 
also debate whether to set up a - 
“ superbank .” through which new 
loans could be channelled. ’ 

The idea, a brainchild of Fed 
Chairman Volcker. is opposed by > 
some administration officials, alt- ; 
hough bankers think it is an ideal r 
way to keep small banks in new . 
loans. 

In America, these banks have . 
baulked at the Baker plan and 
their participation is thought to be 
crucial for Mexico, which is widely 
regarded as the first test case of 
the new strategy. 


More banks sue Kuwaiti 
central bank, paper reports 


KUWAIT (R) — Two Western 
h anks have joined an American 
bank in suing the Kuwait Central 
Rank over its handling of rescue 
action for a troubled foreign exc- 
hange house which owed them 
money. Ai Jabas newspaper said 
Thursday. 

First Chicago Corporation, par- 
ent of First National Bank of Chi- 
cago. said Wednesday it had filed 
suit against the central bank to 
recover a loan to Kuwait’s second 
largest foreign exchange house. 
Jawad and Hyder Y. Abul Hasan. 

Al .^abas said American Exp- 
ress and Britain’s Midland Bank 
were also filing suit against the 
central bank in respect of loans to 
Abul Hasan. 

The central bank has so far 


made no comment on the matter. 

First Chicago, which informed 
sources said is seeking less than 
$1 0 million, said its suit seeks the 
release of collateral Abul Hasan 
had given the central bank. 

Finance Minister Jassim Al 
Khorafi said in May the central 
bAnk had supervised and provided 
half of a $50 million rescue loan to 
Abul Hasan. Local bank creditors 
put together a rescheduling deal to 
cover the rest, in a bailout int- 
ended to settle commitments on 


debts.” Sheikh Khorafi said. “This 
could have prompted (foreign) 
banks to cut credit lines and fac- 
ilities.” 

Banking sources said a dis- 
tinction was made between debts 
on foreign exchange operations 
and loans. Foreign banks would 
bear the consequences without 
help in the case of bad loans. 

They believed the assets 
Abul Hasan were pledged as col- 
lateral to the central bank. 

Al Jabassaid First Chicago was 


of 


its -fweig>-exchange-T Opc rationsr— Hseekfflg-ree&very-ef $7.-5- mtflten 


be said. 

“If the firm was unable to pay 
this type of debt, it would harm the 
reputation abroad of Kuwaiti fin- 
ancial institutions and fuel doubts 
over their ability to meet foreign 


lent to Abul Hasan, and American 
ixpress and Midland Bank each 
sought $3 million. They were 
suing the central bank since it now 
controlled Abul Hasan's assets, it 
added. 


Austrian parliament passes strict wine law 


VIENNA (R) — Austria’s par- 
liament passed a strict new wine 
law Thursday aiming to tighten 
controls and restore faith in the 
country’s wine after a major int- 
ernational scandal. 

The bill was drafted this sum- 
mer after widespread illegal adu- 
lteration of Austrian wine with the 
toxic sweetener djethylene-glycol 
— also used in anti-freeze. 

Dozens of Austrian wine- 


growers drove tractors through 
Vienna to parliament Thursday, 
uging rejection of the bill and cal- 
ling it harsh, impractical and bur- 
eaucratic. 

It cuts the maximum amount of 
sugar and other permitted wine 
additives and orders complex 
anti-doctoring checks, such as 
comparing product volumes with 
grape harvest weights. 

The law was passed in the cha- 


mber of deputies by the ruling Soc- 
ialist Party and its right-wing ooa 
lition partner, the Freedom Party, 
against the votes of the opposition 
conservative People's Party which 
said it would put an unfair burden 
on farmers. 

It was first passed by the cha- 
mber of deputies (lower bouse) fck 
August but was rejected by the- 
conservative -co at rolled upper 
chamber. 


Peanuts 


THE Daily Crossword b,iwswift 


ACROSS 
1 Pleased 
5 Fragrant 
' ointments 
10 Singer Lena 

14 Davenport's 
stats 

15 Rysn or Tatum 

16 Aultwr Anita 

17 nms«rastiflg 
work 

IS Mint 

20 Magnifies 

21 MekaposoibJa 

23 Saw&Arablan 
smart 

24 Uks thorns 

25 Lower in value 

29 Machine gun 

30 Place for a 
parishioner 

33 Graven bnagss 

34 Wow inv en to r 

35 —Grands 

36 Hubbubs 

37 Enthusiastic 


38 Pooch's name 
38 Actress Taylor 
to many 

40 Parking lot 
sight 

41 Loafed 

42 Bishopric 

43 So be it 

44 Eleetorets 

45 Haianof stags 
fame 

47 Spoil 

48 Coaartt 

SO D eportm ent 

55 Deafening 

56 Moonshfear 
SB Sugsrin aq ’s 

58 Privileged 

i^ni 

60 Kind of exam 
81 UMban abacus 
62 Sublease 
83 undercooked 

DOWN 

1 Heckle 

2 OMngbW 

3 Army truant 

4 Actor Andrews 
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M6 


5 — woogle 
8 CaL player 

7 Gams 

B — darner 

8 Pullman can 

10 Wortham 
highway ' 

11 Loser* 

oonaotatlon 

12 Sfanmer 

13 Medieval *arf 
18 Waste product 

22 — days’ 

. wonder 

24 Manipulate 
atffisr 

25 Makes a caB 
28 Cantor or 

Condon 

27 Tosapot 

28 Gappand 
Pacino 

28 —deadly sins 

31 Sea duck 

32 Forest 

34 Goes eut with 
37 Think bock 



36 Laid 

40 Baseball's 

WBUe 

41 A ct or Pe te r 
44 Rascal 

48 Staff members 

47 DuHfWsh 

48 MssCfedeta 


48 Prod 

50 Wind spirally 

51 AStnvknfcy 

52 Uttar PfWfeeh 
region 

53 Equipment 

54 A Gardner 

57 Corrida shoot 


r Ue<T INTO NEEPLES 
YESTERDAY ANP TALKED 
IDA PSYCHIATRIST... 

^3- 


i Asked him if 

TALKING TO A CACTUS 
WAS A SIGN I WAS 
GOING CRAZY... 

*sr 


NO, HE 5AIP/0NLY 
IF THE CACTUS STARTS 
TO TALK BACK!" 





Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 

, WHEN I WAS A WD 
on -Halloween we 
ALL WORE OUR 
JACKETS INSIDE 
b. OUT/- 



BOYS IN THOSE 
DAYS WORE 
KNICKERS AND. 
LONG BLACK/ 
STOCKINGS- r ' 
WE'D TAKE A 
BLACK STOCK-, 
ING AND FILL 
1T WITH WHITE 
ASHES OR 
FLOUR AND 
GO AROUND 
SOCKING KIDS 
WITH IT/- we 
HAD GREAT 
FUN/ 



SOUNDS SQUARE, 
BUT MAYBE IT 
BEATS SPR/WNG 
PAINT AND 
SHAVING CREAM 
ON4KXJSESAND 
CARS AND STUFF- 





Andy Capp 


RAhCYMENOT 
I KNOWING THAT. 

THANKS, YOU 
ir UVEANfo ■ 
HLEARNjEH? 


NICE LASS . THAT RELIEF 
BAWWA1& OF YOURS^JACK 
- AND B54//VY WITH IT. 




t 


SHE ALWAYS /MANASES 
TO KNOW LESS . 
THAN THE BLOKE 
SHE'S TALKING TO 



e 




THE BETTER HALF, 


CbpwUU rWS Co -4 . Wc m he 



By Harris 


'We can afford a vacation if we pick up 
all the returnable bottles we find 
while we drive!" 


| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orcynafy wonts. 


TYSOO 


mmmm 






CE 

OAKE 



inz 

_D 


HARTER 


r 


mm 


MURTES 


TTT 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug> 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer “ mrTTTK 1 1 IXJ 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: HABIT PAUSE HARBOR GENDER 
Answer. What those snobbish members of the horsey 
set thought they were— A BREED APART 
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TENTH ANNIVERSARY I 


2 killed in Durban blast 

South African police swoop on dissidents 



JOHANNESBURG (R) — Two black men were kil- 
led when a bomb exploded at a white girls’ school in 
the Indian Ocean city of Durban, South African 
police said Friday. 


rejects 


And ties Treumicht, leader of the guerrillas fighting white minority i 

far right Conservative Parly, were wlein South Africa, but there had \ III CU. LS 
addressing by-election meetings been few casualties in recent 


In Cape Town, the country’s 
other major port, police detained 
about 60 anti-apartheid activists, 
a lawyer for some of the dissidents 
said Friday. 

Police could not immediately 
confirm the detentions hut the 
lawyer said teachers, students and 
anti-apartheid activists had been 
among those picked up. 

Once clergyman said the det- 
ainees also included church min- 
isters. 

The Rev. Alan Brews told Reu- 
ters at least three churchmen were 
among those detained, including a 
professor of religious studies at 
the University of Cape Town. 
Charles Villa-Vicencio. 

Rev. Brews said several local 
leaders of the anti-apartheid 
group, the United Democratic 


Front (UDF), were rounded up in 
.the raids which followed more 
than a week of violence in the 
Cape. 

He said that when Villa- 
Vicencio was arrested, “he was 
told it was because they had rea- 
son to believe he had been inv- 
olved with the unrest.” 

“That is impossible because he 
had been away at a Methodist 
Church conference in Blo- 
emfontein for the week and only 
arrived back in Cape Town last 
night.” the clergyman added. 

uie government-run school 
where the bomb exploded is des- 
ignated a polling station in one of 
five W-elections for white voters 
next Wednesday. 

Just hefore the horab weal off. 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha and 


less than a kilo metre from the sch- 
ool. 

Five parties are fighting the 
by-election in Durban’s Port 
Natal constituency, held by the 
ruling national party. 

Witnesses said one of the men's 
bodies was ripped apart by the 
blast. while the other was crushed 
beneath a classroom wall which 
collapsed.- 

■ Police said the school, in the 
bluff area overlooking the Port of 
Durban and the Indian Ocean, 
would have to be dosed Friday 
while they checked whether fur- 
titer explosives had been planted. 

They said the bomb contained 
high explosives and people living, 
nearby told reporters they were 
almost been thrown out of bed by 
the force of the blast. 

Durban has been a frequent 
target for bombings blamed on 


blasts. 

Twenty people were killed by a 
car bomb in Pretoria in 1983. 

The government, faced with a 
strong ultra-right-wing challenge 
after making cautious mod- 
ifications to apartheid race laws, is 
defending all five seats in Wed- 
nesday’s by-elections. 

The concessions have failed to 
halt 20 months of black unrest 
which has claimed over 780 lives. 

President P.W. Botha is Friday 
lifting emergency rule from six of 
the 36 districts, all in the eastern 
Cape and Johannesburg, where it 
was imposed in July in an attempt ' 
to quell unrest. 

“The lifting of the slate of eme- 
rgency is proof of the effectiveness 
of these measures in ensuring a 
return to normality.” Mr. Botha 
said. 


Thatcher’s party trails Craxi: U.S.-Italian ties 
in post-convention polls are ‘ calm after storm ’ 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s ruling 
Conservatives have trailed in the 
first opinion pollssince the annual 
party conference season hut Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s per- 
sonal popularity held up despite 
some slippage in support 

The polls in the Dauy Telegraph 
and Guardian newspapers put die 
- opposition Labour Party in the 
lead with 38 per cent and 34 per 
cent of those questioned saying 
they would vote for it in an imm- 
ediate general election. 

The Conservatives, whose fai- 
lure to halt record unemployment 
is under fire, secured the support 
of 32 per cent in both polls. 

A centrist Alliance of Liberals 
and Social Democrats, ahead in 
the polls last month, secured 32 
and 28 per cent support. 

Mis. Thatcher, who has made 
no secret of her ambition of win- 
ning a third term, remained the 
nu miter one choice for prime min- 
ister in both polls with the suppori 
of 30 percent of those questioned, 
her best showing for several 
months. 

But Labour leader Neil Kin- 
nock improved his showing ' in 
both polls winning 29 and 26 per 
cent support ana the Telegraph 
poll suggested voter dis- 
enchantment with Mrs. Thatcher's 
style — a majority of 55 per cent 
said they did not like her. 

By contrast. 63 per cent said 


they liked Mr. Kinnock. 61 per 
cent said they liked Liberal leader 
David Steel and 47 per cent said 
they liked Social Democratic 
Party leader David Owen. 

Mis. Thatcher’s policies fared 
even worse with 64 percent saying 
they disliked them with only 32 
per cent liking them, but a maj- 
ority also disliked the policies of 
the other parties. 

Britain currently faces record 
imeraplcyment of 334 million or 
one in eight of the nation's work 
force. The percentage without 
work is higher in run-down inner 
cities, the target of riots in Sep- 
tember and October. in which four 
people died. 

Mrs. Thatcher’s critics accuse 
the government of being uncaring 
and some members of her own 
party have called for an increase in 
state spending to help create jobs. 

Some, including leading bus-* 
inessmen. argue that the money 
oould Ire spent repairing Britain's 
crumbling infrastructure. 

This runs counter to Mrs. Tha- 
tcher's policy of curbing state spe- 
nding to keep a rein on inflation, 
which has dropped to 5.9 per cent. 

Mrs. Thatcher must call a gen- 
eral election by 1988. 

A total of 979 voters were que- 
stioned in the Gallup Poll for the 
Telegraph, while 1 .463 were que- 
stioned for the Marplan Poll in the 
Guardian. 


U.S. court starts hearing 
‘pizza connection 9 case 


NEW YORK (R) - The former 
head of the Sicilian Mafia, using 
trusted relatives who ran pizza 
parlours in the United States, was 
able to export SI .6 billion worth 
of heroin to A merica, prosecutors 
have said as a jury began hearing 
what has been dubbed the “pizza 
connection” case. 

The prosecutors said the ring 
headed by Gaetano Badalamenti 
operated under the strict rules of 
mafia discipline and through a ring 
centered in New York was able to 
flood America with heroin and 
launder millions of dollars thr- 
ough banks and brokerage houses 
over a nine-year period. 

In a 19-minute opening sta- 
tement to a Manhattan federal 
court jury of nine men and three 
women, against 22 defendants 
charged with conspiracy, assistant 
U.S. Attorney Robert Stewart 
said that in 1983 alone the ring 
inport ed a ton and a half of her- 
oin. with a wholesale value of 
$333 million. 

“The dynamics of die mafia 
provided the cement which held 
together the components of this 
conspiracy.” Mr. . Stewart dec- 
eit was the mafia discipline ... a 


code of honour among these peo- 
ple that made them honour their 
obligations. It gave them a distinct 
advantage over a competition who 
lacks that organisation.” Mr. Ste- 
wart said. 

Using large colour maps of the 
world and the New York area as 
exhibits, Mr. Stewart outlined die 
principle elements in the nine- 
year-long conspiracy. 

He said the ring involved 35 
persons, who worked in four sep-: 
a rate operations, a New York 
group, a New Jersey group, an 
overseas group, and a money lau- 
ndering group. 

Mr. Stewart identified def- 
endant Badalamenti. 62. of Ctnist. 
Sidly. as the former head of the 
Sicilian mafia, and asserted that 
Badalamenti was the ring's chief 
supplier through relatives in the 
midwest of the United States. 
Badalamenti was arrested in Mad- 
rid last ApriL 

Defendant Pietro A Ifano. 46. of 
Oregon. Illinois, Badalamentfs 
nephew, was described as one of 
tire ring's principle importers who 
used henchmen — some who 
owned pizza parlours — to pick up 
and deliver drugs in exchange for 
cash. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOftEM 
AND OMAB SHARIF 
GIBS) TrflMina Madia Swtan. Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 -As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+ AK1093 U8 054 ♦ 09832 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Ernst South West 

1 O Paw I 4 Paw 

2 4 Paw ! 

What action do you take? 

QJJ— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4K10765 ?93 085 4A984 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

I V 2 0 Paw ? 

What action do you take? 

QJ— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4Q 9K105 OJ76 4098732 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 o DUe Pus 2 4 

Paw 3 4 Paw 7 

What action do you take? 


Q4- Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

472 995 0 Q10954 4AKQ3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 O Paw 2 0 Paw 

4 6 Paw ? 

What do you bid now? 

Qi — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

463 98762 OA95Z 4764 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

IV Paw Paw 1 4 

DUe Paw ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4A5 <7Q76 0 KOI 0532 4 KG 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 4 Paw Pass 1 V 

7 

What action do you take? 


NEW YORK (R) —Italian Prime 
Minister Bettino Craxi has str- 
ongly defended his handling of the 
Achille Lauro hijacking but said 
U.S .-Italian relations were now 
“calm after the storm.” 

U.S. officials said President 
Reagan and Mr. Craxi agreed at a 
20-minute meeting to put dif- 
ferences b^ind them. 

“The intidfentjs over. The mis- 
understandings are' acknowledged 
but a re going to be put behind us.” 


despite an extradition request 
from the United States, which bel- 
ieves he masterminded the hij- 
acking of the Italian luxury liner in 
which a crippled American tou- 
rsit, Leon Klmghoffer, was killed. 

Mr. Craxi said Egypt had war- 
ned him that if Italian troops att- 
empted to take Abu Abbas off the 
Egyptian airliner forced to land at 
Smgonella NATO Air Base in 
Sicily, Egyptian security men abo- 
ard the plane had orders to res- 


a senior American aide told rep-^nood with force, 
orters, adding that Mr. Reagan Craxi. wh< 


orters, adding that Mr. Reagan 
had praised Italy’s “outstanding 
record in combating terrorism.” 
But Mr. Craxi sounded unr- 
epentant at his news conference 
about Italian actions during the 
hijack drama and accused the 
American press of writin g off- 
ensive things about bis country. 

He said the Italian government 
had made itself a party to a breach 
of international law by agreeing to 
Mr. Reagan’s request to allow a 
plane carrying the four Palestinian 
hijackers to land in Sicily after it 
was intercepted by U.S. fighters. 

Mr. Craxi defended as a “ just 
.and wise decision” his action in 
letting Palestinian leader Moh- 
ammad (Abu) Abbasleave Italy 


Craxi. who is acting prime Republican-1 
m inis terT's’ d j,her e was no con- aim stalled 
elusive evidencelfiSrAbu^bbas controlled H 
was the ringleader. althoughTtR*- — ^Jnoongres 
lian judges might reach this con- auAortsatiao 
elusion. and broad fc 

He added that since Egypt had appropriatioi 
accorded the Palestinian leader ocate funds. 


WASHINGTON (R) - With a 
U^. -Soviet summit only weeks 
away, a key oongressionarpanel 
has rejected more cuts in Pre- 
sident Reagan's “Star Ware" pro- 
gramme but triggered a new battle 
over chemical weapons by del- 
eting production funds for 1986. 

The decisions were taken as the 
House of Representatives App- 
ropriations Committee approved 
by voice vote a defence app- 
ropriations bill that presumes a 
defence budget total of $292 bil- 
lion and freezes spending at 1985 
levels. 

The bill now goes to the full 
House. 

The powerful panel opposed. 
31 to 23. reducing the “Star 
Ware” space-based missile def- 
ence system from 52.5 billion rec- 
ommended by its Defence Sub- 
committee to $2.1 billion. 

It approved. 26 to 24. a move 
deletiz^ $163.5 million for che- 
mical weapons production. 

Mr. Reagan has made his “Star 
Wars.” formally known as the Str- 
ategic Defence Initiative (SDI) 
programme, a major East-West 
issue and has sought to have Con- 
gress revive funding for chemical 
weapons, which have not been 
produced in the United States 
since 1969. 

He has argued that both pro- 
grammes are needed to strengthen 
the U.S. position at the Nov. 
1 9-20 summit and at arms control 
talks in Geneva. 

The bill is $10 billion less than 
Mr. Reagan has said he wilt accept 
and $10 billion below a 1986 
compromise defence aut- 
horisation bill that has passed the 
Republican -led Senate but rem- 
ains stalled in the Democra tic- 
controlled House. 

Tnamgress’ two-step process, 
aufoorfcatian hQIs spell out policy 
and broad fiscaTguidgfaies. while 
appropriations bills actrRdfy^jill- 


diplomatic protection aboard the 
plane. Abu Abbas had in fact 
never left Egyptian territory. 

He said Italy had been defamed 
•in America as a nation of cowards 
who would do anything rather 
titan risks. 

On the contrary, the I tali an cap- 
tain of the ship bad offered bis life 
to save die hostages and Italian 
commandos bad been standing by 
to intervene if necessary. 


Icelandic women end one-day strike 


REYKJAVIK (R) - Iceland’s 
women Friday ended a 24-hour 
strike against male privileges that 
dosed down much of tbe country 
and almost provoked a con- 
stitutional crisis when the island’s 
woman-president began sym- 
pathy action. 

The daytongprotest culminated 
with a rally of 25. 000-over a qua- 
rter of Reykjavik’s population — 
in the capital's main square under 
the slogan “we dare, we can. we 
will” atwhiefa women complained 
men had left them the worst-paid 
jobs. 

President Vigdis Fin- 
nhogadottir initially refused to 
sign urgent legislation ordering air 
hostesses bade to work after dec- 
laring she wanted to show sol- 
idarity with her sisters, tut cha- 
nged her mind under government 
pressure, officials said. 

Women make up over half of 
Iceland’s population of 240.000 


and 80 per cent of them go out to 
work, fit spite of filling the pre- 
sidency, they mostly hold low- 
paid jobs in schools, nursing and 
fish-packing plants and seldom 
rise to management posts. 

The strike, in which housewives 
were urged to refuse to cook and 
wash up for their husbands, was 
held on the 10th anniversary of a 
similar stoppage called when the 
United Nations decreed an Int- 
ernational Women's Decade. 

Ten years on, Icelandic women 
only voiced disillusionment — in 
stark contrast to the optimism 
they had shown when the UJN. 
decade was launched — and the 
mood at Thursday’s rally was 
angry after tbe government broke 
the air hostess strike. 

A walkout by Icelandair’s 160 
stewardesses last Wednesday gro- 
unded the national airline and left 
half the country’s airliners str- 
anded at foreign airports. Air tra- 
nsport is vital in Iceland where foe 


Fabius reaffirms commitment to nuclear test 


MURUROA. Polynesia (R) — to-ground missile (ASMP.) and 
France has reaffirmed its com- foe Hades artillery system. 
mitment to nudear testing after a French defence chiefs have said 

day which saw one explosion. Hades could fire neutron war- 
apparent preparations for another heads, an intensified radiation 
and an attempt by Greenpeace weapon that would kill people 
protesters to disrupt them. while fanning structural damage. 

The pledge came from Prime _ Earlier Lurien Michaud, ass- 
Minister Laurent Fabius Thursday istant director of France's Atomic 
night after he had been present at Enemy Commission (CEA). exp- 
fae first of a new series of und- ressed satisfaction with Thu- 
erground experiments at Mumroa rsday’s explosion but said it was 
in the South Pacific. too early to gauge whether it had 

“The sovereignty of France is been' a success, 
not open to discussion.” he told an “ We have at least two months 

appreciative audience of military work ahead of us now analysing 
personnel and atomic scientists at the data we have gathered.” he 
foe top-secret base. told Reuters. 

“The nudear tests are necessary “It’s like photography. The 

to us. We will conduct them as camera works and you take a pic- 
other countries do.” ture. but you don't know the result 

Answering critics of foe exp- till you tfevelop the film.” 
eriments, Mr. Fabius said 1 0 years Mr. Lurien would not specify 
of underground tests at Mumroa the power of tbe bomb, which had 
has shown that their assertions little apparent impact on the sur- 
were “not based on scientific rea- face of foe remote atoll, although 
lily.” he said it was “relatively weak.” 

_ “Wedonotseektoooncealany In accordance with long- 
risks. far a simple reason — the standing practice, he also declined 
experiments are totally inn- to say when the next test would 
ocuous.” he added. take place. 

Speaking before returning to However the presence of a 
Paris. Mr, Fabius said the latest barge bearing measuring app- 
test has demonstrated an exc- aratus close to a huge tower used 
optional mastery of complex tec- for lowering midear devices into 
hnology and rigorous security explosion chambers beneath foe 
measures. lagoon mdicated that a further 

He alro specified three nudear experiment could be staged soon, 
arms under development — the On Thursday the seafaring eco- 
M-4 multi-warhead missile air- Iogists of Greenpeace sailed tow- 
eady m service on a strategic sub- aras Mururoa a few hours before 
marine, a medium-range air- the test 
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Salvadorean guerrillas 
free Duarte’s daughter 


Mr. Reagan sought $3.7 billion 
for “Star Wars” research in 1986 
and foe defence authorisation bill 
gave him $2.7 billion. Congress 
voted $1.4 billion in 1985. 

But arms control .advocates 
pushed for the lower $2.1 billion 
figure, arguing that it represented 
a generous 50 per cent increase 
over last year and that con- 
gressional moves to balance foe. 
budget required such reductions. 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — Sco- 
res of rebels allowed to leave El 
Salvador in a complicated exc- 
hange arrived in Panama City Fri- 
day on their way to Cuba fol- 
lowing the release of President 
Jose Napoleon Duarte’s daughter, 
who had been held hostage for six 
weeks. 

Seventy-six of the guerrillas. 73 
wounded fighters and three rebel 
commandants who had been cap- 
tured by the govern menu arrived 
in Panama City early Friday from 
San Salvador aboard a Pan- 
amanian jet. Panamanian military 
official told foe Associated Press 
they would be flown to Cuba. 

A Cuban plane and Cuban dip- ■■ 
lomats were oq hand to meet foe 
rebels. Another group of 23 wou- 
nded rebels reportedly was flying 
to Mexico City. 

Two of foe wounded rebels 
were carried out on stretchers, and 
many were missing arms and legs- 
In addition to freeing lues Gua- 
dalupe Duarte Duran. 35. and a 
friend. Ana Cecelia VDleda Sosa, 
the guerrillas were known to have 
released nine of 38 mayors and 
municipal officials the gov- 
ernment believes were kidnapped 
by the rebels and whose release 
was part of foe exchange agr- 
eement. 

The exchange, worked out dur- 
ing weeks of complicated bar- 
gaining. included foe two women, 
or wounded guerrillas who had 
been under treatment in rebel 
hospitals allowed by the gov- 
ernment to leave foe country, 
22 political prisoners held by foe 
government and the municipal 
.officials. 

Mr. Durate said his daughter, 
released Thursday, was generally 
in good shape. 

“She is tired, apparently they 
made her walk three days in a row. 
She has nervous tension, which 
you may understand is normal 
after having been kidnapped more 
than 40 days. She is happy to he 
with her father, her mother and 
her children.” foe president told 
reporters. 

Presidential Adviser Julio Ado- 
lfo Rey Prendes said 18 of foe 22 
politicalprisoners chose to remain 
m El Salvador, and one, a Costa 
Rican pilot convicted of flying 
weapons to foe rebelsin 1 98 1 rwas 
turned over to his nation’s emh- 



road network is poorly developed. 

In a random survey of dem- 
onstrators interviewed by Reuters, 
at foe rally. Icelandic women said 
their men behaved worse than 
those of any other Western cou- 
ntry. allowing virtually none of 
diem into posts of financial and 
economic power. 

Many women complained that 
Iceland was based on a primitive 
Fishermen’s society where men 
had never tolerated the notion of 
equality between the sexes. Oth- 
ers said foe strike showed a 
strength and independence that' 
■had characterised Icelandic 
women ever since Viking settlers 
came 1.000 years ago. 

The rally- loudly applauded a 
telegram of support from a group, 
called the Fighting Society of 
Housewives in Britain, which said: 
“Congratulations on your won- 
derfuTfeat Please keep going with 
your fight for foe women of foe 
whole world.” 


The two men and two women 
aboard the 13-metre yacht Vega 
were intercepted by French Mar- 
ine commandos two miles inside a 
12-mile forbidden zone around 
the atoll. 

They were taken to a military 
supply base on the distant eland of 
Hoa. 

t ! Their - yacht subsequently 
made its appearance in Mururoa 
lagoon — fait at foe end of a tow- 
line from a French naval tug. 

It suffered a similar fate after 
violating territorial waters around 
the atoll (luring protests in 1973 
and 1982. 

The Vega’s seizure reduced foe 
Greenpeace presence off Mur- 
uroa Friday to a single yacht, the 
Varan gian . 

The flagship of foe protest flo- 
tilla. an ocean-going tug called 
Greenpeace, returned to New 
Zealand last week after its main 
power generator broke down. 

After Thursday’s blast. French 
Defence Minister Paul Aifles and 
top staff officers demonstrated 
their confidence in the test's safety 
by swimming in the lagoon. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Bill Hayden, condemning foe test, 
said that if such, blasts were so 
harmless they should be carried 
out on French home territory. 

The yacht Greenpeace had 
been hastily drafted in as the fla- 
gship for the protesters after the 
organisation’s converted trawler 
Rainbow Warrior was sabotaged 
by French secret agents in July. 


lues Duarte Duran 

assy in San Salvador. 

The three who arrived in Pan- 
ama City early Friday were Nktia 
Diaz, who took part in peace talks 
with foe government last year: 
Marcel lino Reyes, a Honduran; 
and Santiago Rauda. r 

All 22 prisoners were on a list of 
34 rebels the kidnappers dem- 
anded by released in exchange for 
the women. Three were freed ear- 
lier. leaving rune on the list foe 
government said it could not acc- 
ount for. 

After being released in Ten- 
ancingo about 25 miles north east 
of the capital. Mrs. Durate Duran 
and her friend, abducted Sept. 10 
in San Salvador, flew black to the 
capital by helicopter. 

Mrs. Duarte Duran, in blue 
jeans and a light blue jacket, ran to 
her parents mid her three children 
and embraced. They posed briefly 
for photographers and left by 
motorcade for home. 

“They were crying.” said Mr. 
Rey Prendes. when asked what 
they said. “So was I." 

He acknowledged there were 
feelings that El Salvador's gov- 
ernment may have given away too 
much but said, “it ended not too 
badly. They freed about 38 (the 
mayors and other officials) and we 
sent 21. That is foe real exc- 
hange.” He said foe permission 
for the 96 wounded to leave was 
“humanitarian.” 

“We have let that happen bef- 
ore without any pressures or exc- 
hange.” Mr. Rey Prendes said. 



Column AIDS 


‘Whites blame AIDS on Africans 9 

ABIDJAN (R) — The official Ghanaian Times has accused whi- 
tes on prejudice in blaming foe spread of foe killer disease AIDS 
on blade Africans. In a recent editorial, the dafly said Western 


press reports were creating foe impression that Africa was the 
borne of foe disease — Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
— and foal whites needed to avoid contact with blacks. “It is 
necessary to caution foe African mass media against being uns- 
uspectingly used in this shameful, vulgar and foolish: attempt by 
white supremacists to push this latest Whiteman’s burden to foe 
doors or the black man.” foe editorial said. It said that steps 
should be taken to prevent AIDS spreading in Ghana, noting that 
foe country’s Health Ministry had warned Ghanaians to be wary 
of contacting strangers. Tbe fears, foe caution, is quite different 
from foe issue of whether Africa, foe black man. isfoeorginatorof 
the disease ” foe daily, received in Abidjan saicL 

Name changed to avoid AIDS pun 

STOCKHOLM (R) — The Swedish International Development 
Authority is to change its name in the French-speaking world as 
its acronym. Sida. is foe same as that for foe disease AIDS in 
French . a spokesman has said- The organisation wfl! be known as 
l’Offiee Central Suedois Pour 1’Aide au Development Int- 
ernational (OS AD) from now on. Swedish aid workers first bec- 
ame aware of foe unfortunate connection with Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome when the former director of foe org- 
anisation visited Vietnam in J 983. He shocked local officials by 
sporting a T-shirt with foe unwittingly offensive slogan 
“SID A -Cest Mor (AIDS -That's Me).. 

Sperm bank starts screening for AIDS 


MADRID (R) — Spanish sperm banks, have began screening 
donors for foe deadly AIDS virus after reports that four Aus- 
tralian women contracted the disease from a donor in Melbourne, 
doctors have said. Dr. Simon Marina, who opened Spain’s first 
sperm bank in 1978, said no intravenous drug 'users or hom- 
osexuals were allowed to donate semen and all donors were given 
blood tests to ensure the absence of AIDS antibodies. About 40 
cases of AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome), 30 of 
them fatal have been reported in Spam since 1 981. the disease 


them fatal have been reported in Spam since 
destroys the body’s natural defences. 


The disease 


Swiss troops with AIDS to leave army - 

ZURICH (R) — Swiss soldiers suspected of having the killer 
disease AIDS or found carrying tbe AIDS vims will be dismissed 
from the service, foe Defence Ministry has said. In -a statement 
from Berne, foe ministry said tests so far had shown two cases of 
soldiers being afflicted by AIDS. AH Swiss males over the age of 
20 are obliged to serve in foe army. After an initial four month 
training period, they must return regularly for duty until foey are 
50. 

AIDS girl dismissed after biting friend \- 

SYDNEY (AP) — The mother of a three-yearold girl who 
suffers from AIDS and who has been banned by health authorities 
from attending pre-school because she bit a classmate, said Mon- 
day: “My daughter is not a midget vampire,”Tony Adams, State 
medical officer in New South Wales, said Eve Van Grafhorst 
would not be allowed to. attend school for two of three years. 
“Eve’9 parents should be thinking about when Eve.is aged five or 
six and nas grown out of the biting habit and is ready for primary 
school,” he said. Eve’s parents have been battling local families 
and foe State Health Department to allow their, daughter to 
remain at school despite ber Alness. Eve bit her best friend on foe 
arm at foe Kincumber Daycare Centre at Gosfbrd. 70 kilometres 
north of herb. Although the bite did not appear to puncture foe 
girl's skin, authorifiesdedded they badenough. 


between them, were ia good hea- 
lth. 

Buffalo Bill 
disarmed in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) - Buffalo Bill a nd 
his cowboys had to hand over feck 
six-guns to customs men when 
foey arrived in Kuwait wifo a Wild 
West entertainment troupe. They 


clampdown since a foiled 
car-bomb attention thebfe of the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber A? Ahmad Ai 
Sabah, last May. foe Arab Times 
has said. So. when Got. “ Buffalo” 

Bill Cody and his posse stopped 
bandits who bad acid up a sta- 
gecoach m rehearsals for the show 
foey had to use foes: fingers. 
“Bang Bar® " they shouted, pa- 
nting at foe gang who— also una- 
rmed — duly surrendered. Col. 
Cody said he hoped foe guns 
would be returned, for the read 
show, featuring rodeo stunts, Ind- 
ian dances and a dramatic shoot- 
out oainasi street 

Flowerpot crime 
wave hits Cyprus j 

NICOSIA (R) — Flowerpot theft 
is a mystery element in Cyprus 
crime statistics, according to cri- 
minologist Michael Had? 
jWeroetnou. He told foe Cyprus t! 
weekly that do accurate statistics 
were available, but a lot of it was 
going on. “In tbe U.K.. the bigger 
raddence of un reported crime is 
stolen milk bo tries.” he said. “In 
Cyprus, everyone complains 
about flowerpots being pinched.” 

Defendant says sex 
slave was willing 

REDWOOD CITY. California 
(AP) — Golour photos of a cha- 
ined. naked woman are on the 
wall, and a waterbed trimmed with 
black vinyl looms in front of tbe 
witness stand in foe trial of a man 
accused of imprisoning a woman 
for seven years as his sex slave. 
Cameron Hooker, a 31 -year-old 
mill worker who is testifying this 
week m his defence, admits abd- 
uctmg foe woman to fulfill his fan- 
tasies but claims his alleged victim 
was a willing participant in 1 bon- 
dage rituals and grew to love him. 

She has painted a picture of life in 
a coffin-Hke box or hanging nude 
from basement rafters. The trial, 
which began Sept. 26. could go to 
the jury as early as next week. 
Hooker, who is accused of 1 2 cou- 
nts of kidnap, rape and other sex 
charges, lived with his wife7 Jan-* 
ice. and the alleged victim. Janice 
Hooker and the woman have tes- 
tified that after she was kidnapped 
at knifepoint while hitchhiking in 
1977. the woman, then 20. was 
brought to foe Hookers' home and 
either handcuffed and hung from 
foe ceiling or kept in small box for 
long periods of time, sometimes 
under foe couple's waterbed. g* 

German company 
to refit JE2 < 

LONDON (R) — ,*i een Eli- 
zabeth 2. Britain’s best known 
.luxury liner, is to have an £80 mil- 
lion ($i 12 million) refit at a West 
German shmyard which will give * 
her another 20 years’ sailing, foe 
.ship’s owners have announced. 
Trafalgar House, which owns the 
JE2, as foe ship has become 
Known, through its cunairi ime 
subridiary. said foe major work 
would be carried out by Lloyd s 
Werft of Bremerhaven. while a I 
sub-contract for about a third of * 

?£™, ! S WOu,d e° to British finns. A 
We did mvite every British shi-” 
pyard to submit plans for the work 
and gave them our specifications- 
None offoem felt able to do foe ' 
workand told us so” a spokesman : 
said. The 67. 139-ton >E2 willbe 
out of service from November : 
i^andtsduetobesailfagagain 
with. new engfaes in May 19?7. 

1 legged man steals 

artificial limb 

' '} 

PARIS (R) — A one-legged man » ■ 
^!eal5.000francv , ($S50)art- * 

fficial leg from a prosthetic foob- 


jee and leav ing a 
bstoKi. police saw 


rW-. 






